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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S 
We’re glad you’re here to worship with us today! 

 

  

ABOUT OUR CHURCH 

Core Focus 
Shaped by the Word, we grow as one 
family equipped and transformed 
through the power of the gospel. 

Core Values  

ST. PAUL’S 
We are all missionaries. 

EVANGELICAL 
We are all about the gospel. 

LUTHERAN 
We are all about the Word. 

CHURCH 
We are all a family of believers. 

 

ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE 

Unexpected Truths:  
The Son of Man Is God 
Jesus asked, “Who do you say I am?” It’s the most 
important question in the world, and it is a question 
every human being must answer. The expected answer 
may be dead wrong. Some in Jesus’ day thought he was 
John the Baptist. Some thought he was the prophet 
Elijah who had come back from the dead. Today plenty 
of people believe that Jesus existed. They think that 
Jesus was a wise teacher or a role model for love. Both 
answers are expected. Both miss the main point.  

Jesus is a real human being, the Son of Man. He is also 
Lord and Savior, the Son of the living God. This 
unexpected truth is the core of saving faith.  

Serving in Worship Today 
Pastor: Jeremiah Wallander 
Organist: Marilyn Foley 
Special Offering: Rachel Provost 
 

CONNECT WITH US  
Fill out a CONNECT CARD in the 
pews or at the Welcome Table so we 
can pray for you and get you connected 
to study and ministry opportunities! 

OUR CHURCH MAP MAP KEY 

Welcome Table 

Restrooms 

Family/Cry Room 

 

If you need assistance finding 
anything, please ask an usher. 
We’re happy to help! 
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The Service 
 

 

Welcome 
 
Hymn 563 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 



4 

 

Glory to God in the Highest  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael A. Perry; Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813; Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
Tune: Public domain 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know your Son, Jesus, to be the 
way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess him to be the Christ and steadfastly 
walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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First Reading Exodus 34:5–9 

God proclaimed to Moses what he is like. The Church’s job is to proclaim to the world who Christ 
is and what he is like. 

 5The LORD came down in the cloud. He took his stand there with Moses and proclaimed the 
name of the LORD. 6The LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed: “The LORD, the LORD, 
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, and overflowing with mercy and truth, 
7maintaining mercy for thousands, forgiving guilt and rebellion and sin. He will by no means 
clear the guilty. He calls their children and their children's children to account for the guilt of 
the fathers, even to the third and the fourth generation.” 
  8Moses quickly bowed to the ground and worshipped. 9He said, “If I have now found favor 
in your sight, Lord, please let the Lord go along with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, 
pardon our guilt and our sin, and accept us as your possession.” (EHV®) 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm of the Day 138A Your Praises, God, I’m Bringing 

The Church sings Psalm 138 in services celebrating public confession that God is a gracious Savior. 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle; Tune: Heinrich Isaac; Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903; Tune: Public domain 
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Second Reading Romans 10:5–13 

Those who believe that Jesus is both Lord and Savior will be saved. 

  5Indeed, Moses writes this about the righteousness that comes by the law: “The one who 
does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes by faith speaks like 
this: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 
7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what 
does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith 
that we are proclaiming. 9Certainly, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with the 
heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and it is with the mouth that a person 
confesses, resulting in salvation. 11For Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be 
put to shame.” 
  12So there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, because the same Lord is Lord of all, 
who gives generously to all who call on him. 13Yes, “Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.” (EHV®) 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation John 6:68 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  
 

Gospel Matthew 16:13–20 

The truth upon which God builds his Church is Jesus, the Son of the living God. 

  13When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
the Son of Man is?” 
  14They said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 
  15He said to them, “But you, who do you say that I am?” 
  16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
  17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, 
but my Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell will not overpower it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 
Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven.” 20Then he commanded the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ. (EHV®) 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 
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Children’s Message 
 
 

Hymn of the Day 510 In Christ Alone 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
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Sermon Based on Matthew 16:13–20 
 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 
 



9 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
In our Prayer of the Church today, we remember our school at St. Paul’s as the school year 
begins this Wednesday. 

Eternal Father, you have given us your Word that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing we may have life in his name. Enable us to see the wonders 
of your love in Christ from the beginning to the end of your holy book. 
Help us to see Jesus, the pioneer and perfector of our faith. 
  
