


ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH | Wisconsin Rapids, WI

August 8, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to
see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out a Connect
Card in the hymnal rack in front of you to let us know how we might continue to serve
you. Completed cards can be placed in the offering plate when it is passed.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

God became man and lived life in our place. Christ lived the perfect God-lived life. Living
as a Christian, we have the privilege of demonstrating what God looks like in how we live
our lives. To help us strive toward that, over the next 4 months, God’s Word will
encourage us, and we will encourage one another to live a God-lived life. In today’s
worship, the particular emphasis of the God-lived life is that of being a disciple—a life-
long learner —one who is always growing in God’s Word. May God’s Word cause us to
crave that pure spiritual milk so that by it we grow up in our salvation.

Aug. 8: A Life of Being a Disciple
Sept. 12: A Life Lived for Others
Oct. 10: A Life of Hospitality

Nov. 14: A Life Lived Shrewdly

The liturgical color” for this Sunday is green, which is the color of growth. Our faith and
trust in God grow as we hear the Word. Our love for others also grows as we are called to
serve them.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Lord God, in coming to hear your Word this morning, you have planted us like trees
beside streams of water. Grant that we may ever delight in your Word and yield abundant
fruit in our lives, through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. Amen.

" The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Please stand.
INVOCATION
M: We begin our worship in the same way we were baptized: In the name of the Father

C:

and of the Son M and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION
M: Heavenly Father, you have given us indescribable riches in your Word. But we have

C:

tailed to appreciate your Word as we should.

We have not read or learned it as we should have and so we can be deceived. Forgive
us and let your peace rule our lives.

J May the peace of God my Father Rule my life in everything,
That I may be calm to comfort Sick and sorrowing. 3 (cw467:3)

Dear Savior Jesus, we admit that by our sinful nature we lack complete confidence in
the power of your Word which you give us to share with others.

We easily give way to doubt or fail to fully trust that you speak with power in your
Word. Forgive us and let your love fill our lives.

Ji May the love of Jesus fill me As the waters fill the sea,
Him exalting self abasing — This is victory. J (cw467:4)

O Holy Spirit, give us and all believers unity in your word. Teach us to discern what
is truth and what is deception.

Forgive us for not taking seriously your warnings about false teachers. Give us and
all believers wisdom and unity through your Word, and live within us.

J May his Spirit live within me As I seek the lost to win,
And may they forget the channel, Seeing only him. 7 (cwa67:6)

ABSOLUTION
M: As a called servant of the Triune God, I announce to you his grace and forgiveness.

On behalf of and by the command of our Savior Jesus Christ, I forgive you all of your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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C: J May the mind of Christ my Savior Live in me from day to day,
By his love and pow’r inspiring All I do or say.

Ji May the Word of God dwell richly In my heart from hour to hour,
So that all may see I triumph Only through his pow’r. I (cw467:1-2)

M: Let us pray.
Gracious Heavenly Father, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on
your faithful people. Keep them dedicated to and unwavering in your Word. Protect
and comfort your believers in all temptations. Defend them against anything that
threatens their trust in Jesus. Help us to live God-lived lives and grant us your peace;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

10:30 BAPTISM - Gemma Johansson

C: J May I run the race before me, Strong and brave to face the foe,
Looking only unto Jesus As I onward go. I (cw467:5)
Please be seated

The Word

BIBLE READING 1 Peter 1:22-2:3
A God-lived life comes through God's Word.

After the reading, the announcement is made:

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 1 | People’s Psalter
All will sing the refrain. Song Leaders will sing the verses.
Refrain
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Hap - py are they who love the law of the Lord
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Song Leaders — The one is blest who, fearing God,
Walks not where sinners meet,
Who does not stand with wicked ones,
And shuns the scorners’ seat.

All -  Happy are they who love the law of the Lord. J

Song Leaders — How blest in the one who in God’s law
Finds goodness and delight,
And meditates upon that law
With gladness day and night.

All - 3 Happy are they who love the law of the Lord. 3

Song Leaders — That one is nourished like a tree
Set by the river’s side;
Its leaf is green, its fruit is sure;
The works of such abide.

All - 73 Happy are they who love the law of the Lord. J

Song Leaders — The wicked, like the driven chaff,
Are swept from off the land;
They shall not gather with the just,
Nor at the judgment stand.

All - 7 Happy are they who love the law of the Lord. J3

Song Leaders — The Lord will guard the righteous well,
Their way to God is known;
The way of sinners, far from God,
Shall surely be o’erthrown

All - 3 Happy are they who love the law of the Lord. 3



Please stand.
GOSPEL

A God-lived life trusts in God for forgiveness.
After the Gospel, the announcement is made:

Luke 18:9-17

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY Speak, O Lord | CWS 735
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SERMON
Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Apostles” Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Be seated.

