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But the seed that was sown
on the good ground is the one
who continues to hear and
understand the word. Indeed
he continues to produce fruit...

\?’
MATTHEW 13:23
(EHV)
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fﬁ’r WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S
St Pl

We’re glad you’re here to worship with us today!

ABOUT OUR CHURCH

Core Focus

Shaped by the Word, we grow as one
family equipped and transformed
through the power of the gospel.

Core Values

@ ST. PAUL'S
We are all missionaries.

_\_|_f_ EVANGELICAL
> We are all about the gospel.

124 LUTHERAN
m We are all about the Word.

e CHURCH
(j We are all a family of believers.

CONNECT WITH US

Please take a moment to fill out our
CONNECT CARD located in the

ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE

What Makes Christians Different:
Christians Are Planted by the Word

Planting seed by hand can be extraordinary. In
your hand, the seed looks lifeless and insignificant.
You put the seed into the soil, and suddenly, all by
itself, the seed germinates and sprouts and reaches
to the sun. Except when it doesn’t! Plant multiple
seeds, and often only some will grow.

The Bible describes Christians as planted by the
Word. Why do some people grow in faith, and not
others? What makes Christians different? The Bible
describes the supernatural process by which God
calls people to faith through the gospel. He
promises that his Word always accomplishes his
purpose. It is powerful all on its own, without our
help. As we grow in faith, we give God thanks for
the miracle of his work in our lives.

pews or at the Welcome Table. This
allows us to pray for you, follow up
with you, and connect you with
study and ministry opportunities.
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Serving in Worship Today
Pastor: Peter Plagenz
Organist: Kristi Perry
Preservice Music: Terri Dobratz
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If you need assistance finding
anything, please ask an usher.
We're happy to help!
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The Service

Welcome

Hymn 633 Speak, O Lord
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Glory to God in the Highest

Tune: ABBOT’S LEIGH
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Text: Michael A. Perry

Tune: Cyril V. Taylor

Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Tune: © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.




Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant
that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading
God’s Word produces the fruit that God desires.

6Seek the LORD while he may be found!
Call on him while he is near!

7Let the wicked man abandon his way.
Let an evil man abandon his thoughts.
Let him turn to the LORD,

and he will show him mercy.

Let him turn to our God,

because he will abundantly pardon.

8Certainly my plans are not your plans,

and your ways are not my ways, declares the LORD.
9Just as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so my ways are higher than your ways,

and my plans are higher than your plans.

Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky
and do not return there
unless they first water the earth, make it give birth, and cause it to sprout,
so that it gives seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
"in the same way my word that goes out from my mouth
will not return to me empty.
Rather, it will accomplish whatever I please,
and it will succeed in the purpose for which I sent it. (EHV®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 55:6-11



Psalm of the Day 65B Every Heart Its Tribute Pays
The Church sings Psalm 65 in services that emphasize the fruits that come from preaching and
teaching the gospel.
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Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith

Tune: George J. Elvey

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Tune: Public domain

Second Reading
We sow the seed of God’s Word, but only he can make it grow.

SWhat then is Apollos? And what is Paul? They are ministers through whom you believed,
and each served as the Lord gave him his role. °I planted, Apollos watered, but God was
causing the growth. 7So then, neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything,
but it is God who causes the growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters are united,
and each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. °For God is the one whom we
serve as coworkers, and you are God's field, God's building.

1 Corinthians 3:5-11



°In keeping with the grace of God given to me, as a wise master builder, I laid a foundation,
and someone else is building on it. But let each person be careful how he builds on it. "In fact,

no one can lay any other foundation than the one that has been laid, which is Jesus Christ.
(EHV®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 55:11
Alleluia. My word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
Jesus pictures ministry as a planter scattering seed.

"That same day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea. 2A large crowd gathered
around him. So he stepped into a boat and sat down, while all the people stood on the shore.
3He told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen, a sower went out to sow. 4As he sowed,
some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground,
where it did not have much soil. Immediately the seed sprang up, because the soil was not
deep. °But when the sun rose, the seed was scorched. Because it had no root, it withered away.
7Other seed fell among thorns. The thorns grew up and choked it. 8But some seed fell on good
ground and produced grain: some one hundred times, some sixty, and some thirty times more
than was sown. 9Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.”

