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SO, YOU’RE A CHRISTIAN?
GOD IS MY ALL IN ALL
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

July 2, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find these things and 
answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
Not all love is good. It is self-destructive to love bad things. However, it is just 
as harmful to love good things in a bad order. For example, it would seem to be 
a good thing that a man loves his dog. But if he loves his dog more than he loves 
his wife, his “love” for both is disordered. That is not in the best interests of the 

man, his wife, or even his dog. For love to be healthy, it needs to be properly ordered. 

The Christian loves God above all things. For the Christian understands that everything in this 
present world is transitory. Relationships fail. Empires fall. Accomplishments are quickly 
forgotten. But nothing about God is transitory. God’s love is eternal. He promises the Christian 
everlasting life. And so the Christian struggles not simply to avoid loving bad things. The 
Christian struggles to love God above all other good things too. Because the Christian 
understands that God is of ultimate value

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. To prepare 
yourself for the Lord's Supper, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 8 of this 
service folder or Christian Questions on page 295 of the hymnal.

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Organist Destinee Fiecko

Copyright Information
Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Service: Setting Three
Setting Three begins on page 188 of the hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 614 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190

Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you 
with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in 
your care; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated
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First Reading Exodus 32:15–29
Aaron’s excuses for the Israelites’ idolatry remind us of our own rationalizations for failing to 
love God above all things.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 27C The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation

Hear my voice when I / call, LORD;
   be merciful to me and / answer me.
Do not hide your / face from me,
   do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my / helper.
Do not reject me or for- / sake me,
   God my / Savior.    Refrain

Though my father and mother for- / sake me,
   the LORD will re- / ceive me.
I remain confi- / dent of this:
   I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the / living.
Wait / for the LORD;
   be strong and take heart and wait / for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
   and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: David Haas. Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:11–16
Paul describes the man of God in action, striving to love God above all things.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34

Pastor sings:
Whoever wants to be my disciple must de - / ny themselves
and take up their cross and / follow me.

Refrain 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Matthew 10:34–42
Jesus calls us to love him above all else—family, friends, personal safety, and even life itself.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 702 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake

Sermon

Stand
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
        maker of heaven and earth,
        of all that is,
        seen and unseen.
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
        eternally begotten of the Father,
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
        begotten, not made,
        of one being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
        and became truly human.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
    He suffered death and was buried.
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the Lord, the giver of life,
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
        who in unity with the Father and the Son 
            is worshiped and glorified,
        who has spoken through the prophets.
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we 
live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory.
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.
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Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and 
demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and 
our desire to live according to your will.
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help 
them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and 
lasting joy. Encourage more people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel.
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.   

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are 
afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the 
mourners who miss someone they loved.
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 
Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us 
patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, 
prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Connect Card and Offering
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Special Prayers This Week
† Elaine Gill passed away   
† Pat Bowes passed away
†
†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   
  

 

 


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Musical Offering

The Sacrament
Stand

Preface CW 199

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 
your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us 
from sin.
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We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, 
that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase 
our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will 
welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our 
Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Lamb of God CW 202

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 704 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

Distribution Hymn 660 Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face
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Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 711 Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult sts. 1, 4–5
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Take Home Questions

1. This Sunday we are beginning a new series with the theme So, You’re a Christian? In it, 
we will examine the essence of being a Christian. Many people profess to be a Christian, 
but what does being a Christian actually mean? In what ways would you currently answer 
that? What things necessarily characterize a Christian? (At the end of the series, I’ll ask the 
same question again so you can compare your answers.)

2. In Matthew 10 Christ asserts the all-important nature of faith and the all-consuming 
nature of discipleship. Following him cannot be moderately important. In what ways has 
your faith taken a back seat to other things in your life?

3. The account in Exodus 32 is a good case study for the all-consuming nature of discipleship. 
In what ways did the Levites demonstrate their total dedication to and love for God? In 
what ways can you mirror that same dedication and love in your personal context and 
setting?

4. In 1 Timothy 6:11-16 Paul is giving Timothy a final charge. What words would you use to 
describe the tone of Paul’s encouragement? Compare this with the characterization of 
discipleship from the other readings.
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study: 
Discipleship Bootcamp 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Coming Voters’ Meeting July 16 | 12:30 pm  

With the end of our fiscal year, it is time for a quarterly voters’ meeting. This will be held on 
Sunday, July 16 at 12:30 pm. To make this time more convenient for everyone, a lunch will be 
served after the second service. Enjoy some fellowship time before the meeting gets underway. 
A full packet of reports and information should be available next Sunday.  
(Note: There was a misprint on the July calendar, the correct time for this meeting is 12:30 pm.)

