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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

June 27, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to 
see what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out our Connect Card 
to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

In these early weeks of summer, there are a lot of things that grow—berries 
and plants, grass and trees, children and families—so many opportunities 
to see how God blesses us with everything we need! But there is so much 
more growth taking place beneath the surface in our hearts. Today, we 
hear from God about how faith is like a plant—it grows. How does it 

grow? Why does it grow? That’s simply what happens when God’s Word (specifically his 
gospel message of full and free forgiveness) is preached and received. Lord, increase our 
faith, that it may grow and flourish like a firmly rooted tree!

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which is the color of growth. Our faith and 
trust in God grow as we hear the Word. Our love for others also grows as we are called to 
serve them.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (NIV84) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION . 
NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal.  Gathering Rite on the Word of God. © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted 
under OneLicense.net A-719903. Service of the Word. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“By Faith” by Keith & Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townsend.  © 2009 ThankYou Music.  Used by permission: 
CCLI#145043

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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GATHERING RITE ON THE WORD OF GOD

WELCOME

Please stand.
GATHERING RITE ON THE WORD OF GOD
Minister (M):  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C):  Amen.

All: ♫ Blessed Jesus, at your Word | Hymn 221
We are gathered all to hear you.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred
Now to seek and love and fear you,
By your teachings, sweet and holy,
Drawn from earth to love you solely. ♫

M: Oh, how I love your law!
C: I meditate on it all day long.
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies.
C: for they are ever with me. 
M: I have more insights than all my teachers,
C: for I meditate on your statutes.
M: How sweet are your words to my taste,
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Psalm 119:97-99,103) 

All: ♫ All our knowledge, sense, and sight
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till your Spirit breaks our night
With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us;
You must work all good within us.  ♫
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
(1 Timothy 3:16,17) 

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. 
For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

All:  ♫ Gracious Savior, good and kind,
Light from Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind;
Help us by your Spirit's pleading.
Hear the cry your people raises;
Hear and bless our prayers and praises.  ♫

M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in this name” (John 20:31).  The 
Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to 
pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

All:  ♫ Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Praise to you and adoration!
Grant that we your Word may trust,
Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander,
Till we sing your praises yonder.  ♫
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:   Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your 
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope 
and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
Please be seated.

The Word

FIRST LESSON  - Ezekiel 17:22-24
God plants faith.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY  The Man Is Ever Blest| CW 475
Pastor will sing the first two verses.

SECOND LESSON Colossians 1:3-8
The gospel causes faith to produce fruit.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. My Word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire 
C: and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. Alleluia. (Isaiah 55:11b NIV)

The Psalm of the Day is Psalm 1. So 
why aren’t we singing that? We actually 
still are! This hymn is an adaptation of 

the words of that Psalm. The only 
difference is that the hymn rhymes and 

is perhaps a little easier to sing.
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Please stand.
GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34
The seed of faith grows into a powerful plant.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.

HYMN Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink |CW 405

SERMON  Planting Takes Patience

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated.

After we hear God’s Word 
read and preached, we confess 
our faith in his name. We do 

so by saying back to God what 
He has first said to us.
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THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide 
church body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to 
participate.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like 
an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It 
will connect you with our website’s giving page.

WELS CONNECTION VIDEO   

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord Jesus, light of the world and saving strength of 

your people, we thank you for the gift of your Word. 
Plant it in the hearts of your people, so that, set free
from the power of Satan and fear of death, we may live to serve and honor you.

C: Pour out your Spirit on us, that we may grow richly in divine knowledge and 
spiritual understanding.

M: Bless the proclamation of your Word everywhere, so that hearts may be turned 
from the darkness of spiritual ignorance, falsehood, and despair to the light of 
knowledge, truth, and life.

C: Be with our missionaries in our own and distant lands. Protect them, encourage 
them, and crown their labors with success.

M: Let your Word shine in our homes that parents and children may dwell together in 
love and serve one another in kindness and humility. Watch over the sick, the 
sorrowing, the anxious, and the weary.  Preserve those who are in any danger of 
body or soul.

