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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

June 23, 2019

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 
find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Faith trusts in God’s power completely. No matter how impossible the problem, faith believes 
that God can and will help. Faith like that, given by the Holy Spirit, is not reserved exclusively 
for the direct descendants of Abraham. Rather, the gift of faith comes to every heart in the 
spiritual House of Israel. May we cherish that powerful gift today and every day!

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which illustrates the spiritual growth that 
happens during a time when green plants also grow and flourish in our world. We grow 
in faith today as we hear God’s Word.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (NIV84) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION . 
NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal.  Service of the Word. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“White as Snow.” By Leon Olguin. © 1990 Sound Truth Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music 
Publishing, Inc.) Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, 
Inc.). Used by permission: CCLI#145043

“By Faith” by Keith & Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townsend.  © 2009 ThankYou Music.  Used by permission: 
CCLI#145043 

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Lamb of God, We Fall before You | CW 354

Please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 
dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

“Dross” is a word we don’t use 
often, but it’s at the end of this 

hymn’s first verse—it’s a word for 
the impurities that get burned off 

of metals; or it can refer to 
something that’s worthless.
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White as Snow

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray.

O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away everything that 
may be harmful and give us whatever is good; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
Please be seated

The Word

FIRST LESSON  1 Kings 8:22-24, 27-29, 41-43

King Solomon exalts the object of our faith--we do the same as we worship him.

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 96 | CW p.102

Refrain: Sing to the Lord a new song;
Sing to the Lord a new song.

Sing to the LORD, ′praise his name;*
Proclaim his salvation day ′after day.

Declare his glory among the ′nations,*
His marvelous deeds among all ′peoples.

Worship the LORD in the splendor of his ′holiness.
Tremble before him, ′all the earth.

Refrain

Let the heavens rejoice, let the ′earth be glad;*
Let the sea resound, and all that ′is in it;

Let the fields be jubilant, and every′thing in them.*
Then all the trees of the forest will ′sing for joy;

For he comes to judge the world in ′righteousness*
And the peoples ′in his truth.

Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son*
And to the Holy ′Spirit,

As it was in the be′ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. ′Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON Galatians 3:23-29
Faith transcends any barriers sin would try to create.
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia.  Your Word is a lamp to my feet 
C: and a light for my path. Alleluia. (Psalm 119:105)

Please stand.
GOSPEL - Luke 7:1-10
Great faith is both surprisingly humble and confident.
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.

HYMN Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink |CW 405

SERMON - FAITH THAT FLOORS THE SAVIOR

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated.

All three readings are 
thematically tied to the Gospel 
of the Day. We stand for the 

Gospel as a way to show 
respect for the works and 

words of our Lord.
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THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support the sharing of the 
Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel 
obligated to participate.  We ask that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship Register which 
will be passed out during the offering.  

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  
It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

OFFERING TOO BIG FOR THE PLATE

Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are 

new every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of 
your children on earth. 

C: We praise you for every grace and blessing.
M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation 

in Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere.
C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope.
M: We bring our requests for various structures of our society. Bless our national, 

state, and local governments.
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.
M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of 

fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship.

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done.
M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students 

read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and 
responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your 
created order.

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence.
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M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to 
regard their parents as your representatives.

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us.
Special prayers and intercessions 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will 
hear and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare.

C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen.  
Be seated. 

HYMN By Faith

“The Lord’s Prayer is a prayer above 
all prayers, the greatest of all prayers, 
which has been taught by the greatest 

Master of all, in which all spiritual and 
bodily trouble is comprehended and 
which is the strongest consolation in 

all temptations, tribulations, and in the 
last hour.” – Martin Luther
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CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the 
joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast 
faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:  Amen.

CLOSING HYMN This Is the Threefold Truth| CW 406

WELS CONNECTION – Welcome Home Campaign

This hymn is a joyful 
proclamation about the 

object of our faith, 
Jesus, and how his 

truth changes our lives.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Why were the readings from 1 Kings and Galatians chosen to complement today’s 
Gospel? In other words, what truths from the other two readings are lived out in 
Luke 7? Try to find three connections in all.

2. It’s interesting to read the entire prayers of people like Solomon in the Old 
Testament. Read 1 Kings 8:22-61, taking note of a few things: 1) The length of the 
prayer itself; 2) The common theme or request Solomon makes over and over again; 
3) All the different situations Solomon brings up. What, if anything, do these things 
suggest about your own personal prayer life?

3. Galatians 3:28 talks about some of the differences that caused people to put a barrier 
between someone and the gospel message. In inviting someone to church or telling 
someone personally about Jesus, what barriers might we create to convince 
ourselves that “they don’t need or deserve the gospel”?

4. Why is trying to impress people (including God) such a natural thing for us to do? 
What does God’s Word have to say about this approach to life? How does that 
change the way you live?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
 Prepared to Answer

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

ANSWERING TOUGH QUESTIONS June 23 | 9:15 a.m.   

During Sunday Morning Bible Study this summer, we will be discussing how to respond 
to questions from your friends and family about the Christian faith.  We will be using the 
book, Prepared to Answer, as a resource. Even if you don’t have the book, the discussion 
will be beneficial for your faith. (We still have some copies available for purchase.) Let's 
prepare each other to tell the greatest story ever told!  The study meets in the cafeteria.

NEW MEMBER RECEPTION NEXT SUNDAY June 30 | 9:00-10:30 a.m.

