
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A TOP-DOWN FAITH KNOWS THAT  
GOD IS BIGGER THAN THE STORMS OF LIFE 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

June 23, 2024 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
A powerful tornado rolls through your neighborhood. A massive hurricane heads straight for 
your city. A bolt of lightning sends 300 million volts to earth. The raw power and 
unpredictability of storms can inspire both awe and terror. We cannot stop storms from coming. 
We can only hope to survive them. However, we know the Almighty God can stop storms. He 
can calm literal storms. He could remove metaphorical storms, other types of troubles and trials. 
So, if he can, why doesn’t he? 

Well, would you rather have a God who was distant from you but removed 
all the storms of life? Or would you rather have a God who allowed some 
storms to come but promised to be right there by your side within them, 
holding you close? May God give us the top-down faith that sees that the 
latter is by far the better option. God promises to be with us through all 

the storms of life. Sometimes he removes them. But when he doesn’t, it’s only because he has 
plans to use even storms for our eternal good.    

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist Kristi Perry 
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The Service: Setting One 
Setting One begins on page 154 in the hymnal. 

 
Welcome 
 
Hymn 504 We Sing the Almighty Power of God 
 
Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 155 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
O Lord our God, so govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world that your 
church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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First Reading Job 38:1–11 

As God addresses Job, we learn that no mere man has the capacity to understand the wonderful 
ways God works. 

  1Then the LORD responded to Job out of a violent storm. He said: 2Who is this who 
spreads darkness over my plans with his ignorant words? 3Get ready for action like a man! 
Then I will ask you questions, and you will inform me. 

4Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you understand 
anything about it. 5Who determined its dimensions? I am sure you know. Who stretched out 
the surveying line over it? 6What supports its foundation? Who set its cornerstone in place, 
7when the morning stars sang loud songs together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

8Who locked up the sea behind doors when it burst out of the womb? 9When I clothed the 
sea with clouds, when I wrapped it with thick darkness as its swaddling cloths, 10when I broke 
its power with my decree, when I locked it up behind barred, double doors, 11I said, “You may 
come this far, but no farther. Here is the barrier for your proud waves.” (EHV) 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Psalm of the Day 42A As the Deer 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Martin Nystrom © 1984 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: CCLI no. 145043 

 

Second Reading Acts 27:13–26 

God does not calm every storm. Yet, he is with his people in the storm, accomplishing his good 
and gracious work. 

 13When a gentle south wind began to blow, they thought they could carry out their plan. 
They raised the anchor and sailed close to the shore of Crete. 

  14But before long, a hurricane-like wind, called the “northeaster,” rushed down from the 
island. 15Since the ship was caught in it and could not head into the wind, we gave way to it 
and were driven along. 

16As we sailed on the sheltered side of a small island called Cauda, we were barely able to 
secure the skiff. 17After hoisting it on board, the men tied ropes around the ship to reinforce it. 
Then, fearing that they would run aground on the sandbars of Syrtis, they lowered the sea 
anchor and in this way were driven along. 18Because we were tossed around so violently by the 
storm, the next day they began to throw the cargo overboard. 19On the third day, they threw 
the ship's gear overboard with their own hands. 20When neither sun nor stars appeared for 
many days and the violent storm kept pressing down on us, finally all hope that we would be 
saved was disappearing. 

  21After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up among them and said, 
“Men, you should have followed my advice and not set sail from Crete and avoided this 
damage and loss. 22But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because there will be no loss 
of life among you. Only the ship will be lost. 23In fact, last night an angel of the God to whom I 
belong and whom I serve stood beside me 24and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand 
before Caesar. And surely God has graciously given you all those who are sailing with you.’ 25So 
keep up your courage, men, because I believe God that it will be exactly the way I have been 
told. 26However, we must run aground on some island.” (EHV) 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 4:41 

 
  

They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this?  
Even the wind and the waves obey him!”  Refrain 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Gospel Mark 4:35–41 

Even the winds and the waves must obey Jesus Christ. 

