
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

THE HOLY MINISTRY PREACHES THE TRUTH—
NOTHING MORE AND NOTHING LESS

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost



2

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

June 25, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.
It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
Martin Luther had nailed his 95 Theses to the church in Wittenberg. He took his 
stand at Worms in the face of dangerous threats: “I cannot and will not recant.” 
Lesser known, but of equal importance, are the events of June 25, 1530. The same 
spirit of boldness that filled Luther was at work among a group of Christians who 

stood before the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, one of the most powerful rulers at the time. 
They stated that their faith was different than Charles’ Roman Catholicism; different than others 
who denied basic doctrines of Christianity; different than every strand of confession that existed. 

Different though it appeared, these men were certain the Augsburg Confession, named for the 
city in which it was presented, clung to the truth of God’s Word. That is what was most 
important; not threats of persecution; not going with the flow; the truth mattered most. In a call 
for unity around the truth, on June 25, nearly 500 years ago, the Lutheran Church was born. We 
celebrate the boldness that God gave then. We pray that he blesses us (especially his called 
public ministers) with such boldness so that we would cling to the truth of God’s Word amid all 
the threats and temptations that surround us today. 

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Lucas Proeber; Organist Kristi Perry; Offering Music Tammy Paul
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The Service: Setting One
Setting One begins on page 154 in the hymnal.

Welcome 

Hymn 694 Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Dialogue
This dialogue was originally prepared for the 475th anniversary of the Augsburg Confession in 2005.

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, 
according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory forever and ever. Galatians 1:3-5

My soul faints with longing for your salvation, 
but I have put my hope in your word. Psalm 119:81

The Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, 
so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, 
might be given to those who believe. Galatians 3:22

Turn to me and have mercy on me, 
as you always do to those who love your name. Psalm 119:132

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you 
who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. Galatians 3:26-27

May your unfailing love be my comfort, 
according to your promise to your servant. Psalm 119:76

When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 
Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but a son; 
and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. Galatians 4:4-7

I have sought your face with all my heart; 
be gracious to me according to your promise. Psalm 119:58
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It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, 
and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. Galatians 5:1

I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts. Psalm 119:45

May we never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Galatians 6:14

Turn my eyes away from worthless things; 
preserve my life according to your word. Psalm 119:37

Glory Be to God CW 157
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. O Lord, favorably receive the prayers of your church, that being instructed by the 
doctrine of the blessed apostles, we may always make a pure confession of your saving truth; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Isaiah 55:6–11
Proclaiming the truth about the Lord’s mercy brings about amazing results—we have the Lord’s 
promise of that—but the results will be according to the Lord’s plans, not those of a minister.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Due to the length of other elements within the service, the Psalm is omitted. If you would like to meditate on 
its words, the Psalm of the Day is Psalm 46, found in hymn 863—A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.

Second Reading Romans 10:5–17
This is the truth ministers must proclaim: whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation John 17:17

Pastor sings:
Sanctify them / by the truth; your word / is truth.

Refrain
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Gospel Matthew 10:5a, 21-33
Proclaiming the truth means ministers bear hardships with and for Christ Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 865 O Lord, Take Pity Once You’ve Seen

Sermon The Time Has Come to Confess

Stand

Confession of Faith  Excerpts from the Augsburg Confession (1530)
It is taught among us that since the fall of Adam, all human beings who are born in the natural 
way are conceived and born in sin. This means that from birth they are full of evil lust and 
inclination and cannot by nature possess true fear of God and true faith in God.
Moreover, this same original sin is truly sin. It condemns to God’s eternal wrath all 
who are not born again through baptism and the Holy Spirit.

Likewise, it is taught that God the Son became a human being, born of the virgin Mary, and 
that the two natures, the divine and the human, are so inseparably united in one person that 
there is one Christ.
He is true God and true human being who truly “was born, suffered, was crucified, 
died, and was buried” in order both to be a sacrifice not only for original sin but also 
for all other sins and to appease God’s wrath.