OFFERING

St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church
body, the WELS. Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate. If the
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option,
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone. It will connect you with our
website’s giving page.

WELS CONNECTION

Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M:

0

0

Almighty God, Creator of this world, all good gifts come from you. We give you
thanks for all that you have given to us—the bounties of the earth, fruitful labor,
meaningful relationships, enjoyment of your gifts, and contentment. We confess
that we have not always acknowledged you as the giver of all that is good. We
confess that we have not always seen the good in all that you send into our lives.
We confess that we have often complained instead of praised. Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. We give you thanks that you
became man to set us free. You lived a perfect life in our place—living to please
our Father, running in the path of his commands, and learning and loving his
ways. You died the death we deserved. You rose to ensure our forgiveness and
eternal life. Lord, in your mercy:

Hear our prayer.

Holy Spirit, you brought and continue to strengthen faith in our hearts through the
gospel in Word and sacrament. You send preachers and teachers who teach us
your truth. You enlighten our minds, strengthen our hearts, and loosen our
tongues to give you praise. Now give us the fervor of seeking you first and your
kingdom, O God. Send us godly and faithful ministers and teachers of your Word.
Grant us wisdom to meditate daily on your promises. Strengthen us to follow your
will and commands. Grow our desire for your truth and your Word that we may
better understand your love, your ways and your peace. Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.



M: Triune God, bless our God-Lived Life stewardship series. Make it an opportunity
for each of us to grow in your Word and in our lives of living it. Use us to be a
blessing to others. Help us encourage one another in our commitments and grow
us in your grace. Lord, in your mercy:

C: Hear our prayer.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M:  All these things we ask in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

HYMN For Christian Homes, O Lord, We Pray | CW 500

Bible Study

BIBLE READING 2 Chronicles 34:1-2, 14-21, 29-33
A God-lived life focuses on God's Word

! Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem
thirty-one years. 2 He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and followed the ways
of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the left.

14 While they were bringing out the money that had been taken into the temple of
the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD that had been
given through Moses. !* Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of
the Law in the temple of the LORD.” He gave it to Shaphan.

16 Then Shaphan took the book to the king and reported to him: “Your officials are
doing everything that has been committed to them. 7 They have paid out the money
that was in the temple of the LORD and have entrusted it to the supervisors and
workers.”



18 Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me
a book.” And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king.

19 When the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his robes. ? He gave these
orders to Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Abdon son of Micah, Shaphan the secretary
and Asaiah the king’s attendant: 2! “Go and inquire of the LORD for me and for the
remnant in Israel and Judah about what is written in this book that has been found.
Great is the LORD’s anger that is poured out on us because those who have gone before
us have not kept the word of the LORD; they have not acted in accordance with all that
is written in this book.”

2 Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 3 He went
up to the temple of the LORD with the people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the
priests and the Levites—all the people from the least to the greatest. He read in their
hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple
of the LORD. 3! The king stood by his pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of
the LORD —to follow the LORD and keep his commands, statutes and decrees with all
his heart and all his soul, and to obey the words of the covenant written in this book.

32 Then he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge themselves to it; the people
of Jerusalem did this in accordance with the covenant of God, the God of their ancestors.

3 Josiah removed all the detestable idols from all the territory belonging to the
Israelites, and he had all who were present in Israel serve the LORD their God. As long
as he lived, they did not fail to follow the LORD, the God of their ancestors. (EHV©)

INTRODUCTION

How quickly the Word was lost in Judah! It had only been two generations since good
king Hezekiah reigned! What can you think of that was valued in the past and no longer
has the same value today? Why is that the case?
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INTO THE TEXT

1. Inverse 19, we see the law cut King Josiah to the heart when he tore his robes.
However, fear of the law is not what motivated a change in behavior. We see that
motivation in verse 32. Describe it.

2. What were the effects of the Word of God on the people?

APPLYING IT

1.  Often in our everyday lives, we see the law motivate behavior but not change
hearts. Give examples.

2. In what ways can people see that the Gospel has impacted your life?

3. What can we do to ensure the Word is treasured for generations to come?

4. Look at your challenge card. How do each of those suggested commitments work

toward this goal?
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Please stand.
BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give "X you peace.

C:  Amen.

Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage | CW 293
GOD-LIVE

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Scripture quotations marked (EHV®) are taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright ©
2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org.

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. Common Service. Words and
Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

Psalm 1. Refrain Text, Tune & Stetting: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/ Morningstar Publishers. All rights reserved.
Verse Text: public domain. Verse Tune & Setting: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/ Morningstar Publishers. All rights
reserved. Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net A-719903. All rights reserved.