  35On that day, when evening came, Jesus said to them, “Let's go over to the other side.” 
36After leaving the crowd behind, the disciples took him along in the boat, just as he was. 
Other small boats also followed him. 37A great windstorm arose, and the waves were splashing 
into the boat, so that the boat was quickly filling up. 38Jesus himself was in the stern, sleeping 
on a cushion. They woke him and said, “Teacher, don't you care that we are about to drown?” 
  39Then he got up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” The wind stopped, 
and there was a great calm. 40He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still lack faith?” 
  41They were filled with awe and said to one another, “Who then is this? Even the wind and 
the sea obey him!” (EHV) 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

Children’s Message 
 
Hymn of the Day 501 Evening and Morning 
 

Sermon 
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Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
Be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church 
We thank you, Lord, for your steadfast love and your wondrous works to the children of men. 
You hold power over wind and wave, sin and death.  
Deliver us from every trouble and distress, and bring us at last to our eternal home. 
 

You have ushered in the favorable time and day of salvation through the incarnation of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. Support all your ministers, and remove all obstacles from hearing and 
believing the Word they preach. Let your grace be proclaimed through every hardship, 
struggle and suffering. 
Encourage us to consider ourselves rich and alive in Christ despite the oppositions we 
face. 
 

Heavenly Father, open wide the hearts of Christians to one another, especially within the 
home and between neighbors. Let love be genuine, speech truthful, and patience constant.  
Let us commend ourselves in everything as those known by God’s love. 
 

Almighty God, you rule this world by your power. Give to our civil servants respect and 
recognition of your creation and its nature. When they use the authority given them from above, 
let it be in accord with your good design for our world and not the corruption of sin. 
 

Mighty Lord, you command wind and wave. Out of your mercy, spare us from disaster. Give 
success to crops; send suitable rain for the earth; give protection to those endangered by 
storms on land, sea or air.  
Give us faith both to call to you in trouble and to trust that you will work everything 
for our good for the sake of Christ.  
 

Gracious Father, you see that we are perishing, yet you call us to set our fears aside and trust in 
you for the sake of Christ, by whose blood we have received peace for our troubled 
consciences. In all suffering that we may face, teach us to trust in you fully.  
Give your protection and peace to those in need. 
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Special prayers and intercessions 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 
 

WELS Connection Asian Lutheran Seminary 
 

Hymn 984 A Vicious Storm, A Raging Sea 

 

 

Special Prayers This Week 
† For our teens traveling to the youth rally this week  

† For our call meeting 

†   

†  
†   
†    
†  
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Text: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963; © 2009 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–1876; Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 874 Preserve Your Word, O Savior 
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Take Home Questions 
  
1. Earlier in the book of Job (see chapter 31, especially verse 35), Job declared his innocence in 

the face of his immense suffering. Now God was responding to Job’s questions and claims. 
Based on our reading, what are some of the lessons Job needed to learn? 
 
 
a. At what points in your life have you needed to learn these same lessons? 

 
 

2. In today’s Gospel, we witness Jesus’ power over wind and wave. However, in Acts 27, God 
didn’t stop the storm. He allowed it to rage for weeks until the ship was destroyed. How 
would you characterize Paul’s response to such adversity? 
 
a. For what reasons was he able to respond in this way? 

 
 

b. Although God hasn’t revealed how specific storms in our lives might turn out, for what 
reasons can we respond in the same way? 
 

 
c. Make a list of some of the promises God gives in his Word on which you can rely in 

difficult situations. 
 
 

3. In Mark 4:35-41, we see the disciples in a difficult and dangerous situation. However, for 
what reasons was their response to Jesus in verse 38 so foolish?  
 
 
a. In what ways had Jesus already proved that he does care? In what ways would he prove 

that in the future? 
 
 

b. Brainstorm some ways to keep these proofs before you when you face difficult 
situations in life.  
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News & Announcements 

 
This Sunday’s Bible Study: 
Foundations of the Christian Faith 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 

  
Call Meeting on Tuesday June 25 | 6:30 PM 

We will begin calling for a second pastor this Tuesday, June 25 at 6:30 pm. Our Circuit Pastor, 
Wayne Oblender, will be here to lead the meeting and present the call list. 