The same Christ “descended into hell, truly rose from the dead on the third day, ascended into 
heaven, is sitting at the right hand of God” in order to rule forever over all creatures, so that 
through the Holy Spirit he may purify, strengthen, and comfort all who believe in him, give life 
and various gifts and benefits to them; and shield and protect them against the devil and sin.
The same Lord Christ will come in full view of all to judge the living and the dead.

It is taught that we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and righteousness before God through our 
merit, work, or satisfaction, but that we receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before 
God out of grace for Christ’s sake through faith when we believe that Christ has suffered for us 
and that for his sake our sin is forgiven and righteousness and eternal life are given to us.
For God will regard and reckon this faith as righteousness in his sight.
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To obtain faith God instituted the office of preaching, giving the gospel and the sacraments.
Through these means, he gives the Holy Spirit who produces faith, where and when he 
wills, in those who hear the gospel.

Concerning baptism it is taught that it is necessary, that grace is offered through it, and that 
one should also baptize children, who through baptism are entrusted to God.
Concerning the Lord’s Supper it is taught that the true body and blood of Christ are 
truly present under the form of bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper and are 
distributed and received there.

Concerning confession it is taught that private absolution should be used and not abolished.
However, it is not necessary to count all one’s sins, since it is not possible to do so.

Concerning repentance it is taught that those who have sinned obtain forgiveness whenever 
they come to repentance and that absolution should not be denied them by the church.
True repentance is nothing else than to have contrition and sorrow about sin, and yet 
at the same time to believe in the gospel and absolution that sin is forgiven and grace 
is obtained through Christ.

Concerning church government it is taught that no one should publicly teach, preach, or 
administer the sacraments without a proper call.
Concerning church regulations made by human beings, it is taught to keep those that 
may be kept without sin and that serve to maintain peace and good order in the 
church, such as specific celebrations and festivals.

This is a summary of what is preached and taught in our churches for proper Christian 
instruction and the comfort of consciences, as well as for the growth of believers.
This teaching is clearly grounded in Holy Scripture and is, moreover, neither against 
nor contrary to the universal Christian church.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Almighty and eternal God, when the set time had come, you sent your Son to take our place 
under the demands of the law and endure the just punishment for our sins. You raised him 
from death and for his sake, you richly and daily forgive sins. You poured out your Spirit and 
called your people to proclaim the gospel to all people.
Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits.

When the set time had come, you made our fathers bold to take their stand on the truth of 
your Word. Guided by your Spirit, they joined hands and hearts under a shared confession. By 
your grace, you have enabled us to preserve and proclaim the saving gospel of your Son.
Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. 
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Let this be a time when you renew us by Word and Sacrament, when you reform our hearts, 
and when you restore to us the joy of fellowship and service. Grant to us in this age and in this 
place the courage of the apostles, the steadfastness of the reformers, and the dedication of the 
fathers of our church’s past.
May the Lord be with us as he was with them; may he never leave us or forsake us.

Let this be a time to imitate the kind-hearted souls in our church who served the sick, helped 
the disabled, cared for the abandoned, and comforted the dying. Provide occasions to serve 
them and times to pray for them. Keep all your children in your powerful and gracious care.
As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to 
the family of believers.

Let this be a time when we recommit ourselves to the ministry of the gospel. Let us find joy in 
our unity, zeal for our work, and, if it is your will, success in our labor. Give us boldness to take 
up the trumpet none can silence or mistake. Grant us courage to proclaim your mercy to all.
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, that your 
ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Let this time and all our times be used to give thanks for your grace in Christ and to praise you 
for calling us into your mission to save. 
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love and establish the work of our hands. 
Amen. 