735 “Speak, O Lord.” Text, Tune & Setting: Keith Getty & Stuart Townsend. © 2006 Thankyou Music; admin. EMI CMG
Publishing. Used by permission: CCLI#145043.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Y \ -=1°. THIS SUNDAY'’S BIBLE STUDY: Ephesians
. “rl? . Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
+(==

For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

NEED A DEVOTIONAL BOOK

One of today’s Challenges is to “read a family devotion at dinner (3x per week).” If you
need a book of devotions, please check out our bookstore display in the Welcome Center.
You can also find devotions on the WELS.net website under the Serving You tab. May
God bless your family time.

A LAST CHANCE TO “SHOP” August 8

We had a tremendous response to our clothing drive last week. The community giveaway
was Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. If you missed, it you are welcome to “shop” after
the service and take home anything you or a friend might use. The giveaway is located in
the gym. Any remaining items will be donated to charity.

UPCOMING VOTERS’ MEETING August 17 1 6:30 PM

Join us for a review of ministry and hear about plans for future ministry at the quarterly
voters’ meeting on Tuesday, August 17. A packet of reports will be placed in your mail
slots either this weekend or next, but there is always additional information shared at the
meeting. Even if you can’t attend, please keep our congregation and leadership in your
prayers.

ORGAN RESTORATION FUND MEETS FIRST MILESTONE

Last week, we surpassed our first giving goal for our organ
restoration project. We have given $26,000. Only $25,000 was

needed to lock in the contract pricing for the project. Once the

contract is signed, we will be placed on the work schedule. Thank
you to all who have given. The total cost of the project will be E
$125,000, so your continued gifts are appreciated.
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A NEW HYMNAL IS COMING

This week, we pre-ordered our new hymnals. We plan to start using them this Advent.
However, on September 19, we will have a special service to kick off WELS National
Hymnal Week. During bible study hour that day, there will be a hymn sing. Plus, WELS
has planned video presentations and a streamed concert for later that week. Watch for
more information on this event.

IRONMEN OF GOD CONFERENCE Sept. 25 | 8:00AM-2:00PM

The Ironmen of God Conference will return to Ixonia, WI this September. You will hear
some great speakers, sharpen and strengthen your faith, enjoy Christian fellowship, and
have a fantastic catered lunch. This year’s speakers are Pastor Ben Sadler, Victory of the
Lamb, Franklin, WI; Pastor Peter Zaferos, Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Suamico, WI;
Pastor Richard Warnecke, Christ Lutheran Church, Pewaukee, WI; and Pastor Greg Lyon,
Wisconsin Lutheran College. For more information, visit ironmenofgodwi.org.

WILDCAT OPEN NEXT SATURDAY August 14 | 8:00 AM

The 27th annual Wildcat Open Golf Tournament will be held at Pine Valley Golf Course
in Marathon, WI. The four-person scramble event will have a 9:00 AM shotgun start.
Singles, doubles, and triples are welcome. The entry fee covers 18 holes of golf, a cart, a
meal, and a chance at door prizes. All proceeds will benefit the Northland Lutheran High
School Athletics and Engineering programs. Visit nlhs.org to register.

OFFICE HELP STILL NEEDED

The school year is fast approaching, and we still need paid staff in the joint school/church
office. Can you work at least 10 hours a week? You would be assisting the pastoral staff,
teachers, and others in carrying out their ministries. Duties would include answering
phones, photocopying, word processing, and more. Training would be provided. The
office is open Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, but your hours could be flexible. Please
contact Judy Stensberg at 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org.

THANK YOU

We praise God for moving in the hearts of our members as they responded to the note
about our financial status. Our physical and electronic deposits for July 25 totaled only
$13,554. However, last Sunday, that total was $38,815. An increase of over $25,000! Thank
you to everyone who gave extra last week,
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CALENDAR August 8-15

SUNDAY 8:00 AM  Worship
9:15AM  Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria
10:30 AM  Worship

MONDAY 6:30PM  Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM  Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM  Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30PM  Stephen Ministers Peer Group in Resource Center

THURSDAY 7:00 AM  Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:30 PM  School Parent Orientation

SUNDAY 8:00 AM  Worship
9:15AM  Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria
10:30 AM  Worship

UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug. 17 Willing Workers
Aug. 17 Voters Meeting
Aug. 19 Booth at Farmers Market

Aug. 25 First Day of School at St. Paul’s j - !
| HAVE HIDDEN i
YOUR WORD
ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT \ IN MY HEART
Last Week’s Attendance: 195 \&A\.I_.II.II\IAI\E;AAA:&:TTYN(‘;)II

From July 1, 2021 to August 4, 2021
Actual ministry income: $ 98,936
Actual cost of ministry: $ 107,866

Mortgage balance: $1,234,563
Organ Fund balance: $26,000

Psalm 119:11 (NIV)
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Pastor Lucas Proeber | 989-780-3184 | pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz | 920-689-3036 | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org