Work in all your people, especially in parents, the resolve and patience to teach little children 
the simple truths about the Savior who loves them. Walk with us as we take our children to 
the manger, the cross, and the empty tomb. Let them find Jesus in stories, songs, and prayers. 
Move us to bring up our children in the training and instruction of the Lord. 
  
Provide wisdom and commitment to teachers who train our young people in Sunday Schools 
and youth Bible classes. Deepen their knowledge of your Word as they prepare and share the 
lessons they teach. Move them to model a sincere devotion to the Scriptures.  
Lead us to plan for and support the Christian training of children. 
  
We thank you for enabling our congregation to provide elementary education for our children. 
We know our schools are your special blessing, and we pray for the resolve to establish and 
maintain standards of excellence in all aspects of education. Move us to be generous in our 
offerings so that teachers may teach and students may learn in fitting surroundings.  
Lead us to provide Christian schools that reflect the immensity of your love. 
  
Work in us that we may find the lasting value of growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ. 
Lead us to be faithful in our personal study of the Scriptures and in participating in regular 
Bible classes. Rid us of all thoughts that Christian education ends in our youth. Make us life-
long students of your precious Word.  
Lead us to believe that at every age your Word remains a lamp for our feet and a light 
to our path. Amen. 
 

Special Prayers This Week 
† For Mike Metz, who is having surgery on Tuesday. 
†   

†   

†  

†   

†   
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Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 
 

 

Musical Offering     Across the Lands 
 
Stand 

 

Prayer         Based on Psalm 138 
Lord, we bow down to you in thankful praise. You have made your ways known to both lowly 
and great on the earth. You have not abandoned the work of your hands, but instead you have 
redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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Hymn 512 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1): Edward Perronet, 1726–1792, abr., alt.; (sts. 5–6): A Selection of Hymns, London, 1787, alt. 
Tune: Oliver Holden, 1765–1844 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Take Home Questions  
 
Exodus 34:5–9 
1. God is called "the LORD" over and over again in this reading. Why is it significant that 

God is our Lord? What does that mean? 

 
2.  How do we see that God is both infinitely gracious and also perfectly just? 

 
3. How is Moses reverent before God? How is he brave? In what ways can we be both 

reverent and brave before God? 

 
Romans 10:5–13 
4. What is the difference between the righteousness by the law and the righteousness by 

faith? 

 
5. Compare verses 9-11 with 1 Corinthians 12:3. Where does this righteousness and belief 

come from?  

  
6. In Romans, Paul is writing to a dominantly Gentile congregation but it seemingly also had 

some Jews in it too. How does he bridge the gap in this reading between the two? What 
gaps need to be bridged in our church? What gaps need to be bridged in your life? 

 
Matthew 16:13–20 
7. Have you ever had any ideas or thoughts about Jesus that you later realized were not 

true? What were they? What are some other ideas that the world has about Jesus that are 
not necessarily true?  

 
8. The disciples had already confessed that Jesus is the Son of God in Matthew 14:33 after he 

walked on water to them. Why does Jesus want to hear their confession again? Why 
might Jesus wait until a time when he has not done a miracle to ask his disciples "Who do 
you say I am?" 

 
9. Why do you think Jesus commanded his disciples not to tell anyone that he is the 

Messiah at this time?  
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News & Announcements 
 

ALL MISSIONARIES 
Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one…Jesus of Nazareth…Come and see!”  
John 1:45-46 

Travel with WELS Groups 

Father's World Tours, in partnership with WELS Home Missions, invites you on two upcoming 
trips. Cool Canyons (Nov. 7-19) explores Utah's national parks, the Grand Canyon, and WELS 
mission congregations. Flora and Fauna of Florida (Jan. 23-Feb. 7, 2027) includes a Florida 
adventure, Caribbean cruise, and visits with WELS missionaries. Learn more at 
fathersworldtours.com or call 507-217-1731. 
 

 

ALL ABOUT THE WORD 

Grass withers, flowers fade, but the Word of our God endures forever. Isaiah 40:8 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 
Ten Lies About God 
Join us Sundays at 7:45 am in the Bible Study Room as we grow together in God's Word. 

