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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to
see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out our Connect
Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Statistically, whether we know it or not, all of us know and love someone who has been
abused. And all of us know and love someone who has been abusive. How can we be a
blessing to both? How can we comfort, confront, and bring healing to our circle of
influence? The simple answer is that we look to God’s Word. He will not only help us see
the pain that abuse causes; he will also help us see how to assist in healing that pain, all
through the lens of Jesus and his cross.

The liturgical color” for this Sunday is green, which is the color of growth. Our faith and
trust in God grow as we hear the Word. Our love for others also grows as we are called to
serve them.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal
preparation, consider using the questions on page 10.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Scripture quotations marked (EHV®) are taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright ©
2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org.

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. Common Service. Words and
Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

" The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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THE COMMON SERVICE

The common service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.

WELCOME

OPENING SONG Oh, Sing, My Soul, Your Maker’s Praise | CW 425

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation (C): Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son * and

of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS CWp.16

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
C: J Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,
We glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,
O Lord God, heav’'nly King, God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.

You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.

You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

Are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. J

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray.
Lord God, you promise to help and comfort those who call upon you in the day of
trouble. Grant your deliverance in Christ Jesus to those who have suffered or
carried out abuse that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, they may not be
overcome by guilt but be strengthened to live in your love and peace; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C:  Amen.

Be seated.

The Word

FIRST LESSON Proverbs 6:16-19
God hates abuse.

After the reading, the announcement is made:

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 10 (N1v®)
Read Responsively
M: Why, Lord, do you stand far off? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?
C: Inhis arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak, who are caught in the
schemes he devises.



M: He says to himself, “Nothing will ever shake me.” He swears, “No one will ever do
me harm.”
C: His mouth is full of lies and threats; trouble and ,
This Psalm sounds exactly

evil are under his tongue. .
.. . } like a prayer of someone who
M: He lies in wait near the villages; from ambush he has suffered abuse. What

murders the innocent. His eyes watch in secret for his stands out to you most
victims; like a lion in cover he lies in wait. about this Psalm?

C: He lies in wait to catch the helpless; he catches the
helpless and drags them off in his net.

M: His victims are crushed, they collapse; they fall under his strength. He says to

himself, “God will never notice; he covers his face and never sees.” But you, God,

see the trouble of the afflicted; you consider their grief and take it in hand.

The victims commit themselves to you; you are the helper of the fatherless.

Break the arm of the wicked man; call the evildoer to account for his wickedness

that would not otherwise be found out.

ALL: You, Lord, hear the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, and you listen to
their cry, defending the fatherless and the oppressed, so that mere earthly
mortals will never again strike terror.

ALL: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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SECOND LESSON James 3:5-12
Our words are just one possible source of abuse.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY
M:  Alleluia! The Lord examines the righteous,

C:  but the wicked, those who love violence, he hates with a passion. Alleluia!
(Psalm 11:5 — NIV)



Please stand.
GOSPEL LESSON Luke 4:16-21
Jesus brings freedom to the abused and oppressed.

After the Gospel, the announcement is made: This creed gets a little more in
M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. depth than the Apostles’

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! Creed; that’s because it was

/ written in the 4th century to
CONFESSION OF FAITH - The Nicene Creed defend the truth that Jesus
and the Holy Spirit are, along

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker with the Father, true God.

of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace | CW 521
SERMON Freedom Proclaimed to the Abused by the Abused



Please stand.
RESPONSE | CW p.20

JI Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,

and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen. J3

Be seated.

OFFERING

St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church
body, the WELS. Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate. If the
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option,
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone. It will connect you with our
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING

10:30 AM — NEW MEMBER WELCOME

Please remain seated.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M:

Z0 20

20

O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are
new every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of
your children on earth.
We praise you for every grace and blessing.
Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation
in Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere.
Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope.
We bring our requests for various structures of our society. Bless our national,
state, and local governments.
Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.
Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of
fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their
workmanship.
Help us find satisfaction in all work well done.

7



20

M:

C:

Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students
read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and
responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your
created order.

Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence.

Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed
commitment to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to
regard their parents as your representatives.

Lead us to love one another as you have loved us.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will
hear and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare.
Amen.

Please stand.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

PREFACE ICWp. 21
M: The Lord be with you.

C: J And also with you.

M:  Lift up your hearts.

C: 5 We lift them up unto the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C: [ Itis good and right so to do.



C: J

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with
them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song;:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: ICWp. 22
Heav'n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he

who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. J3

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:

M:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always. | CWp.23

C: [ Amen.

C: 73 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away

This song is a combination of
the sin of the world; have mercy on us. John the Baptist’s words in

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away / John 1:29 and Jesus’ own
the sin of the world; have mercy on us. words in John 14:27.

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen. J

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.



QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION

Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?

Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?

Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?

Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?

Am 1 a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)

or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?

t  If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today.
Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.

-+ = = = -

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN I Come, O Savior, to Your Table | CW 310

Please stand.
THANKSGIVING | CWp.24
C: 7 Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word.
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel. J
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: [ And his mercy endures forever.

M:  Let us pray together.

C: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your
Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us
but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly
serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and t give you peace.
C: 7 Amen. Amen. Amen.
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Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN O Fount of Good, for All Your Love | CW 524

“Then help us...the law of love
fulfill.” Lord, help us love those
who have suffered or caused
suffering, so that they would
know your love!