C: Supply us with the Spirit’s power, that we may ever be comforted by your truth 
and sustained by your love.

Special prayers and intercessions.

M: For these and all other things you know we need, we confidently ask in your 
name. Hear us now as we pray the prayer you taught:

In this prayer, we ask for 
God’s continued blessing 

on his Word, both in 
places we can go and 
places we cannot go.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
Be seated

HYMN By Faith 

Choir - When I feel afraid, Think I've lost my way,
Still you're there right beside me.
And nothing will I fear As long as you are near.
Please be near me to the end.

Refrain

Choir - I will not forget Your love for me, and yet
My heart forever is wandering.
Jesus, be my guide, And hold me to your side,
And I will love you to the end.

Refrain

Choir - Nothing will I fear as long as you are near.
Please be near me to the end.

Refrain
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Please stand.
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 

and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 
death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

BLESSING
M: Brother and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you 
peace.

C:  Amen.

CLOSING HYMN On What Has Now Been Sown | CW 322
Be seated. 

“The power is yours alone to 
make it spring and grow” – 
God has given us his Word 

today and, by his power 
alone, he will accomplish 
exactly what he wants.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Ezekiel 17:24 brings to mind the truth that God works in mysterious ways to 
accomplish the impossible: “I make the green tree dry up, and I make the dried-up 
tree blossom.” What are some other ways that God speaks about this truth? What are 
some ways he puts this truth into practice in our lives? Finally, how does that relate 
to our worship theme?

2. In Colossians 1:6, Paul says that the gospel “is bearing fruit and growing in the entire 
world.” Has there ever been a time when that was not true? Ultimately, what 
comfort does that sentence give you?

3. In many of the parables of Jesus, he speaks about the kingdom of God. There are 
different “layers” to what the kingdom is, depending on the context. Discuss some 
possible explanations of what the kingdom of God is.

4. Jesus spoke with many parables. In fact, Mark says that Jesus did not speak publicly 
without using a parable. That might sound cruel, but in what way might that have 
been helpful to some in the crowds? Think about the purpose of parables.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING AND CALL MEETING June 27 | 9:30 AM

There will be a two-part voters’ meeting this Sunday, June 27 at 9:30 AM. The first part is 
a special voters meeting to vote on a recommendation from Endowment Fund Committee 
to disburse $5,360 from the fund for parking lot maintenance. The second part is a call 
meeting to call a 1st and 2nd grade teacher. Please note that there is no bible study this 
Sunday, so everyone can participate in the meeting.

THE DESIGNS ARE IN! 

You can support our youth group, St. Paul’s Youth or SPYs, by 
ordering a mask or coffee mug with one of their designs on it.  See 
the display in the Welcome Center with examples of the products 
and designs. Small masks are only $5, large masks are $8, and coffee 
mugs are $10. Any donations above the cost of the items will 
support our SPYs program. 

CALLING ALL RECENT GRADUATES

Whether you are off to school, the military, or full-time employment, let the church know 
your plans. It will help us support your faith walk as you transition to this new stage of 
life. If you just graduated high school, we probably have your parent’s info listed for you, 
so be sure to contact us with your personal email & phone and your new address if you 
are moving to your own place. Giving us your school name or branch of the military will 
help us connect you with a campus or military ministry near you. If you just graduated 
college, be sure to update your info with us, too. As you settle into a career, we can help 
you settle in with a new church family or become more active in our own. Hope to hear 
from you soon!

BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

This Sunday is the last day to get the ticket package for WELS at the Ballpark with Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church.  After today, you will still be able to purchase tickets to the 
Rafters Baseball game on July 11, but you may not get the discounted price or seating near 
the group. To find out how to get tickets, look for the form on the Ministry Table or contact 
the Rafters Office at 715-424-5400.
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REGISTER FOR VBS

Our Vacation Bible School is just a few weeks away. For this year’s 
VBS, we will present the same one-day program on three different 
dates, each time at a different park. The hope is to attract families 
from the neighborhoods around those parks as well as minister to 
our own church members. So, choose a day that works for you and 
register your children. You can find a link to the registration our 
website, stpaulswr.org/vbs. There are also printed registration 
forms on the Ministry Table. Be sure to invite you friends and 
neighbors to register as well!

