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UNDIVIDED ATTENTION ON  
CHRIST’S CALL FOR COMMITMENT 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 

“No one who puts 
his hand to the 
plow and looks 
back is fit for the 
kingdom of God.” 
 

Luke 9:62 
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

June 22, 2025 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
There is the type of fan who follows his team if they make the playoffs. Then there is the type of 
fan who, regardless of his team’s record, watches every game and knows the stats for every 
player. There are different types of followers: the half-hearted versus the committed. Jesus is 
uninterested in followers who pay attention to his Word and will only when their other pursuits 
provide the time. Jesus wants followers who are all in . . . who love him above all things . . . who 
would be willing to leave everything else behind if that were what it would take to be with him. 
We simply do not have it inside us to produce that level of commitment. But in the gospel, we 
see how Jesus went all in for our salvation. As we witness the way Jesus made our eternal 
happiness the focus of his undivided attention, the Spirit creates within us the very commitment 
that Christ seeks. 

Those Serving in Worship 

Liturgist, Staff Minister Randy Pahl; Preacher, Pastor Ben Phelps from St. Matthew, Marathon, 
WI; Accompanist, Sue Kulhanek; Vocals, Brianna & Kristi Perry 

Acknowledgements 
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Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture 
based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used 
by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.  
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The Service 
 
Welcome 
 
Hymn 702 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake 
 
Stand 

 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 154 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
 
O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. Pour into our 
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which 
exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading 1 Kings 19:19–21 

Elisha commits himself completely to the work to which the Lord had called him, leaving family 
and wealth behind. 

  19So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. Elisha was doing the plowing 
with twelve teams of oxen in front of him, and he himself was driving the twelfth team. Elijah 
crossed over to him and threw his cloak over him. 20Then Elisha left the oxen and ran after 
Elijah. He said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother good-bye! Then I will follow you.” 
 Then Elijah said, “Go back! For what have I done to you?” 
  21So Elisha turned back from following him. Then he took the team of oxen and slaughtered 
them. Using the equipment from the oxen as fuel, he cooked the meat and gave it to the 
people, and they ate. Then he got up, followed Elijah, and served him. (EHV®) 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day 62C My Soul Finds Rest in God Alone 
A soloist will sing stanza one and the first refrain. Please join in after that as you feel comfortable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Aaron Keyes; Stuart Townend  © 2008 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: CCLI no. 145043 
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Second Reading 2 Corinthians 11:21b–30 

Christ had shown grace to Paul. That grace moved Paul to be committed to Christ, no matter the 
personal cost. 

 However bold anyone might be (I am speaking in a foolish way), I am going to be bold too. 
22Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham's seed? So am I. 
23Are they ministers of Christ? (I am speaking in a crazy way.) I am even more. I've done more 
hard work, been in prisons more often, been whipped far more, and I've been close to death 
many times. 24Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25Three times I 
was beaten with rods. One time I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. I have spent a 
night and a day on the open sea. 26I have often been on journeys, in danger from rivers, in 
danger from robbers, in danger from my own people, in danger from Gentiles, in danger in the 
city, in danger in the wilderness, in danger on the sea, in danger among false brothers. 27I have 
worked hard and struggled. I've spent many sleepless nights. I've been hungry and thirsty. I've 
gone without food many times. I've been cold and lacked clothing. 
  28Besides those external matters, there is the daily pressure on me of my concern for all the 
churches. 29Who is weak without my being weak? Who falls into sin without my being 
distressed? 
  30If it is necessary that I boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. (EHV®) 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34 
Alleluia. Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves  
and take up their cross and follow me. Alleluia. 
 

Gospel Luke 9:51–62 

Jesus teaches that following him means leaving this world behind. 

  51When the days were approaching for him to be taken up, Jesus was determined to go to 
Jerusalem. 52He sent messengers ahead of him. They went and entered a Samaritan village to 
make preparations for him. 53But the people did not welcome him, because he was determined 
to go to Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want 
us to call down fire from heaven to consume them?” 
  55But he turned and rebuked them. “You don't know what kind of spirit is influencing you. 
56For the Son of Man did not come to destroy people's souls, but to save them.” Then they 
went to another village. 
  57As they went on the way, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
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  58Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 
has no place to lay his head.” 
  59He said to another man, “Follow me!” 
 But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 
  60Jesus told him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom 
of God.” 
  61Another man also said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say good-bye to those at 
my home.” 
  62Jesus told him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the 
kingdom of God.” (EHV®) 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

Children’s Message 
 
Hymn of the Day 695 Take My Life and Let It Be 
 

Sermon 
 
Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
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    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Church 
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, 
through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his 
working through the means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 
love toward all may increase. 
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
  
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith. 
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 
life. 

Special Prayers This Week 
† For Faith Hafermann, who is suffering health issues  

†   

†   

†  
†   
†    
†  
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Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge 
our laws. 
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, 
the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or 
dangerous. 
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  
Special prayers and intercession 
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 
Amen. 

 
Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 

 
Musical Offering    We Will Be Your People 

 
Stand 

 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

Hymn 924 Abide, O Dearest Jesus 
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Take Home Questions  
 
1 Kings 19:19–21 
1. In what ways do you see complete commitment from Elisha in these verses? (Note some of 

the details given.)  
 
 

2. Share some accounts you know from Elisha’s life or page through the following chapters in 
1 and 2 Kings to familiarize yourself with his ministry. In what ways does this add to his 
commitment to the Lord’s work? 
 
 

3. What would commitment like this look like in your life? 
 
 
2 Corinthians 11:21b–30 

4. Review the list of things Paul boasted about. What should this list lead the Corinthians to 
conclude about Paul? What about the true God he served? 
 
