
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

THE CHURCH OF GOD IS FOR ALL PEOPLE
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

August 20, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
“All are welcome!” Is that true at our church? Historically, it rarely is true. In the gospels, the 
average Jewish person would have thought it odd, even offensive, if someone who wasn’t an 
Israelite walked into their place of worship. Taking it a step further, some of the Jewish religious 
leaders would imply that church was meant for those who zealously followed religious customs 
and traditions. Those were “good church folk.” So church was meant for people of the right 
heritage and who behaved the right way. What about us? Is it conceivable that a stranger could 
walk into our church and for some reason you would ask yourself, “What is someone like that 
doing here?” Or, just perhaps, you are asking that question about yourself? “There are some 
seemingly godly people here. I’m not like them. Do I really belong?” 

Today, Jesus shows us that God wants church to be for all people. All of us—regardless of age, 
ethnicity, gender, or social status—have the same problem of sin. And we all have the same 
Savior. Therefore, anyone who comes to Christ’s Church and cries out, “Lord, have mercy!” is 
more than welcome.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 11 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Organist Destinee Fiecko; Soloist Chris Williams 
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The Service: Setting Two
Setting Two begins on page 172 of the hymnal

Welcome

Hymn 914 Christ Is Our Cornerstone

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Tune: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176
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Tune: Marty Haugen  © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Gracious God, in Christ you bring people from near and far into the fellowship of your church. 
Open our eyes to your saving plan, and move us to embrace all who seek your salvation so that 
we may rejoice together at the banquet of your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Isaiah 56:1,6–8
All God-fearing people, regardless of nationality, have a place in the house of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm of the Day 67E O God, Show Us Your Mercy

Text: The New Metrical Version of the Psalms, 1909, alt. Tune: Gustav Holst, alt. Text and tune: Public domain

Second Reading Ephesians 2:13–22
Christ takes foreigners and strangers and builds them into a holy temple, whose foundation is 
the Word of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Gospel Acclamation Ephesians 2:13

Pastor sings:
But now in Christ Jesus you who were / far away
have been brought near by the / blood of Christ.

Refrain
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Matthew 15:21–28
Belonging to God’s Church is all about faith, not nationality—it really is meant for all people.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 855 The Church’s One Foundation

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
        maker of heaven and earth,
        of all that is,
        seen and unseen.
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
        eternally begotten of the Father,
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
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        begotten, not made,
        of one being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
        and became truly human.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
    He suffered death and was buried.
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the Lord, the giver of life,
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
        who in unity with the Father and the Son 
            is worshiped and glorified,
        who has spoken through the prophets.
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Father in heaven, you make human beings to be the crown of your creation. We are all your 
children, but we are all unique. You form us by your power, but in your wisdom you make us 
different from one another. You give us our bodies; you bestow our intelligence; you provide 
our family and home; you place us in your world according to your wisdom and will.
We thank you, Lord, that you have made us what we are and put us where we live.
               
We are all members of your human family, O Father, but now, by the power of the gospel and 
the working of your Spirit, you have made us members of your spiritual family. We who are 
different are now one in Christ. We who come from many nations and many cultures are 
joined in one fellowship, one communion, one holy Church.
We rejoice, O Lord, in the Savior we share, in the culture of the Church, and in the 
hope of eternal life.
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Help us face the truth that we do not always rejoice in our unity as we know we should. Too 
often we are unwilling to walk on the path which others walk. We are impatient with their 
perspectives, taken up with our own traditions, and insensitive to their fears. Sometimes 
unwittingly, but sometimes willingly, we think, speak, and act from bigotry and prejudice.     
Forgive us, Lord, for our supposed superiority, our insensitivity, and our failure to love 
all your children.

We remember, O Father, all those who dreamed and labored to achieve a better life for all.  As 
servants of Christ, lead us to proclaim the truth that sets all people free from the control of sin. 
As citizens of this nation, lead us to live out the principle that all people are equal under our 
nation’s laws. Help us to be lights for the gospel, but also make us lights that expose racism 
and show the way to compassion.
Give power to your gospel, Lord, and give freedom to our land.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer
 
We walk together on one road, eternal Father, the road that leads to life with your Son. Let 
him walk with us now. Give us his life to imitate, his love to share, his passion to heal, and his 
power to succeed. When this life ends, bring us to the place where we will be free at last and 
sing his praises in the eternal language of heaven.
May all the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you!

Connect Card and Offering
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Special Prayers This Week
† Mike & Judy Anderson – 46th wedding anniversary on Aug. 20
† Faith Haferman celebrated her 77th birthday on Aug. 17 
† Rick Kniprath is having heart surgery on Aug 24.  
† Pastor Proeber received a call to serve as a home missionary in Bentonville-Centerton, Arkansas.
†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   
  

 

 


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Musical Offering Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)

The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 183

Tune: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1984, 1985, 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184

Tune: Marty Haugen Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world 
and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of 
your Son, Jesus Christ.
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Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, 
even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse 
and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He 
conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 
death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear 
our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186

Tune: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 570 God Loved the World So That He Gave

Distribution Hymn 669 In This Holy, Blest Communion

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 
this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when 
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 860 In Christ There Is No East or West
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Take Home Questions

1. Read all three readings again, and make a list of all the ties to today’s theme—the church 
of God is for all people. For what reasons can we rejoice in that fact? (Hint: think about 
your own family heritage and its relation to the chosen nation of Israel.)

2. Read Jesus’ interaction with the Canaanite woman in Matthew 15:21-28. Jesus’ words and 
actions to her may appear rough or even unloving. But remember that Jesus is the perfect 
Son of God. What are some possible explanations for his behavior? In what ways was Jesus 
helping this woman and his disciples grow in their faith?

