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Undivided Attention on  
The Mission Right before Us 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

“Return to your home 

and tell how much God 

has done for you.” 
 

Luke 8:39 
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

June 29, 2025 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
We tend to think of mission work as being “over there,” something done in a far-away place. It 
is good and right to support foreign mission work with our prayers and offerings. However, 
something is off if we allow our appreciation for “over there” mission work to take our eyes off 
the mission that is right before us. Here is the two-fold reality worthy of our undivided attention 
this week. First, if we have seen the grace of God, we will serve as witnesses for Christ. Second, 
we need not cross the ocean to share the gospel. We can simply cross the street. In our various 
callings—parent or grandparent or sibling, friend or neighbor or coworker—God will provide 
one opportunity after another to serve as the witnesses Jesus has made us to be. So, let us 
continue to pray for and support “over there” mission work. But let us also give our undivided 
attention to the mission that God had placed right before each of us. 

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist, Tammy Paul; Offering Music, Pastor and Lauren Plagenz 

Acknowledgements 
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by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.  
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The Service 
 
Welcome 
 
Hymn 738 The Son of God, Our Christ 
 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 155 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 



5 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord God, heavenly Father, you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, into this world to destroy 
the works of the devil and protect us poor people against such an evil foe. Uphold us in all 
affliction by your Holy Spirit so that we may have peace from such enemies and remain forever 
blessed; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 43:8–13 

Those who have seen what the Lord has done are witnesses who testify on his behalf right 
where they live. 

  8Bring out the people who are blind, though they have eyes, 
 and the people who are deaf, though they have ears. 
  9Let all the nations be gathered together, 
 and let peoples be assembled. 
 Who among them has declared this? 
 Who has made known to us the former things? 
 Let them produce their witnesses to show that they were right, 
 so that people can hear and say, “This is truth.” 

  10You are my witnesses, declares the LORD. 
 You are my servant, whom I have chosen, 
 so that you may know me and believe in me, 
 so that you will understand that I am he. 
 Before me no god was formed, 
 and after me there will not be another. 
  11I, yes I, am the LORD, 
 and apart from me there is no savior. 
  12I myself declared it. 
 I brought salvation, and I announced it. 
 It was not some strange god among you. 
 You are my witnesses, declares the LORD, 
 and I am God. 
  13Indeed, from the first day, I am he. 
 There is no one who can deliver anyone from my hand. 
 I act, and who can reverse it? (EHV®) 
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The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn 517 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (sts. 2,3) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt. © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; Public domain 

 

Second Reading 2 Timothy 1:3–10 

The grace of God has been revealed to all in Jesus Christ; all who have seen it serve as witnesses 
of God’s grace in their various callings. 

  3I thank God, whom I serve with a clean conscience as my ancestors did, as I constantly 
remember you in my prayers night and day. 4When I remember your tears, I long to see you, 
so that I may be filled with joy. 5I remember your sincere faith, which first lived in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am convinced that it also lives in you. 
  6For this reason I am reminding you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands. 7For God did not give us a timid spirit, but a spirit of power 
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and love and sound judgment. 8So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of 
me his prisoner. Instead, join with me in suffering for the gospel while relying on the power of 
God. 9He saved us and called us with a holy calling, not because of our works, but because of 
his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10and 
it has now been revealed through the appearance of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation 1 John 4:14 
Alleluia. We have seen and testify  
that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Alleluia.  

 
Gospel Luke 8:26–39 

Jesus sets a demon-possessed man free then instructs the man to return to his home and be a 
witness to the goodness of God. 