To help our new members feel welcomed, we are starting what will hopefully become an 
annual tradition, A New Member Welcome.  Between the services next Sunday, we will 
have a reception in the Welcome Center.  If you are able, please bring a coffee cake, 
muffins, or other breakfast treat to share. (Remember: no nuts.) We also ask that 
everyone wear a nametag, so our new members can learn our names and we can learn 
theirs. Be sure to say hello and to chat with the people you don’t know.  The idea is to help 
our new members feel a part of our church family.  You might even make a new friend!

PANTRY SHOWER FOR OUR NEW TEACHER

Our new teacher, Josie Avery, will be moving into town next weekend of June 29-30.  To 
help her feel welcomed to our church family, we are having a pantry shower for her.  
Please consider giving non-perishable grocery items or scrip cards. Let’s surprise her with 
a full cupboard!

APPLIANCES NEEDED 

Miss Avery will be using Parsonage 2 (on Lily Lane) as a teacherage.  The house still needs 
an electric stove, a washing machine, and a dryer.  If you are able to donate any of these 
items (new or gently-used), please contact Fred Camacho at 715-323-4566 or 
facjac@charter.net.
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LET’S BUILD AN ARK!                                               July 28-August 1

At this year’s Vacation Bible School, the children will work together 
as teams to construct a six-foot model of the ark. They will also learn 
about God’s justice care, goodness, guidance, and promises.  There 
will also be a Bible Study that teens and adults can attend and 
childcare for children under the age of 3 years old. We are starting 
things a little earlier this year, so little ones can get to bed on time. 
Our meal will be served at 5:00PM and all activities will wrap up by 
7:30PM.  You can pre-register online at stpaulswr.org/vbs.

BE A VBS VOLUNTEER

Vacation Bible School is just five weeks away, and preparation and planning have already 
begun.  This is a big event, and it takes many hands.  We have many ways to help out 
before, during and after the event. Where can you best use your gifts and abilities? Do 
you prefer to work with people or work with things? We have jobs for everyone – 
including teens. (Experiences like this look great on your college application.) So contact 
Laurie Meister (715.570.9560 or meisters.klcm@gmail.com) to volunteer or look for our 
volunteer sign-up.

NEW COMMUNITY SERVICE EVENT

If you are having a garage sale, be sure to save your extra clothing items for St. Paul’s First 
Annual Clothing Giveaway in August.  We will have two days, when the community can 
come and select what they need for their family at no cost.  You can help a family get their 
back-to-school clothes, or help someone get some much needed warm clothing for fall.  
Bring your donations on Tuesday, August 6 – 10AM-6PM and Wednesday, August 7 – 
10AM-6PM. Please do not bring anything early; we do not have storage space. And please 
bring only clothing; no other items will be accepted. 

ARE YOU GOOD WITH COMPUTERS  

Our teachers could use your help. They lack the time (and sometimes the skill) to set up 
new technology or to research how technology is being used in education. They also 
sometimes need training on how to use equipment or software. If you have skills in any 
of these areas, our faculty would love your help. Please contact Billy Aumann of our 
school board to volunteer: aumann9916@yahoo.com or 715-527-0605.
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HELP LESSEN THE SUMMER SLUMP  

Churches usually see a decrease in giving over the summer months. People are on 
vacation or up north for the weekend.  You have good intentions to support the Lord’s 
work, but you can’t drop of gift in the offering plate when you aren’t here.  Did you know 
you can give online? Visit stpaulswr.org/give to give a one-time gift or set up regular 
donations.  The ministry will really benefit from your efforts.

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE July 1-31

St. Paul’s is a drop off site for the community-wide Stuff the Bus 
school supply drive. We will be collecting items the entire month of 
July. The top items needed are: Backpacks, Notebooks (plain colors), 
Folders (plain colors), Colored Pencils, Markers, Highlighters, 
Water Colors, Glue Sticks, and Scissors. You can drop off your 
donations in the Welcome Center.

ATTENTION NORTHLAND SCRIP USERS

For the weeks of July 7 & 14, the Northland scrip center will be closed.  We will still sell 
from our stock until it runs out, but will be unable to place any orders until July 21. Please 
plan ahead and order by June 30 if you will be needing a large amount of something or 
items that we don’t have in stock. As always, thank you for supporting Northland by 
using scrip!

REMINDER FOR ST. PAUL’S SCRIP USERS

We will not be taking orders for scrip for the next couple of weeks. A limited amount of 
scrip is available from the church office, and you can use ScripNow online with your 
PrestoPay account.

SAVE COKE CODES

With all of the summer celebration, you might be going through a lot of soda.  Be sure to 
save the codes from your Coca Cola products. They are worth cash for our school. Look 
for them printed inside 12, 20, & 24 pack cartons and inside the caps on bottles. You can 
enter these codes yourself by setting up an account at us.coca-cola.com/give or bring them 
to the church office.
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CALENDAR               June 23-30
SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 

9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
10:30 AM Worship 

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Minister Peer Group in the Resource Center 

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM New Member Reception
9:30 AM Bible Study 

10:30 AM Worship 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT
Last Week’s Attendance: 261 Year-to-date average attendance: 250

From July 1, 2018 to June 14, 2019
Actual ministry income: $952,614
Actual cost of ministry: $971,270 Mortgage balance:                   $1,500,634

UPCOMING EVENTS
June 30          New Member Reception
July 1-31      Stuff the Bus School Supply Drive
July 28-Aug 1 Vacation Bible School
Aug 6 & 7 Clothing Donation Days
Aug 9 & 10 Clothing Giveaway



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634  |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org

www.stpaulswr.org