Welcome Our New Teachers  

We have five teachers who will begin serving us in new 
positions in July. See the bulletin board in the Welcome Center 
for names, faces, and positions. You can help us make them feel 
welcome.   

Give a gift. Place a donation in the decorated box on the 
Ministry Table. These gifts will be used to purchase Scrip cards 
for the teachers.  The cards will be presented at the potluck. 

Attend the Installation Service. This special service will be held on Sunday, July 7, at 4:00 pm. 
We are asking that everyone where a name tag for the service, so the new called workers can 
better learn our names (and we, theirs).  

Join the potluck. To allow extra time for everyone to introduce themselves, we are holding a 
potluck supper after the installation service. Please sign up at the Ministry Table, so we know 
how many hamburgers, brats, and hotdogs to grill. 

On the Road 

A couple of our teens, Jamie Meister and Brianna Perry, are traveling to Fort Collins, CO this 
week for the WELS International Youth Rally. The rally runs four days, and is a time for teens to 
deepen their faith in Christ as well as have fun with other Christian teens.  We also have several 
member traveling to Sioux Falls, SD for the LWMS National Convention. This large gathering of 
Christians is focused promoting and supporting mission work in our synod. We pray that 
everyone has safe travels and returns inspire to carry on God’s work for them.  
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Bring a Friend for Baseball  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church asks you to bring at friend to the Rafters 
Baseball game on Sunday, July 28 at 1:05 pm. This in an opportunity for your 
friends to associate with Christians on “neutral ground”, and you will get to 
know other Christians better. Good Shepherd has reserved the area below the Rat Trap along 
the 3rd base line. Tickets cost $36/person and included all of your food through the 5th inning 
and all of your beverages through the 7th inning. Please contact Chris Rhein (715-321-6474) by 
July 7 to reserve your tickets. 

Amish Country Bus Trip August 23 

Enjoy a guided tour of the Amish country near Cashton, WI on August 23. Stops will include 
Amish farms and shops. The cost is only $55 and includes bus transportation and a soup & salad 
bar luncheon. This trip is sponsored by the Good Shepherd Ladies Group. Registration is due by 
July 15. Please see the Ministry Table for more information.  

Ninety Dollars Needed   

We need just $90 to reach our goal to fully fund our MLC Congregational Partner Grant Fund. 
This money will be passed on to Martin Luther College (MLC) for the benefit of Emma 
Schroeder, who is enrolled there for fall and pursuing a career as a called teacher.  If you are 
moved to encourage Emma’s ministry, use the envelopes are on the Ministry Table in the 
Welcome Center. MLC will match our gift, dollar for dollar, up to $1,450.  

Join the Handbells   

Our Joyful Ringers handbell choir is looking for some new members to join the group. Please 
consider using your musical talents to praise our Lord. Without your help, this music ministry 
may cease to exist. You can contact Marilyn Foley (715-697-1511 or mmfoley@solarus.net) or 
Kristi Perry (715-423-6023 or kristi_joy@hotmail.com).  

Other Service Opportunities   

Technology – Serve during the worship service you normally attend. Stop in the balcony after 
worship or contact Chris Williams at 507-279-0167. 

Before- or After-School Care for Fall – Paid or volunteer. Contact 
the office 715-421-3634 ext. 1119 or littlelambs@stpaulswr.org. 

Dime & Dollar Thrift Store – Receive donations, sort & price 
items, or help with checkout. Contact the thrift store at 715-421-
2030.   
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Calendar June 23-30 

 
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Worship  
 
Monday 1:30 PM Connect Group at WR Health Services  
 
Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
 6:30 pm Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center 
 6:30 PM Call Meeting in the cafeteria  
    
Thursday  7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
  
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Worship   

 
Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance: 208  

 
Next Sunday 
Theme: A Top-Down Faith Views Death Differently 
Readings: Lamentations 3:22-33; 2 Corinthians 4:7-15;  

Mark 5:21-24a,35-43 

 
Upcoming Events 
June 25-28 WELS International Youth Rally 
June 27-30 LWMS National Convention 
July 7 Installation of New Teachers 
July 8 Evening Worship Service 
July 12 WELS Night at the Brewers 
July 28 Rafters Baseball Game with Good Shepherd 
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