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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

July 5, 2026 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
This weekend is the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
the Independence of the United States of America. American citizens from 
many backgrounds are celebrating in many ways. What makes Christian 
citizens different? Christian citizenship is not connected to a particular 
political party. Christian citizenship is not connected to particular civic 
activities. Christians understand that they live in two kingdoms. God does 
not need our good works, but our neighbors do. God’s Word informs our 

choice of political activities as we seek to be faithful to our calling as Christian citizens. 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using page 9 of this service folder or page 295 of the blue hymnal. 

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist: Tammy Paul; Song leader: Emma Schroeder 

Acknowledgements 
Setting Six from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage 
Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture 
based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used 
by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.  
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The Service 
 

 
Welcome 
 
Hymn 775 Before You, Lord, We Bow 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The text of this hymn was written by Francis Scott Key who also wrote the National Anthem. 



4 

 

Glory to God in the Highest  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael A. Perry 
Tune: Cyril V. Taylor 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
Tune: © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
O Lord our God, so govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world that your 
church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Daniel 1:3–21 

We learn from Daniel how to live in two kingdoms. 

  3The king told Ashpenaz, the chief of his court officials, to bring some young Israelite men 
from the royal family or from the nobility. 4He was to choose young men who had no blemish, 
who were good looking, who had insight into all kinds of wisdom, who possessed knowledge, 
understanding, and learning, and who were capable of serving in the king's palace, in order to 
teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 5The king assigned them daily rations 
from the special royal food and from the king's own wine. He ordered that they should be 
trained for three years. At the end of training they were to serve the king. 6In this group of 
young men were the Judeans Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7The chief of the 
officials gave them new names. He gave Daniel the name Belteshazzar, Hananiah the name 
Shadrak, Mishael the name Meshak, and Azariah the name Abednego. 
  8Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the special food of the king 
or with the wine that he drank. So he sought permission from the chief official, so that he 
would not have to defile himself. 9God made the chief of the officials favorable and 
sympathetic toward Daniel. 10Then the chief of the officials said to Daniel, “I am afraid of my 
lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink. Why should he see your faces looking 
less healthy than those of the other young men who are your age? You put my life at risk 
before the king.” 
  11Daniel said to the superintendent whom the chief of the officials had placed over Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12“Please test your servants for ten days. Tell them to give us 
only vegetables, and we will eat them and drink water. 13Observe our appearance and the 
appearance of the young men who eat the special royal food. Then deal with your servants 
based on what you see.” 14So he listened to what they said about this and tested them for ten 
days. 
  15At the end of ten days, their appearance was noticeably better than that of the others. 
They were healthier than any of the young men who had been eating the special royal food. 
16So the superintendent permanently took away the special royal food and the wine they were 
to drink and gave them only vegetables. 17As for these four young men, God gave them 
knowledge and insight into all kinds of literature, as well as wisdom. In addition, Daniel also 
understood every kind of vision and dream. 
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  18At the end of the time which the king had set for them to be brought to him, the chief of 
the officials brought them before Nebuchadnezzar. 19The king spoke with them, and none of 
the others were found to be comparable to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they 
served the king. 20In every matter concerning wisdom and understanding that the king sought 
from them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and spell casters in his 
entire kingdom. 21So Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus. (EHV®) 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading Romans 13:1–7 

God has established governmental authority. 

  1Everyone must submit to the governing authorities. For no authority exists except by God, 
and the authorities that do exist have been established by God. 2Therefore the one who rebels 
against the authority is opposing God's institution, and those who oppose will bring judgment 
on themselves. 
  3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to evil. Would you like to have no fear of 
the one in authority? Do what is good, and you will receive praise from him, 4because he is 
God's servant for your benefit. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because he does not carry the 
sword without reason. He is God's servant, a punisher to bring wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5Therefore it is necessary to submit, not only because of wrath, but also because of conscience. 
  6For this reason you also pay taxes, because the authorities are God's ministers, who are 
employed to do this very thing. 7Pay what you owe to all of them: taxes to whom taxes are 
owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, and honor to 
whom honor is owed. (EHV®) 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. In Christ you have been brought to fullness.  
He is the head over every power and authority. Alleluia. 
 

Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 

Give to the government what is the government’s and give to God what is God’s. 

  15Then the Pharisees went out and plotted together how to trap him in his words. 16They 
sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you 
are truthful and teach the way of God in accord with the truth. You are not concerned about 
gaining anyone's approval because you are not swayed by appearances. 17So tell us, what do 
you think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 
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  18But Jesus knew their evil purpose and said, “Why are you testing me, you hypocrites? 
19Show me the coin used for the tax.” 
 They brought him a denarius. 
  20He asked them, “Whose image and inscription is this?” 
  21“Caesar's,” they replied to him. 
 Then he said to them, “Therefore give to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the 
things that are God's.” 
  22When they heard this, they were amazed. Then they left him and went away. (EHV®) 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 
Children’s Message 
 
Hymn of the Day 619 Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him (sts. 1,3) 
 
Sermon Based on Matthew 22:15-22 
 
Stand 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 
Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from your 
gracious hand. We come before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its people. 
We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you without fear. 
  
You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, the beauty of forest and 
mountain, and the marvels of medicine and science. 
For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you. 
  
Look with favor upon our nation and preserve our cherished liberties. Enable our leaders to 
govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Protect those who serve in the armed 
forces and those who maintain peace and safety in our communities. 
Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the common good. 
  
Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless our fields that they may 
produce abundant harvests. Guard us from calamities of nature and accident and spare our 
land from the ravages of disease and epidemic. 
Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 
  
Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and wives to love each 
other, parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume responsibility, and children to 
show respect. 
Lead the citizens of our land to honor the useful foundations of society. 
  
Care for those who are sick or have been injured. Calm those who are disappointed and 
depressed. Provide guidance to those who care for people in trouble or in need. 
Lead us to provide help when we can and to pray at all times.  
  
Special prayers and intercession 
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 
Silent prayer 

Special Prayers This Week 
†  
†   
†  

†   

†  

†   
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To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests. 
Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 
Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 
 
 

Musical Offering      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Personal Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness? 

† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me? 

† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament? 

† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life? 

† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?  

If you answered no to any of these questions, we ask that you do not commune with us today. 

This is because we practice "close" or "member communion." We do this to follow 1 Corinthians 
10:16,17 which teaches that Holy Communion is both an expression of unity with God and with fellow 
Christians. We want this expression to represent true and complete unity in all of what we believe 
about Jesus and the Bible. What you believe in your heart is made public by your confession of faith 
which includes what church you join and participate with (Romans 10:10). 

If you will not be communing with us today, please know that this is not a judgement on you or your 
faith; we are simply not currently united in our public confession of faith. Also know that we long to 
be united with you and for you to join us at the Lord's Table in the future. If that is also your desire or 
you have more questions, please talk with the pastor after the service to learn more. 
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The Sacrament 
 
Stand 

 
Preface 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz; Tune: Finnish; Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903; Tune: Public domain 
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Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God  

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz; Tune: George J. Elvey; Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903; Tune: Public domain 

 
Be seated 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn 612 How Great Thou Art 
 773 O Lord of Nations 
 A song leader will sing throughout.  
 Please join as you feel comfortable. 
Stand 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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Prayer 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 774 God Bless Our Native Land 
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Take Home Questions  
 
Daniel 1:3–21 
1. While this account might be less familiar, it sets the stage for the rest of Daniel's life. 

What stands out or surprises you most about this reading? What questions does it raise 
for you?  

  

 

2. God was in control of both Judah's defeat (see Daniel 1:2) and Daniel's success (v. 9). In 
what ways does knowing God works behind the scenes in politics give us peace when our 
culture feels hostile to our faith? 

  
 

3. In what ways did Daniel and his friends balance their duties to an earthly king with their 
loyalty to God? In what ways can we balance being excellent citizens in our earthly nation 
while keeping our primary identity in God’s kingdom? 