Connect Card and Offering
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Special Prayers This Week
†
†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   
†  

 

 

†
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Musical Offering Every Promise of Your Word

Hymn 878 Christ Alone the World’s Redeemer

Stand

Prayer Written by Martin Luther based on Psalm 46
Lord Jesus, whenever the devil, the world, and our flesh throw our lives into tumult, show us 
the fortress walls with which you have surrounded us. Lead us to drink from the delightful 
streams of your Word. Calm our spirits with the reassuring tones of your voice as you say, “Be 
still, and know that I am God.” We ask these things in your most holy name.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done   
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 874 Preserve Your Word, O Savior
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Take Home Questions

1. Isaiah 55:8-9 can be used for a number of different circumstances: funerals, job loss, or 
really any hardship. How might you apply those verses to today's focus of the Presentation 
of the Augsburg Confession?

2. Matthew 10:29-31 is another beautiful section of comfort. Discuss what makes those verses 
so comforting to you, especially given the surrounding context of the rest of the chapter.

3. In Romans 10:15, when Paul quotes the prophet Isaiah's proclamation about "beautiful 
feet," he uses a word that, in Greek, could be beautiful; it can also mean timely. What are 
some instances in your life when God has shown that he works at exactly the right time to 
bring you the gospel of good things?

4. Read the information on pages 14 and 15 of the service folder about the Augsburg 
Confession. Given a) the historical significance of this document and b) the reality that, as 
a member of this congregation, you have made this Confession your own, it would be 
worth your time to at least browse through its contents. Look at the headings. Read the 
first sentence of each section. Anything is a start. A website is provided on pg. 15. You can 
also Google "Augsburg Confession." If you would like to read the Augsburg Confession, but 
don't use a computer, let Pastor Proeber know; he'd be happy to get you a paper copy.
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Studies: 
Discipleship Bootcamp 
and Foundations of the Christian Faith
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Foundations Class Begins Today June 25 | 9:15 AM

The Bible is about relationships – our relationship with God and how that affects our 
relationships with others. Foundations of the Christian Faith will not only cover the basic truths 
of the faith, but will address such topics as the reliability of scripture, why different churches 
teach different things, and how God expects the Christian to live.  The extensive appendices will 
make this course interesting to even seasoned Christians. This study will meet in the Resource 
Center (Library) at 9:15 am for 15 weeks. 

Discipleship Bootcamp Still Taking Recruits Sundays | 9:15-10:15 AM

Dive into God’s Word to find out what Christ’s disciples do, what do their lives look like, and 
how they interact with those around them. Every class will include a “training” where you can 
apply the principles you just learned to yourself on a practical level. If you missed the first class, 
a full packet of materials will be available. Come join us for Discipleship Bootcamp!

St. Paul’s Serving at Food Pantry This Week June 26-30

Volunteers from our congregation will be picking and packing grocery orders at the FOCUS 
Food Pantry (2321 West Grand Ave). Each grocery order will also receive an invitation to our 
Creative Arts Camp. This is a great time for you to make a donation to the pantry. You can drop 
it off there or bring it to church. (There is a donation bin across from the church mailslots.)

NLHS Scrip Center Closed First Two Weeks in July
This Sunday is your last chance to place an order for Northland’s scrip before the NLHS scrip 
coordinator goes on vacation the weeks of July 2 and 9. Although, we cannot place orders after 
today, we will still sell from our stock until our supply runs out. If you need something that we 
don't carry in stock or if you have a large order, please place your order today. If you have any 
questions, see someone at the scrip table. We stock the following cards: Amazon, Culver's, VISA, 
Homestead, Kwik Trip, McDonald's, Piggly Wiggly, Quality Foods, Pick 'n Save, Misty's Menu, 
Subway, Walgreens, and Walmart.  
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Creative Arts Camp Needs Your Help So We Can Reach More Kids
Our Creative Arts Camp is meant to reach more unchurched families. The activities focus on 
fine arts, but the Good News will be shared as well. The camp will be held July 23-27, and there 
are many ways you can serve. 