18“So listen carefully to the parable of the sower. *When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the Evil One comes and snatches away what has been
sown in his heart. This is the seed that was sown along the path. 2°The seed that was sown on
rocky ground is the person who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, *yet he is
not deeply rooted and does not endure. When trouble or persecution comes because of the
word, he immediately falls away. >*The seed that was sown among the thorns is the one who
hears the word, but the worry of this world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word,
and it produces no fruit. But the seed that was sown on the good ground is the one who
continues to hear and understand the word. Indeed he continues to produce fruit: some a
hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times more than was sown.” (EHv®)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



Children’s Message

Hymn of the Day 644 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
Sermon Based on 1 Corinthians 3:5-11
Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated



Special Prayers This Week
T  For Micah and Sydney Biesterfeld and their newborn daughter Mabel Ann.

—+ = = ==

Prayer of the Church

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we
live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory.

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and
demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and
our desire to live according to your will.

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer
at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and
persecution.

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help
them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and
lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the
gospel.

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are
afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the
mourners who miss someone they loved.

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.

Special prayers and intercession

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer



Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us
patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom,
prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Connect Card and Offering

Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If the gospel message
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR
code with your mobile phone. It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

WELS Connection Lutheran Leadership at St. Paul’s

This month’s WELS Connection features US, ST. PAUL'S, for our members' involvement in the
Lutheran Leadership Conference and the follow-up, brainstorming event we held here. This highlight
is a great reminder that this gospel ministry belongs to all of us, so please keep bringing your ideas
forward as we serve our Savior together!

Stand

Prayer Based on Psalm 65

Bountiful Lord God, your presence fills our hearts with joy, and your blessing nourishes our
souls with peace. Enlighten us by your Holy Spirit that we may appreciate these gifts as tokens
of your amazing love, to your glory and praise; in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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Hymn 932 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.; Tune: Welsh; Text: © 1964 World Library Publications, a division of GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no.
719903; Tune: Public domain
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Take Home Questions

Isaiah 55:6-11

1.

God reminds us that his thoughts and ways are far higher than ours. In what ways do we
sometimes try to “help” or overcomplicate the Gospel, rather than trusting that the Word
is powerful all on its own?

The text promises that God’s Word never returns to him empty but always achieves his
purpose. In what ways does this truth change the way you view your own “success” or
“failure” in witnessing to others?

Verses 6-7 says to urgently seek the Lord, but verses 8-11 say God does all the work
through his Word. In what ways does knowing that God's Word carries all the power help
us do the work of bringing that Word to those far away from God?

1 Corinthians 3:5-11

4.

Paul emphasizes that while one person plants and another waters, only God makes things
grow. In what ways does this mindset prevent us from becoming arrogant when ministry
goes well, or discouraged when it goes poorly?

This passage calls us “co-workers” in God’s service. What does it look like practically for
you as an individual and us as a congregation to stay focused on being a faithful “worker”
while leaving the ultimate growth to God?

Verse 11 reminds us that Jesus Christ is our only foundation. In what ways does being
firmly rooted in this specific foundation instill confidence in us as we build up ourselves,
our families, and our church?

In the Parable of the Sower, the same powerful seed is scattered on four very different
types of soil. What lessons does this teach us about why some people grow in faith and
others walk away?

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

8.

Jesus warns that the “worry of this world and the deceitfulness of wealth” can choke out
the Word. List some specific “thorns” in our modern culture that threaten to choke our
spiritual growth today.

Jesus says that the good soil represents someone who continues to hear and understand
the Word and produces fruit (v. 23). In what ways can we go from simply listening to a
Bible reading or sermon on Sunday to truly understanding and absorbing it so that it
changes how we live on Monday?

12



News & Announcements

ALL MISSIONARIES
Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one...Jesus of Nazareth...Come and see!”
John 1:45-46

The 7th Annual Clothing Giveaway is right around the corner! Aug. 11-14

Please consider donating your gently used clothing items or your time to this great outreach
event. Over the past 7 years, St. Paul's has helped over 1400 members of the community fill their
closets. Donation Days are Tuesday and Wednesday, August 11 and 12, shopping days are
Thursday and Friday, August 13 and 14. For more information or to learn more about volunteering,
please reach out to Michelle Gear at 920-784-4643.

ALL ABOUT THE WORD

Grass withers, flowers fade, but the Word of our God endures forever. Isaiah 40:8

Sunday Morning Bible Study

Ten Lies About God
Join us Sundays at 7:45 am in the Bible Study Room as we grow together in God's Word.