  26They sailed down to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across from Galilee. 27When 
Jesus stepped ashore, a man from the town met him. He was possessed by demons and for a 
long time had not worn any clothes. He did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28When he 
saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before him, and said with a loud voice, “What do I have to do 
with you, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don't torment me!” 29For Jesus had 
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. In fact, the unclean spirit had seized 
him many times. He was kept under guard, and although he was bound with chains and 
shackles, he would break the restraints and was driven by the demon into deserted places. 
  30Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 
 He said, “Legion,” because many demons had gone into him. 31They were begging Jesus that 
he would not order them to go into the abyss. 32A herd of many pigs was feeding there on the 
mountain. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them 
permission. 33The demons went out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the lake and drowned. 
  34When those who were feeding the pigs saw what happened, they ran away and reported it 
in the town and in the countryside. 35People went out to see what had happened. They came to 
Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus' feet. He was 
clothed and in his right mind, and the people were afraid. 36Those who saw it told them how 
the demon-possessed man was saved. 37The whole crowd of people from the surrounding 
country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were gripped with great fear. 
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 As Jesus got into the boat and started back, 38the man from whom the demons had gone out 
begged to be with him. But Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to your home and tell how 
much God has done for you.” Then he went through the whole town proclaiming what Jesus 
had done for him. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

Children’s Message 
 
Hymn of the Day 744 Rise, Shine, You People 
 

Sermon 
 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Father in heaven, you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus, to bring peace and hope to our fallen 
world. Already in eternity you planned to overturn the tyranny of Satan and the ravages of sin 
and you kept your promises to restore the perfection of paradise. 
Lead us to cherish your great mercy and hold to it as our priceless treasure.     
  
Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, we praise and adore you for offering your perfect life and innocent 
death to redeem the world from death and hell. You proclaimed the good news that sins are 
forgiven and life with God is restored and you called your followers to share the gospel with all 
people. 
Make us bold and confident to be witnesses to family and friends we know and love.  
   
Holy Spirit, Lord, and giver of life, through Word and sacrament you create and strengthen 
faith that trusts the promise of the Father and the work of his Son. You break down the 
barriers of resistance and rejection and bring the lost into the family of God.  
Empower and encourage us to speak about Jesus to neighbors and acquaintances.  
  
Special prayers and intercessions 
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Special Prayers This Week 
†   

†   

†   

†  
†   
†    
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Silent prayer 
  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, move us by your great love to enter the mission fields near our 
homes and neighborhoods. Help us always to be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have.  
Guide us, strengthen us, and bless us as we share the love of Jesus. Amen. 
 

Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 

 
Musical Offering I Love to Tell the Story 
      
Stand 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
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Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

Hymn 893 For All the Faithful Women (1,13,3,4) 

  

        reaching out 

               with the love 

              of Jesus 
     one heart  

            and home at a time 
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Take Home Questions  
 

Isaiah 43:8–13 
1. In what ways would you describe the LORD based on these verses? Who is he 

and what has he done? 
 
 
2. What are we to do with that information from question 1 (v. 10)? In what ways 

can you do that in your everyday life? 
 
 

2 Timothy 1:3–10 

3. What role did Timothy’s family life play in his present circumstances? (See also 
Acts 16:1.) 

 
 
4. Describe the spiritual qualities God has given us (v. 7). What role does each 

play in the work of the ministry? 
 
 
5. Obstacles to Paul’s mission work were fear of persecution and shame over the 

humble message of the cross. In what ways do you see these obstacles today 
and how do we overcome them? 

 
 
Luke 8:26–39 
6. How does Luke show the power of Satan in these verses? How does he show 

the power of Jesus? 
 
 
7. For what reasons is Jesus’ parting command to the formerly possessed man a 

perfect motto for our personal mission work (v. 39)? 
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News & Announcements 
 

This Sunday’s Bible Study Hour:  
The Light in the Dark – 
The formation of the New Testament Canon 
Join us in the cafeteria at 10:30 AM 

  
Movie Night July 7 | 6:00 pm  

We are showing the movie "One by One" in our church sanctuary on Monday, 
July 7 at 6:00 pm. The movie depicts the life career of WELS Pastor David 
Rosenau. Prior to entering the pastoral ministry, Pastor Rosenau worked as an 
undertaker, an undercover narcotics detective, and a homicide investigator. 
God worked in his life, shaping and preparing him for ministry service. It is 
our hope that this movie will help motivate and encourage members to share 
the life-changing message of Jesus and his love. 