VOLUNTEER FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

You can help us share the gospel with children in our community through our Vacation 
Bible School. Volunteers are needed each day for crafts, games, bible lessons, meals, 
snacks, music, registration, supervising children, set up, and clean up. You can sign up 
for just one day. However, the same program will be presented each night, so there is not 
a lot of extra prep involved if you sign up for all of the days. If you can help in any of 
these areas, please sign up in the Welcome Center, use Signup Genius, or contact Kent 
Schroeder at 715-323-6167.

COMING IN JULY: STUFF THE BUS

The annual school supply drive will be held in July.  Your donations of will be distributed 
to local families in August.  Any school supplies are welcome, but those most needed are 
backpacks, notebooks, folders, colored pencils, markers, highlighters, water colors, glue 
sticks, and scissors. Look for the collection box in our Welcome Center next weekend.

HIRING: ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Paid help is needed in the church/school office to assist the staff, church leaders, 
and volunteers with their ministries and to help congregation members, school 
families, and others interact with our ministry. Some office and computer 
experience is helpful, but training will be provided. The hours are flexible. For 
more information or to apply, contact Judy Stensberg at 715-421-3634 ext. 1000 
or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org. 
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NEED A LITTLE EXTRA INCOME?

Whether you want to pay off some bills, earn a little money while going through school, 
supplement your retirement, or just want to work in a Christian environment, this job 
may be for you. Little Lambs is looking for someone to take one or both shifts of our before 
and after school care this fall. The morning shift is from 7:00 to 8:30 AM, and the afternoon 
shift is from 3:30 to 4:30 or 5:30 PM.  You would supervise preschool and kindergarten 
age students. For more information or to apply, contact Carole Melso or Kellie Jensen at 
715-421-3634 ext. 1119 or littlelambs@stpaulswr.org.

PUT YOUR GOD-GIVEN GIFTS TO WORK

In addition to VBS, volunteers are needed for many ministries. If you don’t find a good fit 
list below, visit stpaulswr.org/serve and download the Ministry Fair Form.  There are 
many other ways you can serve the Lord at St. Paul’s. 

Conduct a children’s activity at the Farmers Market: Thursdays, July 22, Aug. 19, and 
Sept. 16. The shifts are 8:00-11:00 AM and 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM. At least two people are 
needed for each shift. Contact Todd Ferkey at 715-423-9792

Assist with Sunday morning technology: Help is also needed on Monday nights. Serve 
once a month or more. Training provided. Contact Chris Williams at 507-279-0167.

Help prepare service folders: Thursday afternoons. Photocopying, proofreading, and 
other office tasks. Contact Judy Stensberg at 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org.

TASTE OF MISSIONS 2021 July 11-17

Join your brothers and sisters in Christ from around the world for Taste of Missions, an 
online missions experience. Get to know our home and world missionaries, and 
experience mission work firsthand through short video updates, live Q&A sessions, 
activities and recipes for the entire family, daily devotions, and a live worship service on 
July 17 where new missionaries will be commissioned. Learn more at tasteofmissions.com.

The gospel is bearing fruit and growing in the entire 
world, just as it also has been doing among you. 
                                            – Colossians 1:6b
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CALENDAR June 27-July 4

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Special Voters’ Meeting & Call Meeting

10:30 AM Worship

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria
10:30 AM Worship 

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 1 School Supply Drive Begins
July 22 Farmers Market Booth
July 28 VBS in Sandlot Park
Aug. 4 VBS at Helen’s House at the Zoo
Aug. 5 VBS at Robinson Park
Aug. 5-7        Clothing Giveaway 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  181   

From July 1, 2020 to June 24, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 1,041,185
Actual cost of ministry: $ 1,125,512

Mortgage balance:  $1,244,066

Organ Fund balance: $9,200

Summer Worship Series

ON THE HOT SEAT
How a Christian Approaches 

Controversial Topics

July 4- Politics
July 11 – Mental Illness
July 18 – Sexuality
July 25 – Materialism
August 1 - Abuse
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