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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

August 22, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to 
see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out our Connect 
Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Jesus’ workers point others to the Truth. When Jesus ascended into heaven, he made sure 
to send out his disciples so that the message of his sacrifice would be shared with many. 
But that wasn’t the first time he sent workers out into the world to share his message. In 
Mark 6, very early in his ministry, he sent out the Twelve to preach repentance. In fact, 
ever since the days of Noah and up until Christ returns in glory, God provides workers 
to proclaim his Word publicly. This week, as we continue to look at the truth and what it 
means for our lives, we more closely examine the office of the ministry and how God 
intends it to be received and utilized by his Church.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which is the color of growth. Our faith and 
trust in God grow as we hear the Word. Our love for others also grows as we are called to 
serve them.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“Lord, I Lift Your Name.” Rick Founds. ©1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc. Used by Permission. CCLI #145043

“Comfort, Comfort, All My People.”  Text & Tune: public domain. Arr. by Koiné. Used by permission: 
www.koinemusic.com

 

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN The Son of God, O Christ | CW 525

Please stand. 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you. 

Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways     
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

This hymn not only speaks 
to what the public ministry 

does (v. 1-2), but it also 
calls the entire Church into 

action (v. 3-5).
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C: Lord, I Lift Your Name on High

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy 
Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.
Be seated. 



5

The Word

FIRST LESSON  Amos 7:10-15
Prophets only do what the Lord tells them to do.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 78 | CW p. 95
Refrain: ♫ Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

♫ O my people, hear my ′teaching;*
Listen to the words ′of my mouth.

I will utter things ′from of old,*
What we have heard 
and what our fathers have ′told us.

We will not hide them from our ′children;*
We will tell the next generation 
the praiseworthy deeds ′of the LORD.

Refrain: ♫ Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

♫ The LORD decreed statutes for ′Jacob*
And established the law in ′Israel.

So the next generation would ′know them,*
And they in turn would tell their ′children.

Then they would put their ′trust in God*
And would not forget his deeds 
but would keep ′his commands.

♫ Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son*
And to the Holy ′Spirit,

As it was in the be′ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. ′Amen.

Refrain: ♫ Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

This psalm is fitting for a 
week that both 1) highlights 
the public ministry and 2) 
welcomes the beginning of 

the school year at St. Paul’s.
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SECOND LESSON  Titus 1:5-9
God has a standard for those who publicly share the truth.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia! For God did not give us a timid spirit, 
C: but a spirit of power and love and sound judgment. Alleluia! (2 Timothy 1:7)

Please stand.
GOSPEL  Mark 6:7-13
Jesus sends out his disciples to share the truth. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
The children are invited to come forward for a special message.

HYMN   Send, O Lord, You Holy Spirit | CW 545

SERMON Jesus Gives His Church Ministers   

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 2 Cor. 6:18
maker of heaven and earth. Is. 51:13

These are not just random phrases we recite week after week;
just look at the biblical basis that we have for each of the things we confess in this creed!
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 1 Cor. 8:6; Jn. 3:18
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Lk. 1:35
born of the virgin Mary, Lk. 1:34, 2:7
suffered under Pontius Pilate, Lk. 23:16
was crucified, died, and was buried.  Mt.27:32-61; Mk. 15:21-47; Lk. 23:26-56; Jn. 19:16b-42

He descended into hell. 1 Pet. 3:19
The third day he rose again from the dead.  1 Cor.15:4b
He ascended into heaven Ac. 2:33-34

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. Heb. 1:13
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. Mt. 25:31; 2 Tim. 4:1

I believe in the Holy Spirit, Mt. 3:16-17
the holy Christian Church, Eph. 5:23
the communion of saints, Eph. 4:3-6
the forgiveness of sins, Rom. 4:6-8
the resurrection of the body, Ecc. 12:7
and the life everlasting. Amen. 1 Th. 4:17

Be seated

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 
the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 
WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING   

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: O Jesus, Lord of the Church, you sent out your disciples to preach salvation in 

your name.
C: We pray for our pastors, teachers, and staff minister. We also pray for every 

called worker in our nation and around the world.



8

M: Through your Holy Spirit, give them true understanding of your Word and 
wisdom to handle it correctly. Let them never become guilty of believing and 
teaching false doctrine. Give them boldness to stand against all that is false and 
sinful: to reprove, rebuke, and admonish the hearts of sinners. 

C: Fill your servants with a passion to feed the flocks under their care with the 
precious gospel, which alone can comfort sinners and save those who believe. 

