
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

SO, YOU'RE A CHRISTIAN?
MY ANSWER TO DOUBT IS FAITH

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

August 13, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
Wherever faith clings to the promises of God, doubt is always lingering in the 
back of our mind, constantly asking the serpent’s garden question, “Did God 
really say?” How striking to think that one must have faith in God before it is 
even possible to doubt him! 

It is not uncommon that, in times of adversity, doubt rears its ugly head—doubts about God’s 
care, God’s promises, God’s providence. In those times, the true answer to doubt is not found in 
some great miracle that removes adversity, but in the still small voice of our Savior God 
whispering to us in his Word. Through that Word Christ reaches out to us with nail-scarred 
hands, proof of his great love. Jesus gently says, “Why did you doubt?” Our faith is restored. The 
Christian answers doubt with faith because Jesus makes it so. 

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Jasper Sellnow from St. Paul’s, Adams-Friendship, WI; Accompanist Marilyn Foley
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The Service: Setting Two
Setting Two begins on page 172 of the hymnal

Welcome

Hymn 984 A Vicious Storm, A Raging Sea

5 A boat, a storm, adrift again, they marshaled all their strength in vain.
They saw the Lord; “A ghost!” they cried, and, sinking fast, one almost died.
But he who walked out on the sea saved them from great catastrophe.

6 Lord Jesus Christ, when storms arise on you alone I’ll fix my eyes.
Through Word and water, bread and wine, I hear you saying, “You are mine!”
Your promises are strong to quell all fear of harm and death and hell.

Text: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963. Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–1876
Text: © 2009 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903. Tune: Public domain
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Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174
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Tune: Marty Haugen Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176
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Tune: Marty Haugen  © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that we, being ready in 
both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what you want done; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading 1 Kings 19:9–18
The Lord answered Elijah’s doubts with a gentle whisper of gracious promise.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm of the Day 73B Surely It Is God Who Saves Me

I am always / with you;
    you hold me by my / right hand.
You guide me with your / counsel,
    and afterward you will take me into / glory.
Whom have I in / heav’n but you?
    And earth has nothing I desire be- / sides you.
My flesh and my / heart may fail,
    but God is the strength of my heart and my portion for- / ever.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Text: The Draft Proposed Book of Common Prayer. Tune: Jack Noble White. Text: © 1976 Charles Mortimer Guilbert, custodian of the Standard Book of Common Prayer. 
Tune: © 1976 Jubilate Music Group. Setting: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House, admin. Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading Romans 8:28–39
We can trust that God will always carry out his perfect plan for his glory and our good.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 11:1

Pastor sings:
Now faith is confidence in what we / hope for 
and assurance about what we / do not see.
 
Refrain
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Matthew 14:22–33
Doubt can challenge faith in an instant. But Jesus graciously helps us through our doubt.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 847 Be Still, My Soul

Sermon Jesus Saves Us from Doubt

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated
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Prayer of the Church
Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. 
Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.
 

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a love 
like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.
 

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other 
with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping 
their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a 
blessing to others.
Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.
 

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for those 
who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend 
those who cannot defend themselves.
Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all.
 

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief, 
and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven 
their sins and opened the gates of heaven.
Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 
Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, 
spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Special Prayers This Week
† Bryan and Destinee Fiecko are celebrating their 15th wedding anniversary.
† John Batzer remains hospitalized following a stroke.

†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   

  

 

 


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Connect Card and Offering
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

WELS Connection Merging Ministries 

Hymn 832 Immovable Our Hope Remains
Please join beginning with the second verse.

Stand

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 849 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
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Take Home Questions

1. In the first reading from 1 Kings 19 we see God remind Elijah that he is found not in great 
and powerful acts of destruction, but in the low whisper of his Word. Why would Elijah 
have needed that reminder (consider the context of 1 Kings 19 and what had just happened 
in the previous accounts)?

2. In Psalm 73, Asaph describes his feelings of frustration and doubt when viewing the 
seemingly easy and successful lives of the unbelievers around him. How do similar 
thoughts tempt you today? What is the solution for such troubles?

3. In Romans 8 today we heard God’s promise to work for his people in all things. How does 
God work through even the hardships we face to bring about good for his people? Why is 
it important to remember that you may not see the good God works through your 
hardship until you get to heaven?

4. In Matthew 14 Peter walked on water and sank before Jesus rescued him. Think of a 
highlight in your life where you felt like God was allowing you to “walk on water” so to 
speak. What temptations can come in such moments? How does Jesus save us from 
sinking?
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study: 
Discipleship Bootcamp Wrap Up 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Give Our Students a Clean Learning Environment 
The school classrooms need attention twice a week to help keep them clean. The carpet gets 
vacuumed, garbage and recycling is emptied, and, if needed, any tile areas are mopped. This is 
usually done on Wednesday and Friday/Saturday. We are flexible on scheduling. You can 
volunteer for once a month or once a week. The work can be done early in the 
morning, after school, or in the evening. There are seven classrooms, but you can 
adopt one classroom that you take care of each week. Ideally, we would have 
more than one volunteer each Wednesday and Friday, so the work takes less 
time. Consider volunteering as a family or teaming up with a friend. To be put on 
the schedule, please contact Larry Wesenberg (715-204-7685 or lwes@wctc.net) 
or the office (715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org).  