WELS Online Teen Bible Study Sept. 27 | 6:00 pm 

Teens are invited to join Pastor Jon Enter for “My Self-Worth,” a national online Bible study 
on Sunday, September 27. Using the story of Mephibosheth, teens will explore the struggle 
with feelings of worthlessness and inadequacy and discover the comfort found in seeing 
themselves as God sees them: beloved, worthy, and his. This is the first of four online Bible 
studies designed especially for teens. Learn more and register at wels.net/national-teen-bible-
study. 

Stay Connected at College  

Heading off to college or know someone who is? WELS Campus Ministry has launched new 
online resources to help college students stay connected to God's Word and fellow believers. 
Students can access Bible studies and resources through the new WELS Campus Ministry 
App, connect with a local campus ministry, and participate in a weekly online Bible study 
beginning Sept. 3. Learn more and sign up at wels.net/college. 
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ALL A FAMILY OF BELIEVERS 
Make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being united in spirit, and having one 
mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility consider one another better 
than yourselves. Philippians 2:2-3 

Food Pantry Volunteers & Donations  Aug. 24-28 

Volunteers are needed Aug. 24-28 to help fill grocery orders: Mon./Thurs./Fri., 11:45 am-3:45 pm, 
and Tues., 3:45-6:45 pm. To volunteer, contact Kaytlyn Peardot at kaytlyn.peardot@gmail.com 
or 970-413-0883. Non-perishable food donations may be placed under the Ministry Table. 

Chalk the Walk Aug. 25 | 4:30 pm 

Help us welcome our students back to school! St. Paul’s PTO invites you to Chalk the Walk on 
Tuesday, August 25, at 4:30 pm. Come fill our sidewalks with encouraging and uplifting messages 
for students to see on their first day of school. Chalk and popsicles will be provided! 

St. Paul’s School Opening Service Aug. 26 | 8:45 am 

Join us as we begin a new school year at St. Paul’s! Our Opening Service will be held on 
Wednesday, August 26, at 8:45 am, with Pastor Jerry leading us in worship. Come worship with 
our students, families, faculty, and staff as we ask God’s blessings upon the year ahead. All are 
welcome to attend! 

Thank You, Thrivent Members  

Our church recently received $494 through the Thrivent Choice program. We thank the 
congregation members who designated St. Paul’s to receive their Choice Dollars. If you have a 
Thrivent product, we encourage you to check whether you are eligible to direct Choice Dollars 
to St. Paul’s. Thank you for supporting our ministry! 
 

 

AROUND THE WELS 

NLHS Opening Service Aug. 24 | 8:15 am 

Celebrate the start of a new school year at Northland Lutheran High School! Join the Northland 
family in their gymnasium for worship as students and staff begin another year of Christian 

education. All are welcome! 

Rooted by the River Pro-Life Conference  Sept. 12 | Virtual Option Available 

Rooted by the River is a Christ-centered pro-life conference covering topics including coping, 
sexual shame, AI, and conversations about abortion. Recorded virtual access is available for $40, 
or $5 for students. Learn more and register at christianliferesources.com/get-

involved/events/2026-conference. 
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Calendar  August 23-August 30 

 
Sunday  7:45 AM Bible Study in the Bible Study Room  
 9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
 
Monday 11:45 AM Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry 
  
Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 10:00 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
 1:30 PM Spiritual Health Group in the Resource Center  
 3:45 PM Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry 
 4:30 PM  Chalk the Walk  
 6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Bible Study Room 
  
Wednesday 8:45 AM Opening School Service   
 6:00 PM Bible & Brews at B’s Tap House 
   
Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop  
 11:45 AM Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry 
 
Friday 11:45 AM Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry 
  
Sunday  7:45 AM Bible Study in the Bible Study Room  
 9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
    

Attendance Report       
Last Week’s Attendance: 259 
          

Next Sunday    
Theme: Unexpected Truths:  

Cross Comes Before Crown 
Readings: Jeremiah 15:15–21; Romans 8:18–25;  

Matthew 16:21–16 

 

Acknowledgements 
Setting Six from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage 
Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgical and musical settings of Scriptur e 
based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used 
by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.  

 

Upcoming Dates 

Aug. 24-28 Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry 
Aug. 25 Chalk the Walk 
Aug. 26 First Day of School 
Sept. 2 Compline Service 
 

 



16 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

www.stpaulswr.org 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 
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