WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

“Whoever finds
his life will lose it,
and whoever loses

his life for my sake
will find it.”

Matthew 10:39

Say It Out Loud:
Love God Above All
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church | wisconsin Rapids, Wi

June 28, 2026

Welcome To Worship A e

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here.
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
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Not all love is good. It is self-destructive to love bad things. It is just as
harmful to love good things in a bad order. For example, it would seem to
be a good thing for a man to love his dog. But if he loves his dog more than
he loves his wife, his “love” for both is disordered. For love to be healthy, it
needs to be properly ordered.

Christians love the people whom God has placed into their lives. But when

those people desire something that God does not desire, Christians love and serve God above
all. Properly ordered love leads us to be faithful to God and his Word. We love God above all
because he first loved us.

Those Serving in Worship

Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist: Marilyn Foley; Musical Offering: Bob Hafermann
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The Service

Welcome

Hymn 704 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Glory to God in the Highest
Tune: AURELIA
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1 To God on high be glo - ry and peace to all the earth,
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we wor-ship you, we bless you,Lord God, our heav'n-ly King.
you reign, O Christ,for - ev - er, for you are Lord a - lone!

Text: Michael D. Schultz

Tune: Samuel S. Wesley

Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Tune: Public domain
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you with all our
heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in your care;

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Exodus 32:15-29
When we hear Aaron’s excuses, we recoghize our own rationalizations.

Moses turned and went down the mountain, with the two tablets of the Testimony in his
hand—tablets that were written on both sides, written on one side and on the other. “The
tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets.

When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is
the noise of war in the camp.”

BMoses said, “It is not the sound of people who shout for victory; neither is it the sound of
people who cry because of defeat. But I do hear the sound of people who are celebrating.”

YAs soon as Moses came near the camp, he saw the calf and the dancing, and Moses' anger
burned. So he threw the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain.
2°He took the calf that they had made, burned it with fire, ground it to powder, and scattered
it on the water. Then he made the people of Israel drink it.

Moses said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you have brought such a
great sin on them?”

2Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord burn. You know these people. They are set on
evil, 3so they said to me, ‘Make a god for us, who will go ahead of us, because this Moses, the
man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’
2450 I said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, pull it off.’ So they gave it to me. I threw it into the
fire and out came this calf.”

When Moses saw that the people were out of control (for Aaron had let them get so out of
control that they were disgraced among their enemies), 2Moses stood in the gate of the camp
and said, “Whoever is on the LORD's side, come to me!”

All the descendants of Levi gathered themselves together to Moses. ??He said to them, “This
is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘Every man is to strap his sword on his thigh and go
back and forth throughout the camp, from one gate of the camp to the other, and every man is
to kill his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbor.” 8The Levites did
what Moses said, and that day about three thousand men from among the people fell. 2Moses
said, “Begin your service of the LORD today. Yes, because every man among you took a stand
against his son and against his brother, the LORD is bestowing a blessing on you today.” (EHv®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day 27C The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation
The Church sings Psalm 27 in services that emphasize the victory of the light of the Lord over
darkness and unbelief, false gods and false doctrine.

Refrain
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Hear my voice when I / call, LORD;

be merciful to me and / answer me.
Do not hide your / face from me,

do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my / helper.
Do not reject me or for- / sake me,

God my / Savior. Refrain

Though my father and mother for- / sake me,
the LORD will re- / ceive me.
I remain confi- / dent of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the / living.
Wait / for the LORD;
be strong and take heart and wait / for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: David Haas

Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer

Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903



Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:11-16
St. Paul describes the good fight of faith.

"But you, O man of God, flee from these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, perseverance, and gentleness. *Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of eternal life, to
which you were called and about which you made your good confession in the presence of
many witnesses. 3l charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ
Jesus, who made a good confession as a witness before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this
command without spot and without fault, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
he will make known at the proper time—the blessed and only ruler, the King of kings and Lord
of lords, *who alone has immortality, who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has
seen or is able to see. To him be honor and power forever! Amen. (EHV®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34
Alleluia. Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 10:34-42
Jesus calls us to love him above all.