Help with Neighborhood Meal Sept. 21 | 4:00 PM

Every fall, St. Paul’s sponsors a meal at FOCUS Neighborhood Meals (FNM - formerly The 
Neighborhood Table). FNM addresses food insecurity by providing meals free to the 
community. This year, we are sponsoring the Sept. 21 meal. Our volunteers will assist the FNM 
staff with serving and clean up. However, our main job will be making the guests feel welcome. 
About 20 volunteers are needed between 4:00 and 6:30 PM. Teens age 13-14 are welcome to serve 
along with a parent. Teens ages 15-17 can serve alone with written permission. The signup sheets 
are on the Ministry Table.  A Volunteer Waiver and Release must be signed by all volunteers. 
The meal is served in the dining room of the Sparhawk Building (2321 W Grand Ave). 

Come for the School Opening Service Aug. 23 | 9:00 AM 

At St. Paul’s, the school year gets underway on Wednesday, Aug. 23. We invite you to attend the 
opening service that day at 9:00 am as we ask the Lord’s blessing on our school year. The theme 
of the service (and our weekly school chapel services) is “Every Knee Will Bow”. We hope you 
join us to encourage our students and staff.
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Subscription Drive
Each year we hold a subscription drive to allow members to receive discounted pricing on 
periodicals from Northwestern Publishing House. Below are description of the periodicals.

Forward in Christ is your connection to your synod. Each monthly issue is delivered to your 
home and contains inspiring personal stories, timely devotions, enlightening Bible studies, and 
more. With 36 full-color pages, Forward in Christ will help you see that God’s Word is at work 
in all corners of the Synod, transporting you to new places where the message of Christ is being 
shared to save souls. The cost is $14.16/year.

Meditations is an inspiring, personal devotional booklet offering daily Scripture-based, soul-
searching studies of God's Word. Each meditation is clearly written and easy to understand, with 
a special Scripture reading, devotion, and prayer for each day. Meditations provides scriptural 
guidance and encouragement for daily living. They are delivered to your church mailslot 
quarterly for $18.00/ year.

Current subscribers will find a renewal form in their mailslots. If you are a new subscriber find 
you can use the subscription card on the Ministry Table.  Subscriptions are due by Sept. 15.

Are You Trained to Respond to Disasters?
WELS Christian Aid and Relief would like to improve and expand their ministry of compassion 
by gathering a corps of trained leaders who have experience crucial for disaster relief work. They 
are looking for people with skills in construction, construction management, volunteer 
management, medical services (physicians, nurses, EMTs, etc.), and a number of other areas. If 
you have volunteered for the American Red Cross or FEMA or served as a police officer, fire 
fighter or member of the military, you have much of the background, training, and experience 
they need. If you are interested in serving as a leader of an Incident Management Team, please 
fill out the survey at welsformstest.wpengine.com/wels-christian-aid-and-relief/ by Sept. 1. 
Filling out this survey does not commit you to service. 

Now Hiring Part-Time Aides
Our school needs Classroom Aides for 4K and possibly other grades and After-School Childcare 
Workers. You would work school days only. After-school care runs from 3:30 to 4:30 pm.  Retiree 
or high school students are welcome to apply. Contact Mrs. Carole Melso at 715-421-3634 ext. 
1119 or cmelso@stpaulswr.org.

For NLHS Scrip Users
Just a reminder that the scrip center at Northland Lutheran High School will be closed this week. 
We can only sell from our stock. We stock the following: Amazon, Culver's, VISA, Homestead, 
Kwik Trip, McDonald's, Piggly Wiggly, IGA, Pick 'n Save, Misty's Menu, Subway, Walgreens, and 
Walmart.  
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Calendar August 13-20

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Discipleship Bootcamp in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship
 

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Leadership Council in the Resource Center  

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom

6:00 PM School Parent Orientation 

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study 

10:30 AM Worship

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

 
Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  225

Next Sunday
Theme: The Church of God Is for All People
Readings: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8, Ephesians 2:13-22, Matthew 15:21-28 

Upcoming Events
Aug. 21 First Day of Classes at Luther Prep 
Aug. 23 First Day of School at St. Paul’s
Aug. 28 First Day of Classes at Northland Lutheran H.S.
Aug. 28 Last Monday Service of Summer
Sept. 21 FOCUS Neighborhood Meal 

You 
of little 
faith,

why 
did you 
doubt?
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