Compline Service This Wednesday 

Our monthly evening service is this Wednesday, July 2 at 6:30 pm. This service includes the 
Lord’s Supper, so it is a great option if you haven’t been able to make it on a communion 
Sunday. 

Office Closed for the Holiday 

The office will be closed on Friday, July 4 in celebration of the holiday. If you have a family 
emergency, you can contact Pastor Plagenz on his cell phone: 920-689-3036.   

Stuff the Bus Collection Begins This Week 

Your small act of kindness can make a big difference in a child’s success this school year. Bring 
new school supplies to St. Paul’s for the Stuff the Bus school supply drive. This drive beings this 
week and continues through Aug. 6. The items most needed items are backpacks, notebooks, 
folders, markers, glue sticks, scissors, and colored pencils. Items should be plain-colored, 
without pictures or graphics on them. Look for the collection bin by the Ministry Table during 
the month of July. 

If you know a family in need of school supplies for the fall, direct them to register for a pickup 
time at  www.uwswac.org/form/stuff-the-desk-registration-2025.  
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Hiring: School Secretary 

We are hiring a part-time school secretary to assist with school 
administrative tasks. Please contact our principal, Mr. Andy Van Weele, 
for more information: avanweele@stpaulswr.org or 281-299-8388. 

Donate to the Food Pantry   

St. Paul’s is serving at the local food (FOCUS) this week. This is a great time to make a donation 
of non-perishable food items. You can drop off your donations at the church or take them 
directly to FOCUS Food Pantry (2321 W Grand Ave). St. Paul’s has a small in-house food pantry, 
as community members sometimes turn to the church in times of need. If you drop off your 
donations at church, we will stock our in-house pantry first, then pass on the extras to FOCUS. 

Support the NLHS Golf Outing 

The 31st Annual Wildcat Golf Outing is Saturday, August 9 at Pine Valley Golf Course. As 
Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) celebrates the 31st year of this event, they have set the 
ambitious goal of raising $31,000! All proceeds will directly benefit NLHS students by supporting 
the Engineering and Biomedical programs, as well the NLHS Tuition Assistance program. With 
your help and continued support, this goal can be reached!   

How you can help: If you are a golfer, sign up a team. If you are not a golfer but know someone 
who is, sponsor a team. Donate or sponsor a raffle item. Give a financial donations for a hole 
sponsorship or the luncheon.  Invite your friends, family, co-workers, and neighbors to join in the 
fun. Come take pictures of the Golf Outing for NLHS. If you would like more information or have 
any questions, please contact Stacy Summers at opportunities@nlhs.org or call 715-212-4610. 

Last Chance to Give 

Our collection for the MLC Congregational Partner Grant program ends today. Your gift will be 
matched by Martin Luther College to support one of our members attending there with the 
intention of becoming a called worker. Simply note Congregational Partner Grant or MLC on 
your offering envelope or PayPal gift.  The deadline to submit gifts is June 30. 
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Calendar  June 29-July 6 

 
Sunday  9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
 10:30 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 
Monday 11:45 AM Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry  
  
Tuesday 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
 3:45 PM Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry  
 6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings 
   
Wednesday 6:30 PM Compline Service 
 
Thursday 11:45 AM Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry  
 
Sunday  9:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 10:30 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria   

 
Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  168 

 
Next Sunday    
Theme: Undivided Attention on the Want for Workers 
Readings: Ezekiel 2:9-3:11; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Luke 10:1-12,16-20 

 

Upcoming Events 
July 1 Stuff the Bus School Supply Drive 
July 4 Office Closed for Independence Day 
July 7 Movie Night 
July 20 Summer Congregational Meeting 
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Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org  
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