  

 

Romans 13:1–7 
4. In what ways does remembering that God establishes every earthly authority and actively 

rules over them change how we view and treat our civic leaders? 
  

 

5. Verse 2 warns that opposing government authority is actually opposing God. What are 
some of the more subtle ways we might fall into disrespecting or opposing the authorities 
God has placed over us? 

  

 

6. This week’s theme notes that "God does not need our good works, but our neighbors do." 
In what ways do the civic duties mentioned by Paul (paying taxes, showing honor, etc.) 
serve as a tangible way to love our neighbors and preserve order in society?  

  

 

Matthew 22:15–22 
7.  The Pharisees were amazed by Jesus' reply (v. 22). For what reasons is his answer of 

giving "to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's" so 
brilliant and unexpected? 

  

 

8.   Jesus refused to be trapped by a divisive political issue. In what ways can we as a family 
of believers resist the temptation to let modern political divisions distract us from our 
primary, unifying mission of sharing the Gospel? 
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News & Announcements 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 
Ten Lies about God 
Join us on Sundays in the Bible Study Room  
7:45-8:30 am 

 

Keep Ministry Moving Campaign Complete 

Thanks be to God! Through the generous support of our congregation, 
the Keep Ministry Moving campaign has reached and exceeded its goal. 
We received $76,935 in gifts, along with the full $25,000 matching gift, for 
a campaign total of $101,935. We give thanks to everyone who contributed 
through their gifts, prayers, and encouragement throughout this effort. 
Your generosity will help keep our ministry moving forward as we 
continue sharing the good news of Jesus. To God be the glory! 

Volunteers Needed & RSVP for the Wallander Welcome Meal 

Following Pastor Wallander's Installation Service on Sunday, July 19, our congregation will gather 
for a Welcome Meal in the gymnasium beginning around 5:30 pm. To help us prepare enough 
food, please RSVP if you plan to attend. We are also looking for volunteers to help with food 
preparation and setup on Saturday, July 18, beginning at 9:00 am, as well as serving, kitchen clean-
up, and tear-down following the meal on Sunday. RSVP and volunteer sign-up sheets are available 
at the Ministry Table across from the mailboxes in the Welcome Center, or you can sign up online. 
Thank you for helping us extend a warm St. Paul's welcome to the Wallander family! 

Outdoor Christian Concert in Rome July 17 | 5:00-8:00 pm 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is sponsoring a free outdoor concert featuring contemporary 
Christian artist Mike Westendorf on Friday, July 17, from 5:00–8:00 pm at the Rome Town Center 
Bandshell (274 Geneva Trail). Food trucks will be available from 5:00–7:30 pm. Invite your 
family, friends, and neighbors to enjoy an evening of Christian music and fellowship. In case of 
inclement weather, the concert will be held at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. 

Clothing Drive Coming in August Aug. 10-15 

Our annual Clothing Drive will be held August 10–15. As plans are 
finalized, additional information about donation times, volunteer 
opportunities, and the public giveaway will be shared in the coming 
weeks. Please mark your calendars and begin setting aside gently used 
clothing to donate. 
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Calendar  July 5 -July 12 

 
Sunday  7:45 AM Bible Study in the Bible Study Room  
 9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
 10:30 AM  Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Bible Study Room  
 
Tuesday  10:00 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
 1:30 PM Spiritual Health Group in the Resource Center  
 6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings 
    
Wednesday 6:00 PM Bible & Brews at Grand Avenue Tavern 
   
Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop  
  
Sunday  7:45 AM Bible Study in the Bible Study Room  
 9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
 10:30 AM  Foundation of the Christian Faith in the Bible Study Room   

 
Attendance Report        
Last Week’s Attendance: 189 

          
Next Sunday    
Theme: What Makes Christians Different:  

Christians Are Planted by the Word 
Readings: Isaiah 55:6–11; 1 Corinthians 3:5-11;  

Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

 
Upcoming Dates 

July 19 Installation Service & Welcome Meal 
Aug. 10-15 Clothing Giveaway 
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