3. Now read the surrounding verses of Matthew 15 before and after the verses selected for 
today. Note especially the Jewish leaders’ unbelief and rejection of Jesus. In what ways does 
this context further highlight what we learn from Jesus’ interactions with the Canaanite 
woman? 

4. Write a prayer thanking God for bringing you into his own household through the blood 
of his Son, Jesus Christ.
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News & Announcements

Sunday’s Bible Study 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Pastor Proeber Receives a Call
Pastor Proeber has received a call to serve as a home missionary in Bentonville-Centerton, 
Arkansas. There is a core group of four families waiting to engage a community that is poised 
for substantial growth in the next few years. Please pray for Pastor Proeber as he deliberates 
where his would best be used, at St. Paul’s or in the mission field.

Come for the School Opening Service Aug. 23 | 9:00 AM 

Our school year gets underway this Wednesday, Aug. 23. We invite you to attend the opening 
service at 9:00 am that day. We hope you join us to encourage our students and staff, as we ask 
the Lord’s blessing on our school year. The theme of the service (and our weekly school chapel 
services) is “Every Knee Will Bow”. 

New Evening Worship Opportunity Begins in September Sept. 6 | 6:30 PM

Our summer Monday night services are coming to an end on August 28. But we realize that 
there are members who, cannot make it to Sunday worship consistently. We still want them to 
be able to hear the gospel, receive the Sacrament, and connect with their church family. 
Therefore, we will offer a once-a-month worship service called Compline (or Prayer at the Close 
of Day) on the first Wednesday of the month. Our first Compline service will be held on 
September 6th beginning at 6:30 pm. This service is also open to anyone who wants a midweek 
gospel respite. 

Help with Neighborhood Meal Sept. 21 | 4:00 PM

Every fall, St. Paul’s sponsors a meal at FOCUS Neighborhood Meals (FNM - formerly The 
Neighborhood Table). FNM addresses food insecurity by providing meals free to the 
community. This year, we are sponsoring the Sept. 21 meal. Our volunteers will assist the FNM 
staff with serving and clean up. However, our main job will be making the guests feel welcome. 
About 20 volunteers are needed between 4:00 and 6:30 pm. Teens age 13-14 are welcome to serve 
along with a parent. Teens ages 15-17 can serve alone with written permission. The signup sheets 
are on the Ministry Table.  A Volunteer Waiver and Release must be signed by all volunteers. 
The meal is served in the dining room of the Sparhawk Building (2321 W Grand Ave). 
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Small Group Hosts & Facilitators Sought
This fall we hope to add to our offerings of small groups. We are looking for people who are 
willing to serve as facilitators and/or hosts for 4-6 weeks.  Hosts would open their homes as a 
meeting site, while facilitators would lead the group activities. You can choose a day and time 
that works well for you. This is a short-term commitment; if after serving this fall, you feel this 
ministry is not for you, you can bow out. See the monthly newsletter for more details. You can 
contact Pastor Proeber or Judy Stensberg in the church office to volunteer.

Monthly Senior Social Coming in September Sept. 13 | 2:00 pm

Anyone who considers themselves a senior is invited to St. Paul’s Senior Social, This monthly 
event will be held on the second Wednesday of the month from 2:00-4:00 pm in the cafeteria. 
Come to visit, play cards or a game, or work on a jigsaw puzzle. Bring a snack to share and your 
own beverage. For more information, see the monthly newsletter.

Do you have a heart for working with teens?
We have over 30 high school aged students in our congregation, and another season of St. Paul’s 
Youth group SPYs”) is about to begin.  Would you be interested in taking the lead in this exciting 
ministry?  Pastor Proeber and Randy Pahl would assist you in this endeavor. Contact Randy Pahl 
(rpahl@stpaulswr.org), for more information about how you can get started!  

Subscription Drive
We are holding our annual subscription drive for Northwestern Publishing House periodicals. 
Forward in Christ is your connection to your synod. Each monthly issue is delivered to your 
home and contains inspiring personal stories, timely devotions, enlightening Bible studies, and 
more. The cost is $14.16/year. Meditations is an inspiring, personal devotional booklet offering 
daily Scripture-based, soul-searching studies of God's Word.  It is delivered to your church 
mailslot quarterly for $18.00/ year. Current subscribers will find a renewal form in their mailslots. 
If you are a new subscriber find you can use the subscription card on the Ministry Table.  
Subscriptions are due by Sept. 15.

Give Our Students a Clean Learning Environment 
The school classrooms need attention twice a week to help keep them clean. The 
carpet gets vacuumed, garbage and recycling is emptied, and, if needed, any tile 
areas are mopped. This is usually done on Wednesday and Friday/Saturday. We 
are flexible on time of day. Ideally, we would have more than one volunteer each 
Wednesday and Friday, so the work takes less time. Consider volunteering as a 
family or teaming up with a friend. To be put on the schedule, please contact Larry 
Wesenberg (715-204-7685 or lwes@wctc.net) or the office (715-421-3634 or 
churchoffice@stpaulswr.org).  
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Calendar August 20-27

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship
 

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center  

Wednesday 9:00 AM School Opening Service

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  215

Mortgage Balance $979,725.04

Next Sunday
Theme: The Church of God Really Knows Jesus
Readings: Exodus 34:5-9, Romans 10:5-13, Matthew 16:13-20

Upcoming Events
Aug. 28 First Day of Classes at Northland Luther H.S.
Sept. 6 Compline Service
Sept. 13 St. Paul’s Senior Social
Sept. 21 Serving at FOCUS Neighborhood Meals
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