 

5. Everything Paul boasted about displayed his weaknesses. Why would Paul want to display 
his weaknesses and not his strengths? 
 

 
Luke 9:51–62 

6. Look at events and individuals from these verses. As you do, put yourself in the place of 
the disciples. What would each of these occurrences teach them and us about work in 
God’s kingdom? 
 
 The opposition of the Samaritan town 
 
 The man who said he would follow Jesus wherever Jesus went 
 
 The man who wanted to bury his father before he followed Jesus 
 
 The man who wanted to say good-bye to his family 
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News & Announcements 
 

Movie Night July 7 | 6:00 pm  

We are showing the movie "One by One" in our church sanctuary on 
Monday, July 7 at 6:00 pm. The movie depicts the life career of WELS 
Pastor David Rosenau. Prior to entering the pastoral ministry, Pastor 
Rosenau worked as an undertaker, an undercover narcotics detective, 
and a homicide investigator. God worked in his life, shaping and 
preparing him for ministry service. It is our hope that this movie will 
help motivate and encourage members to share the life-changing 
message of Jesus and his love. 

Bible Study Cancelled for Today 

Due to an unexpected obligation in his home congregation, Pastor Phelps is unable to stay for 
our Bible Study hour.  Therefore, class is cancelled for this Sunday.  

Stuff the Bus Collection Coming in July 

Bring new school supplies to St. Paul’s for the community-wide Stuff the Bus school supply drive. 
Any school supplies are welcome. However, the items most needed items are backpacks, 
notebooks, folders, markers, glue sticks, scissors, and colored pencils. Items should be plain-
colored, without pictures or graphics on them. Look for the collection bin by the Ministry Table 
during the month of July. 

If you know a family in need of school supplies for the fall, direct them to register for a pickup 
time at  www.uwswac.org/form/stuff-the-desk-registration-2025.  

Out of Town? Livestream the Service  

You can watch the Sunday worship service from your cottage, hotel, or wherever your travels 
take you. Just visit www.stpualswr.org/worship and tap on the YouTube symbol. The livestream 
is at 9:00 am on Sunday, but the service is also archived on our YouTube channel. 

Help at the Local Food Pantry June 30, July 1 & 3 

Our turn to serve at the local food (FOCUS) is coming up in a couple 
of weeks. Volunteers are needed to fill grocery orders on Monday, June 
30 from 11:45-3:45 pm; Tuesday, July 1 from 3:45-6:45 pm; and 
Thursday, July 3 from 11:45-3:45 pm. Contact Kaytlyn Peardot if you 
can help out: 970-413-0883 or kaytlyn.peardot@gmail.com. 
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Hiring: School Secretary 

We are hiring a part-time school secretary to assist with school 
administrative tasks. Please contact our principal, Mr. Andy Van Weele, for 
more information: avanweele@stpaulswr.org or 281-299-8388. 

Conquers through Christ 

The world may tell us that watching porn is a personal matter. But it impacts current 
relationships, is a hindrance to future ones, and most dangerously, can damage our relationship 
with God. ConquersThroughChrist.net exists to help people resist, reject, and recover from porn 
use. They also have resources for family and friends of those struggling with porn temptations. 
Rejecting porn takes help both from God and from fellow Christians. Check out the website for 
more information. 

Support a Future Teacher 

One of our members is attending Martin Luther College (MLC) with the intention of becoming 
a called worker. As a congregation, we can support her by giving to the Congregational Partner 
Grant program. MLC will be match our gifts, up to $1,600 per student. Simply note 
Congregational Partner Grant or MLC on your offering envelope or PayPal gift.  The deadline to 
submit gifts is June 30. 

The Life Challenges Podcast 

This podcast deals with modern-day issues from a Biblical perspective. Recent episodes included 
topics like caring for aging parents, anti-natalism, and the effects of recreational marijuana on 
male fertility. You can find the podcast on buzzsprout.com. 

Support the NLHS Golf Outing 

The 31st Annual Wildcat Golf Outing is Saturday, August 9 at Pine Valley Golf 
Course. As Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) celebrates the 31st year 
of this event, th. Donate ot raffle.ey have set the ambitious goal of raising 
$31,000! All proceeds will directly benefit NLHS students by supporting the 
Engineering and Biomedical programs, as well the NLHS Tuition Assistance 
program. With your help and continued support, this goal can be reached!   

How you can help: If you are a golfer, sign up a team. If you are not a golfer but know someone 
who is, sponsor a team. Donate or sponsor a raffle item. Give a financial donations for a hole 
sponsorship or the luncheon.  Invite your friends, family, co-workers, and neighbors to join in the 
fun. Come take pictures of the Golf Outing for NLHS. If you would like more information or have 
any questions, please contact Stacy Summers at opportunities@nlhs.org or call 715-212-4610.  
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Calendar  June 22-29 

 
Sunday  9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
 10:30 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria - cancelled 
  
Tuesday 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center  
 6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center  
 
Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at Ground the Ground Up Coffee Shop  
   
Sunday  9:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 10:30 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria   

 
Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance: 188  

 
Next Sunday    
Theme: Undivided Attention on the Mission Right before Us 
Readings: Isaiah 43:8-13; 2 Timothy 1:3-10; Luke 8:26-39 

 
Upcoming Events 
June 30 Serving at Local Food Pantry  
July 1 Stuff the Bus School Supply Drive 
July 2 Evening Compline Service 
July 7 Movie Night 

 
Mark Your Calendar 
Aug. 5-6  Clothing Donation Days 
Aug. 7,8,10 Clothing Giveaway 
Aug. 10 Bring a Friend Sunday 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

My soul rests quietly  

in God alone. 
 

Psalm 62:1 
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311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org  
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