M: Bless their labors with much fruit that many hearts may be strengthened, and 
many souls won through the Word they preach and teach. As we ask for your 
Spirit to be poured out on called workers, we also ask for a similar blessing on 
those under their care. Cause those who hear your Word to be receptive to your 
gospel, setting their hearts aglow with faith and love for you, their Savior. 

C: May we never act contrary to your Word but always live according to it, thus 
giving a clear testimony of our faith. Cause us to be continual sources of 
inspiration and encouragement to our called workers. 

M: Promote peace and harmony, together with mutual love and understanding, 
between God's public servants and God's people.
Special Prayers and Intercession may be offered

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent Prayer

M: Dear Savior, we, both pastor and congregation, humbly acknowledge our many 
sins and ask to be forgiven for the sake of your suffering and death on the cross. In 
your good time, take us to our eternal rest in heaven where, together with the 
saints and angels, we will serve you with endless, pure devotion and be filled with 
wondrous glory.

C: Hear us for the sake of your glorious name. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

Be seated. 



9

HYMN Comfort, Comfort All My People | Koiné

Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

While this is typically an Advent hymn, the message also encompasses what Jesus’ workers do—
they comfort hearts with the peace of forgiveness.
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BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give 
you peace.

C:   Amen. 

Be seated. 
CLOSING HYMN God of the Prophets | CW 543

 

Your Word is a lamp to my 
feet and a light for my 

path.
- Psalm 119:105
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Much like Ezekiel in last week’s Old Testament reading, Amos did not have a 
pleasant message to share. What was Amaziah’s response to Amos’ message (v. 12-
13)? In what similar ways do people today respond to God’s law?

2. Read over the characteristics that an elder (pastor or minister) ought to possess in 
Titus 1:6-9. If an elder were to do the opposite of any of those things, what effect 
would it have on the message he shares? Try to make specific application to three of 
the characteristics.

3. Think through as many biblical prophets, leaders, and apostles as you can. Do any 
of them fully meet the qualifications of Titus 1 (or 1 Timothy 3:1-7)? What’s the 
point of having such a list of qualifications?

4. How do we know when to stop sharing the Word with someone? Compare what 
Jesus says in Mark 6:11 with what he says in the parable of the Lost Sheep in Luke 
15:3-7. Is there a distinct line that we can draw? What factors play into the decision? 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY: Ephesians
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

SCHOOL IS BACK IN SESSION Aug. 25 | 9:00 AM

The first day of school at St. Paul’s is this Wednesday, Aug. 25. Everyone is the 
congregation is welcome to the opening school service at 9:00 AM that day. Weekly 
chapel services are also open to the congregation. The children and staff are encouraged 
by your presence. Chapel services are on Wednesday at 8:55 AM.

FOUNDATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH Sept. 8 | 6:30PM

Pastor Plagenz will hold a Bible information class on Wednesday evenings this fall. This 
class will walk through Foundations of the Christian Faith, a course comprising work 
from numerous pastors in our synod and compiled by Pastor Luke Thompson. As the 
name suggests, the twelve lessons cover the basics of Christianity and what we believe 
and teach at St. Paul’s. Whether you’ve been at St. Paul’s for weeks or decades, this course 
and its materials will teach you something new. Come to be refreshed with the core 
teachings of the Bible and to expand your knowledge. Better yet, invite a friend to come 
study with you and learn the Foundations of the Christian Faith.

WELS RELIEF TO HAITI

A 7.2-magnitude earthquake struck Haiti on Aug. 14, 2021. Many areas sustained 
significant damage, including collapsed buildings and infrastructure, and numerous 
fatalities and injuries. WELS Christian Aid and Relief approved a grant of $10,000 for 
relief in Haiti. This grant was sent to one of our synod’s partners, Direct Relief 
(directrelief.org). Medical aid from Direct Relief is staged at hospitals in Haiti. The 
organization is connecting with health facilities across the island to assess needs, monitor 
the situation as it evolves, and respond accordingly. In addition WELS has reached out 
to their contacts and mission partners in Haiti to see if there is any additional help that 
can be offered. Please remember the people of Haiti in your prayers.
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PARKING LOT SEALED

Thanks to a gift from St. Paul’s Endowment Fund, our main parking lot was sealed and 
lines repainted.  What’s the Endowment Fund? All gifts made to the Fund remain invested 
for the future benefit of God’s kingdom and our church, but each year the earning from 
the Fund can be used for special projects and to enhance the ministry of the church. 
Consider designating the Endowment Fund in your estate or remembering a loved one 
with a memorial gift to this fund. Want to know more, contact to our Financial Secretary, 
Mike Anderson (715-423-5922 or 5JAnderson@charter.net).