3¢‘Do not think that I came to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a
sword. 35For I came to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 3°A man's enemies will be the members of his own
household.

37“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 3¥Whoever does not take up his cross and
follow me is not worthy of me. 3¥Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life
for my sake will find it.

4°“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me.
“Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward. Whoever
receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward.
“Whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink because he is my
disciple—Amen I tell you—he will never lose his reward.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



Children’s Message

Hymn of the Day 702 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake
Sermon Based on 1 Timothy 6:11-16
Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated



Special Prayers This Week
T  For the family of John Batzer who passed away on Wednesday.

T  For the family of Marla Ohrmundt, a member at Divine Word and former teacher at St. Paul's,
who passed away.

T

T
T

Prayer of the Church

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ.
Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a love
like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other
with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping
their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a
blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for those
who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend
those who cannot defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief,
and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven
their sins and opened the gates of heaven.

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. Give patience
and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.

Special prayers and intercession



Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers,
spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Connect Card and Offering

Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If the gospel message
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR
code with your mobile phone. It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering Here | Am, Lord
Stand
Prayer Based on Psalm 27

Dearest Lord, instill in us a fearlessness no enemy can shake. Lead us to your house to
meditate on your saving deeds and gaze on the beauty of your Son, our Savior. When we
suffer, make us patient. Teach us perseverance to long for your final salvation and rest secure
in your house forever; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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Hymn 876 Fight the Good Fight
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fore us lies; Christ is the path and Christ the prize.

soul shall prove Christ is its life and Christ its love.

you will see that Christ is Lord e - ter - nal - ly.
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.

Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, New York, 1821
Text and tune: Public domain
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Take Home Questions

Exodus 32:15-29

1.

The Israelites allowed their desire for a visible, immediate leader to overtake their
devotion to the true God. What are some "good things" in your life that you easily elevate
into idols, disrupting your ordered love for God?

Moses and the Levites had to make a painful, immediate choice to stand for the Lord,
even when it meant opposing their own community and family. When has putting God
first required you to set a difficult boundary or make a choice with people you love?

1 Timothy 6:11-16

3.

Paul tells Timothy to "flee from these things" (v. 11). Read the verses leading up to this
command. What are some of the things Paul is encouraging Timothy to flee from? In
what ways can you identify those temptations in your own life?

In place of those things Paul says to “pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
perseverance, and gentleness” (v. 11). In what ways does actively pursuing these godly
traits protect us from letting worldly desires take top priority in our hearts?

We are commanded to focus on eternal life. In what ways does remembering our ultimate
eternal future help us keep our earthly relationships and daily priorities properly ordered?

Matthew 10:34-42

6.

Jesus uses strong language about family dynamics, stating that whoever loves father or
mother more than him is not worthy of him. In what ways is loving Jesus above our
closest family members actually the best way to truly love our families?

Taking up our cross and "losing our life" for Christ’s sake sounds radical and
intimidating. What does it look like in your ordinary, day-to-day routine to lay down your
own desires to serve God above all else?
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News & Announcements

Sunday Morning Bible Study

Ten Lies about God
Join us on Sundays in the Bible Study Room
7:45-8:30 am

Keep Ministry Moving Update

/‘k We are near the finish line! This past week we received gifts of $17,430 in

( \ the Keep Ministry Moving campaign. Adding in the $6,735 balance of the

1 _lh $25,000 match brings our total gifts to date to $89,615. One week remains

Ksep( to achieve our $100,000 goal. Thank you to all who have helped in this

MINISTRY cffort, with gifts large or small, with prayers, and with your encouragement
= as we work to keep our ministry moving forward. To God be the glory!

MLC Congregational Partner Grant

So far, we have received gifts totaling $325 in support for the college. There is still time to
contribute to the $1,750 maximum match the school is offering. Please consider helping future
called workers defray the cost of their college education. And thank you to Emma Schroeder for
her personal words of encouragement about her MLC experiences last Sunday.