Help Publicize Our Creative Arts Camp
The projects are planned, many volunteers have signed up, now we need 
children to who we can minister! Please help by hanging posters and/or 
handing out postcards. Both of these can be found on the Ministry Table. We 
have lists of businesses that have accepted our posters in the past, we just need people to 
distribute posters.  The lists are batched by location, so you won’t re running all over town. The 
postcards are for handing out to friends, neighbors, and people you run into at the park.

More Ways to Help
Check out our Ministry Table before you leave. We have added a list of food donations that are 
needed for the Creative Arts Camp. Just sign up for what you plan to bring. Remember that we 
also need parts for making PVC pipe harps and volunteers to supervise children. A meeting will 
be held on Thursday, July 13 at 6:30 pm to ensure everything is completed in time for the camp.

Fostering Faith in the Next Generation Webinar July 27 | 7:00 pm

Hear from real parents in the trenches of discipling their children for a lifetime of spiritual 
growth and following Jesus. They will speak to the challenges that come living counter culturally 
in a world that tries to keep us distracted and busy. What are they doing to build faith in the 
home across the spectrum of ages? How do they maintain regular time in the Word when 
schedules are so hectic? What does devotional time look like as a family? And how are children 
taught to incorporate individual time in the Word to grow this spiritually healthy lifelong habit? 
To learn more, go to WELS.net and look for Women’s Ministry under the Serving You tab.
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Mike Westendorf in Concert at Good Shepherd July 9

Christian worship leader and musician Mike Westendorf will be a part of the 
celebration at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Sunday July 9. A special 
worship will be held at 9:00 am followed by a barbeque lunch, music and fun. 
Good Shepherd is located at 10611 State Highway 13 South.

Save the Date ~ Wills & Estate Planning Workshop Oct. 2 | 3:00 & 6:30 pm

Pastor Jon Kehren, WELS Christian Giving Counselor, will hold two presentations on a wills and 
estate planning on Monday, Oct. 2. Choose from either 3:00 or 6:30 pm.  If you don’t have a will 
or would like to review a current will, this presentation will help you find answers to your 
questions. Be sure to mark your calendars, so you don’t miss this event.

Dementia-Friendly Church Training in August August 9

On Wednesday, August 9, at 6:00 pm, we will be conducting a training session for staff and 
volunteers on how to make our church a safe, respectful, and welcoming place for people with 
dementia and their caregivers. We will learn tips for interacting with a person who has dementia 
and for creating a dementia-friendly physical space.

Wildcat Open Golf Outing August 12

This four-person scramble will be held Saturday, August 12 at Pine Valley Golf Course and helps 
fund athletics and engineering programs at Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS). Your 
entry fee covers 18 holes with a cart, food and prizes. If you don’t have four-people you will be 
matched with other players. Registration starts at 9:00 am with a shot-gun start at 10:00 am. 
Brochures with registration forms can be found on the Ministry Table.

Summer Schedule for St. Paul’s Scrip
Due to shipping increases for physical card orders, St. Paul’s may not be placing orders every 
week. Total rebates for the order must at least cover the shipping costs of $10.50. We appreciate 
your patience when there are delays. We continue to have many popular cards in stock, and you 
can always order ecards or refill physical cards from the RaiseRight.com website.

NLHS Scrip Center on Vacation
The scrip center at Northland is closed the next two weeks, July 2-16. Although we are not able 
to place orders, we will still sell from our stock on those Sundays. We stock the following cards: 
Amazon, Culver's, VISA, Homestead, Kwik Trip, McDonald's, Piggly Wiggly, Quality Foods, Pick 
'n Save, Misty's Menu, Subway, Walgreens, and Walmart. If you have any questions, see someone 
at the scrip table or call Sue Kulhanek at 715-421-4414. 
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Calendar July 2-10

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Discipleship Bootcamp in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship
 

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Discipleship Bootcamp in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

 
Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  209

Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 923,760
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 807,679

Upcoming Events
July 9 Mike Westendorf at Good Shepherd 
July 13 Creative Arts Camp Meeting
July 16 Quarterly Voters Meeting
July 23 Rafters Game with Good Shepherd
July 23-27     Creative Arts Camp 

Take hold of eternal life, to which 
you were called and about which 
you made your good confession in 
the presence of many witnesses. 

– 1 Timothy 6:12b
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