BUILDERS FOR CHRIST AT CAMP PHILLIP

Volunteer with Builders for Christ as they update the camp director’s house at Camp 
Phillip in Wautoma, WI from Sept. 7-25. The work week is Tuesday-Saturday, and all skill 
levels are welcome. Ten to fifteen workers are needed each day. You can help for a few 
days, a week, or the whole project. Some on-site camping and cabin space is available if 
you don’t want to commute. To learn more, visit kingdomworkers.com.

HIRING: THRIFT STORE MANAGER

Great Faith, LLC is hiring a store manager for the Wisconsin Rapids Dime and Dollar 
Thrift Store. This position is Monday – Friday and some Saturdays. This person would be 
responsible for managing the day to day operations of the store including volunteers, 
scheduling, donations, ordering supplies, and a small part of the finances. You must be 
willing to drive to Wausau for training and as needed. This position is a great opportunity 
to help Northland Lutheran High School and the community! Please e-mail resumes or 
questions to greatfaithboard@gmail.com by 8/31/21.

OFFICE HELP STILL NEEDED

The school year is fast approaching, and we still need paid staff in the joint school/church 
office. Can you work at least 10 hours a week? You would be assisting the pastoral staff, 
teachers, and others in carrying out their ministries. Duties would include answering 
phones, photocopying, word processing, and more. Training would be provided. The 
office is open Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, but your hours could be flexible. Please 
contact Judy Stensberg at 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org.
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RETURN TO WITTENBERG CONFERENCE IN TOMAH Sept. 10-12

Join pastors and laymen from WELS and ELS for encouragement, fellowship, and 
instruction in God’s Word. The keynote speaker, Dr. Ryan MacPherson of Bethany 
Lutheran College, will give a three-part presentation entitled “How Gospel-Cherishing 
People Lawfully Resist Unlawful Authority: A Workshop for Christian Perseverance.”  
Plus Rev. David Jay Webber will present “Adiaphora: Why We Should Not Be Indifferent 
to ‘Indifferent Things.” Various worship opportunities will be held throughout the 
conference. Conference registration is only $15. For more information and to register, 
visit returntowittenberg.org

NPH LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITY

Northwestern Publishing House (NPH) connects people with God’s Word through the 
publishing and sales of trustworthy Christian books and gifts. NPH is currently seeking 
an experienced business leader to serve as its President. This is a full-time, salaried 
position located at NPH’s office in the WELS Center for Mission and Ministry in 
Waukesha, WI. If you would like more information or are interested in being considered 
for this position, please visit nph.net/join-our-team or call Bill Ziche at 414-615-5778.

POWERFUL TOOLS FOR CAREGIVERS Oct. 14-Nov. 18

It’s not easy balancing life when you care for someone with a chronic health condition.  
Powerful Tools for Caregivers is a six-week class that teaches you how to take care of 
yourself while caring for someone else.  You will benefit whether you are helping a 
parent, spouse or friend.  This class gives you the tools to: manage your time, set goals 
and solve problems; communicate effectively with others; make tough decisions; reduce 
feelings of stress, guilt, anger and depression; and locate helpful local resources. The 
classes will be held on Thursdays, from Oct. 14 to Nov. 18, at 1:00-3:00 PM at St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church, 2011 Tenth St. South, Room 105. Space is limited.  To register, call St. 
Luke’s Church at 715-423-5990. There is a $10 cost which includes “The Caregiver 
Helpbook”. This program is a collaboration with St. Luke’s and Aging & Disability 
Resource Center-Central Wisconsin. 
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CALENDAR August 22-29

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM School Opening Service

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug. 25 First Day of School at St. Paul’s 

Sept. 12 Catechism Classes Begin 
Sept. 12 Sunday School Begins 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  199   

From July 1, 2021 to August 19, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 154,683
Actual cost of ministry: $ 140,898

Mortgage balance:  $1,225,028

Organ Fund balance: $ 27,255

Psalm 119:11 (NIV)

 

SUNDAY BIBLE HOUR
9:15-10:15 AM

Bring the whole family!
In-person Sunday School 

for ages 3K-6th grade

Catechism for 7th-8th grade

Bible Study for 
teens and adults

Launch Date: Sept. 12
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