July Newsletter Available

Be sure to check your church mailbox for the July newsletter. Inside you'll find ministry updates,
upcoming events, and other important information about what's happening at St. Paul's.
Additional copies are available in the information racks to the right of the mailboxes.

Connect with Our School Students!

At St. Paul’s, we are blessed to have a compassionate church congregation
and a wonderful school community—and we want to bring them even
closer together! We are looking for congregation members who are
interested in building meaningful connections with our school students
through a pen pal program. The program will begin next school year. If
you have a heart for our youth and would like to sign up to be paired with
a student, please reach out to Emily Radtke at eradtke@stpaulswr.org. Let’s work together to
strengthen the bond of our St. Paul’s family!
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WELS Women’s Ministry Online Bible Study

WELS Women’s Ministry is offering a five-week online Bible study, Our Bible Sisters, beginning
July 1. This study explores the lives of five women in Scripture, highlighting not only their stories
but also God’s grace, faithfulness, and purpose in their daily struggles. Sessions are offered twice
each week, Saturdays at 8:00 a.m. and Mondays at 7:00 p.m., so participants may choose the
time that works best for them. Women interested in participating can find additional
information and registration details at wels.net/events/.

Help Make the Parsonage Feel Like Home

Pastor Jeremiah Wallander, his wife Kelli, and their children will be
arriving on July 1, and we have a wonderful opportunity to help
welcome them to St. Paul's. As they transition from dorm living into

the parsonage, they are building a household from the ground up. A
housewarming registry has been created through Amazon and Target
to help with some of their needs, and all registry items will be
delivered directly to the church. If you prefer, Scrip gift cards purchased through our schools
also make a thoughtful and practical gift. Thank you for helping us give the Wallanders a warm
welcome and make the parsonage feel like home!

Volunteers Needed for the Wallander Welcome Meal

Following Pastor Wallander's Installation Service on Sunday, July 19, our congregation will
gather for a Welcome Meal in the gymnasium beginning around 5:30 PM. We are looking for
volunteers to help make this special event a success. Help is needed on Saturday, July 18,
beginning at 9:00 AM, for food preparation and table and chair setup, as well as on Sunday, July
19, for serving the meal, kitchen clean-up, and table and chair tear-down. If you are willing to
help, please sign up online or at the Ministry Table across from the mailboxes in the Welcome
Center. Thank you for helping us extend a warm St. Paul's welcome to the Wallander family!

Camp Bird Summer Camp

Camp Bird provides WELS youth currently in grades 5-8 with an
opportunity to unplug, enjoy God's creation, and grow in their faith = =
alongside Christian friends and role models. Each week includes c A p B| D
Bible study, music, swimming, archery, canoeing, arts and crafts,

nature activities, campfires, games, and plenty of time for fun and ;—E:}—’:—@’
fellowship. Campers are encouraged to work together, try new

things, and build lasting friendships in a positive, Christ-centered environment. Summer 2026
sessions will be held July 5-10, July 12-17, and July 19-24. For registration and additional
information, visit campbird.org.

FOR LUTHERANS
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Calendar June 28 -July 5

Sunday 7:45 AM  Bible Study in the Bible Study Room

9:00 AM Sunday Worship

10:30 AM  Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Bible Study Room

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
10:00 AM  Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
1:30 PM  Spiritual Health Group in the Resource Center

Wednesday  6:30 PM Compline Service

Thursday 7:00 AM  Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
Friday Office Closed for Independence Day
Sunday 7:45 AM  Bible Study in the Bible Study Room

9:00 AM Sunday Worship

10:30 AM  Foundation of the Christian Faith in the Bible Study Room

Attendance Report
Last Week’s Attendance: 201

Next Sunday

Theme: What Makes Christians Different:
Christians Find Rest in Jesus

Readings: Exodus 33:12-23; Romans 7:15-253a;
Matthew 11:25-30

Upcoming Dates

July 1 Compline Service

July 19 Installation Service & Welcome Meal
Aug.10-15 Clothing Giveaway
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