NEW WORSHIP SERIES

Stewardship is about more than money. It’s our whole lives. If you want to
know what a God-lived life looks like, just look at Jesus. He lived his life
and gave himself for us. Our loving response is to imitate that. Over the
course of the next four months, God’s Word will encourage us, and we will
encourage each other to live a God-lived life, one that encompasses more
than how we handle money. We will talk about:

* Being a Lifelong Disciple on August 8

¢ Living Our Lives for Others on September 12
¢ Living a Life of Hospitality, on October 3

¢ Living Shrewdly on November 14

You might wonder: “Why the break in between each focus?” As part of
these services, each one of us will fill out a challenge card that helps us live
out the things we hear from God’s Word. This will help encourage our
entire family of faith to live a God-lived life in tangible ways. May God
bless us in our efforts to thank and praise him in every way!
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Read again the list of actions hated by God in Proverbs 6:16-19. Can you think of
ways each of those things might find their way into an abusive relationship?

2. These verses in Proverbs 6 demonstrate how strongly God feels about abusive
actions. Do we have that same attitude toward these things? What are some
actions you as an individual and we as a congregation can take to mirror God in
this way?

3. In what ways do Jesus” words about himself in Luke 4 give special comfort to
those who have suffered abuse? How is this especially true in the light of Isaiah
53:1-6 and Hebrews 2:14-18?

4. James 3:5-12 details how powerfully Satan and sin reign in our hearts by nature
and how that sin makes its way into our words and actions. What truth do these
passages support about how a person is freed from sin? (Hint: read John 3:5-6
and I Corinthians 12:3b.)

To continue the Christian discussion on abuse, go to timeofgrace.org/abuse.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

| \% % THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY: Ephesians
-1 " Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
+C==

For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

MORE VBS SESSIONS THIS WEEK Aug. 4 &5 | 4:30-7:30 PM

If you missed VBS last week, be sure to join us this week. The one-day program will be
repeated on Wednesday at the Zoo (in Helen’s House) and on Thursday at Robinson Park.
The program is for children ages 3-10 years. A free meal is served from 4:30-5:30, followed
by activities that wrap up around 7:30.

CLOTHING GIVEAWAY

We will be holding our Third Annual Community Clothing Giveaway the first week in
August. Free clothing will be available to anyone who can use it. We hope to meet the
needs of many in our community.

You can participate in several ways:

DONATE. Simply drop off any gently-used clothes on the donation days - Tuesday,
August 3 and Wednesday, August 4, from 10:00AM to 6:00 PM each day. We accept all
sizes, from infants to extended sizes, plus shoes, coats, and accessories. (No housewares,
please.)

VOLUNTEER. Help for as little or as long as you want — Tuesday through Friday, August
3-6, from 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM and Saturday, August 7 from 7:30 AM to noon. Tasks might
include sorting clothing by size, gender, and type (e.g. pants or shirts); folding clothing;
and organizing clothing displays.

“SHOP.” The clothing is available at no charge for anyone who can use it. Someone else’s
“never quite right” might be your “perfect fit!”

TELL. Be sure to let your friends and neighbors know about the clothing drive and
giveaway - especially those whose income is limited.
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MASKS & MUGS STILL AVAILABLE

St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs) is selling masks or coffee mugs as a fundraiser for their program.
The items were designed by our youth and are on display in the Welcome Center. Order
forms are nearby. Donations are also welcome.

RETURN TO WITTENBERG Sept. 10-12

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Tomah, will hold their annual Return to Wittenberg
Conference in September. The worship, fellowship and discipleship will all focus on the
theme “Here We Stand.” Dr. Ryan MacPherson of Bethany Lutheran College will give a
three-part presentation entitled “How Gospel-Cherishing People Lawfully Resist
Unlawful Authority: A Workshop for Christian Perseverance.” The Rev. David Jay
Webber will present “Adiaphora: Why We Should Not Be Indifferent to ‘Indifferent
Things.” To learn more, visit www.returntowittenberg.org.

CAN YOU TAKE ONE SHIFT A MONTH?

Dime & Dollar Thrift Store is seeking volunteers for all positions, from accepting, sorting
& pricing donations to cashiering and bagging purchases. Shifts are generally 2-4 hours
long. If you can serve once a month, once a week, or more often, it would be greatly
appreciated. To learn more, stop by the store, call 715-421-2030, or use the SignUp Genius
link on our website under the Serve tab. Reminder: All profits from the thrift store help
support Northland Lutheran High School.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug. 12 School Parent Orientation NOW HIRING:

Aug. 17 Quarterly Voters” Meeting Administrative Assistant
Aug. 19 Farmers Market Booth Flexible scheduling Mon-Fri
Aug. 25 First Day of School at St. Paul’s Contact Judy Stensberg

churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
715-421-3634 ext.1000

14


mailto:churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

CALENDAR

August 1-8

SUNDAY 8:00 AM
9:15 AM
10:30 AM
MONDAY 6:30 PM
TUESDAY 6:45 AM
9:45 AM
10:00 AM-6:00 PM
6:30 PM

WEDNESDAY
10:00 AM-6:00 PM
4:30-7:30 PM
THURSDAY 7:00 AM
4:00-6:00 PM
4:30-7:30 PM

FRIDAY 8:00AM-12:00rM

SUNDAY 8:00 AM
9:15 AM

10:30 AM

Worship
Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria
Worship

Worship

Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
Clothing Drive in cafeteria

Unified Board Meetings

Clothing Drive in cafeteria
VBS at Helen’s House at the Zoo

Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
Clothing Giveaway in gym
VBS at Robinson Park

Clothing Giveaway in gym

Worship
Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria
Worship

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT

Last Week’s Attendance: 188

From July 1, 2021 to July 28, 2021
Actual ministry income: $ 64,595
Actual cost of ministry: $ 97,568

Mortgage balance: $1,234,563

Organ Fund balance: $21,960
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Pastor Lucas Proeber | 989-780-3184 | pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz | 920-689-3036 | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org