Volunteer: The main people are in place, but we still need volunteers in many areas including 
set-up, registration, leading and assisting groups of children, and childcare for ages 0-4. You can 
serve for one day or for the entire camp. For a full list of positions, see the Ministry Table or look 
for the SignUp Genius link under the Serve Tab of our website. 

Donate Materials: On the Ministry Table you will see an example of a PVC 
Pipe Harp that the children will be making at the camp.  We need donations 
of PVC pipe and elbows, pool noodles, and metal electrical conduit of 
various diameters and lengths. See the Ministry Table of the exact 
specifications. Please indicate on the sheet, which items you will donate.

Hang posters: We have lists of businesses that are willing to accept our 
posters.  These businesses have been grouped by location. Just grab a packet 
of posters and hang the posters at the listed businesses. 

Help with Wood Chip Project
We are still seeking one or two people to take the lead on a project for the school, refreshing the 
wood chips in the playground. You would get quotes, order the chips, and arrange for delivery. 
The office can help with recruitment of volunteers for spreading the chips. (If you are a Thrivent 
member, you could also apply for a Thrivent Action Team grant ($250) to help fund the project.)  
If you can serve in this way, please contact the church office.

Invite a Friend to Rafters Game with Good Shepherd July 23 | 1:05 pm

A limited number of tickets are still available for the “Rat Trap” at Witter Field as Rafter take 
on the Fond du Lac Dock Spiders. We will be joining with our brothers and sisters in Christ 
from Good Shepherd for this fun event, and you are encouraged to invite friends, so they can 
rub shoulders with Christians in a non-church environment.  For tickets, please contact the 
Rafters Ticket Office and let them know you are with the Good Shepherd group.

Wildcat Open Golf Outing August 12

Invite a friend for a fun afternoon of golf as you support Northland Lutheran High School 
(NLHS). The annual Wildcat Open will be held Saturday, August 12 at Pine Valley Golf Course 
and proceeds help fund athletics and engineering programs at NLHS. Your entry fee covers 18 
holes with a cart, food and prizes. It is a four-person scramble, but if you don’t have four-people 
you will be matched with other players. Registration starts at 9:00 am with a shot-gun start at 
10:00 am. Brochures with registration forms can be found on the Ministry Table.
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Calendar June 25-July 2

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Discipleship Bootcamp in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship
 

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center 

 
Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Discipleship Bootcamp in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

 
Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  215
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 905,995
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 800,734

Upcoming Events
June 26-30 Serving at the Food Pantry
July 4 Office Closed 
July 16 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting
July 23 Rafters Game with Good Shepherd
July 23-27      Creative Arts Camp 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
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More Background on the Augsburg Confession
THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION: A GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED

Just as living things have DNA, a blueprint of their identity, so churches have their own 
“DNA,” confessions which state what they believe. Such documents provide the ABCs or basics 
of faith and tell others where a church stands on important issues. For Lutherans, the primary 
means of instruction in the faith other than the Bible is Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. 

But in terms of a public statement of faith, the most important document for Lutherans is 
the Augsburg Confession (or “Augustana” from its Latin name, Confessio Augustana), adhered 
to by all Lutheran churches throughout the world. Lutherans believe that the Augsburg 
Confession is a faithful summary of Christian faith, a statement to which we should adhere 
because it is faithful to the Bible.

THE OCCASION FOR THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION
At the time of the Reformers there was no separation of church and state as we have today. 

Instead worldly princes were insistent that their subjects belong to their religion, so that they 
would be loyal during times of conflict and war. So, when Martin Luther protested against 
abuses in the medieval church, there were political repercussions.

Charles V, the emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, which included Germany, was loyal to 
the pope, the head of the church. His enemies, the Turks, were threatening to invade the 
empire and he expected allegiance from all his subjects. On January 21, 1530 Charles invited 
German nobles and representatives of free-cities to assemble (called a “Diet”) in Augsburg in 
order to discuss the religious dissension that threatened his empire’s unity.