Foundations Class

Thinking about membership or want to grow in your faith? Join us Sundays at 10:30 am in the
Resource Center. Everyone is welcome to attend, ask questions, and grow in God's Word.

ALL A FAMILY OF BELIEVERS

Make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being united in spirit, and having one
mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility consider one another better
than yourselves. Philippians 2:2-3

Wallander Welcome Meal: RSVP & Volunteers Needed

Following Pastor Wallander's Installation Service on Sunday, July 19, our congregation will gather
for a Welcome Meal in the gymnasium beginning around 5:30 pm. If you plan to attend, please
RSVP so we can prepare enough food. We are also looking for volunteers to help with food
preparation and setup on Saturday, July 18, as well as serving, kitchen clean-up, and tear-down
following the meal on Sunday. RSVP and volunteer sign-up sheets are available at the Ministry
Table in the Welcome Center or online.
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Scrip Update

In June, families using St. Paul's Scrip earned a total of $706.86 toward tuition, while an
additional $373.96 was earned to support our school ministry. Thank you to everyone who
participates! If you'd like to learn how you can earn rebates for tuition or support our school
through everyday purchases, stop by the Scrip table in the Welcome Center.

o FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS

Outdoor Christian Concert in Rome July 17| 5:00-8:00 pm

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is sponsoring a free outdoor concert featuring contemporary
Christian artist Mike Westendorf on Friday, July 17, from 5:00-8:00 pm at the Rome Town Center
Bandshell (274 Geneva Trail). Food trucks will be available from 5:00-7:30 pm. Invite your family,
friends, and neighbors to enjoy an evening of Christian music and fellowship. In case of inclement
weather, the concert will be held at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.

@ AROUND THE WELS

NLHS Hot Lunch Volunteers Needed

Northland Lutheran High School is seeking volunteers to help with its Hot Lunch Program.
Opportunities include picking up and serving pizza lunches on Wednesdays or cooking and
serving meals on Thursdays. Whether you can help occasionally or regularly, your time and
talents would be a blessing. For more information, contact Sarah Archer at sarcher@nlhs.org.

WELS Night at the Brewers Aug. 7| 6:40 pm

Plan to join thousands of WELS members for an evening at the ballpark on Friday, August 7.
The Brewers will take on the Minnesota Twins at 6:40 pm. WELS members and guests will
receive discounted tickets and be seated together within each seating category offered. Bring
your family and friends for an evening of baseball and Christian fellowship. Tickets are available
at brewers.com/wels.

Wildcat Open Golf Outing Aug. 8

Calling all golfers! Whether you're a seasoned golfer or just play for fun, join Northland Lutheran
High School for the 32nd Annual Wildcat Open on Saturday, August 8, at the Pine Valley Golf
Course in Marathon. Registration includes 18 holes of golf with a cart, 2 drink tickets, t-shirt
(with registration by July 17), meal, and a chance to win prizes! All proceeds from the Wildcat
Open support tuition assistance. Register online at nlhs.org by July 17 to receive $10 off each
registration with discount code: Earlybird26.
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Calendar July 12 -July 19

Sunday 7:45 AM  Bible Study in the Bible Study Room
9:00 AM Sunday Worship
10:30 AM  Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Bible Study Room

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
10:00 AM  Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
1:30 PM  Spiritual Health Group in the Resource Center

Wednesday  6:00 PM Bible & Brews at Grand Avenue Tavern
Thursday 7:00 AM  Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
Sunday 7:45 AM  Bible Study in the Bible Study Room

9:00 AM Sunday Worship
10:30 AM  Foundation of the Christian Faith in the Bible Study Room

4:00PM Installation Service

5:30PM  Welcome Meal

Attendance Report
Last Week’s Attendance: 184

THAT GOES OUT FROM MY MOUTH.

Next Sunday o
Theme: What Makes Christians Different: e
Christians Live as Wheat Among Weeds whatsver ]/Jm}&
Readings: Isaiah 44:6-11; Romans 1:18-25; AND IT WILL SUCCEED IN THE PURPOSE
Matthew 13:24_30’ 36—43 FOR W HC;{ SENT IT.
Y
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Upcoming Dates

July 19 Installation Service & Welcome Meal e
Aug. 11-14 Clothing Giveaway

Aug. 26  First Day of School

Acknowledgements
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