GOSPEL-BASED REFORM
Many medieval Christians believed that the church strayed from the truth and sought its 

reform. Unlike prior calls for reform, Luther sought a foundational reform that would change 
everything built on it. For Luther this meant calling the church back to the gospel. With an 
intense study of the Bible, Luther came to see that the gospel is not rules by which we are to 
live. He came to see rules in Scripture and in life as law, not gospel. God provides the law in 
order to tell us that our ultimate purpose is in honoring and loving God, and that we are to 
serve our neighbors in our day-to-day affairs.

However, God gives us commands which we are unable to do even though they are good in 
themselves. This is because we are sinners. The law is good, but sinners rebel against or try to 
sidestep it. God gives the law not because we can do it but in order to prove to us that our 
righteousness will not make us righteous before him. Instead, we need a righteousness that 
God himself gives us. Rendered passive before God by the law’s accusations, we are in need of 
God’s mercy.

God gives his mercy as a promise: because Jesus has died and risen for sinners, we are 
welcomed into God’s arms. God grants his favor and love to this sinful world. All who trust in 
Jesus share in this favor and are righteous. This is no fiction because finally it is utter trust in 
God’s mercy that is the only stance that we sinners can have before God.
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DISAGREEMENT OVER REFORM
The church back then and still now have beliefs and practices which do not square with 

this view of the gospel. So the reformers were compelled to confess the true faith and 
challenge corrupt practices—this is what the Augsburg Confession is about. Luther and his co-
workers reformed the church to make it true to the proper distinction between law and gospel. 

Other critics of the medieval church, unlike Luther, did not see the distinction between 
law and gospel as the key to reform. Anabaptists, from whom modern day Mennonites and 
Amish descend, believed that reformation meant that Christians should live as true disciples 
by separating themselves from the world as much as possible. For Ulrich Zwingli, reformation 
meant that the church should follow specific biblical patterns for worship and that secular 
culture should likewise follow biblical patterns.

CHARACTER OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION
Since Luther had been expelled from the church in 1521 and had likewise been declared an 

outlaw by the Diet of Worms, he was not able to attend this Diet at Augsburg called for by the 
emperor. Instead, his co-worker, Philip Melanchthon, would represent him. Originally Elector 
John of Saxony commissioned his theologians to prepare a working paper of the Reformers’ 
beliefs and practices. However, an opponent, John Eck, had written 404 Propositions which 
linked Lutheran beliefs with Zwingli. This moved Melanchthon to show Lutheran faithfulness 
to genuine catholic (meaning “universal”) teaching and so develop a confession of faith. 

The Augsburg Confession was written in both German and Latin (the scholarly language of 
the time) and read in German to Charles V on June 25, 1530. It is composed of “articles” of 
faith—matters which must be believed if you are to be a Christian. The first twenty-one are 
chief articles of faith, on which Melanchthon asserted all the parties at the Diet agreed, while 
articles twenty-two through twenty-eight list abuses in the medieval church.

The Augsburg Confession is directed against two different groups: It is opposed to abuses 
in the medieval church (some which still exist even today) and it is opposed to teachings 
adhered to by other Protestants, such as Zwingli and the Anabaptists. Most importantly, it says 
that the Lutheran movement is faithful to the apostles, Jesus’ first followers and witnesses, and 
that it was not departing from genuine catholic faith through innovative teachings.

YOU AS A CONFESSOR
Our culture tends to make confession of the faith a private matter. We think people will 

get along better if they don’t argue about religion. But just like the reformers were called to 
confess their faith before the emperor, Charles V (who did not receive it well or support it), we 
too are called to confess this same faith with integrity and conviction. The more you learn 
about the Christian faith, the better able you will be publically to defend and commend it.

The above was adapted from an article on 1517.org by Mark Mattes.
If you’d like to read the Augsburg Confession in its entirety, go to bookofconcord.org/augsburg-
confession. Be prepared, it is lengthy; but it is also worth your time.
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