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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

June 21, 2026 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
Believers in God and their ministers have always been persecuted. Religious leaders 
in Jerusalem tried to muzzle the truth, but they only succeeded in sending people 
to preach the Word throughout the land. The Roman Empire persecuted Christians 
with stakes and lions, but God’s Church exploded with growth. In Martin Luther’s 
day, both pope and emperor tried to limit the gospel movement that was spreading 
from Germany, but God led many people to speak his truth. God wants his people 

to keep the faith and preach the Word even in the face of opposition.  

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using page 8 of this service folder or page 295 of the blue hymnal. 

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Mike Plagenz; Organist: Sue Kulhanek; Soloist: Emma Schroeder 

Acknowledgements 
Setting Six from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage 
Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture 
based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used 
by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.  
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The Service 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Hymn 821 On Eagle’s Wings 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

This hymn is a setting of the Psalm of the Day—Psalm 91—which reminds us of God’s protection during 
times of crisis or persecution. Because the melody in the blue hymnal varies slightly from the red hymnal, 

a song leader will guide us throughout. Please join in singing as you feel comfortable. 
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Glory to God in the Highest  

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
Tune: Public domain 

 

The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
O God, because your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of your daily 
mercies that we may live secure and content in your eternal love; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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First Reading Jeremiah 20:7–13 

Jeremiah refuses to abandon the faith even when beaten and put in stocks. 
7You persuaded me, LORD, and I agreed to it. 
You are stronger than I am, and you won out. 
I have become a laughingstock all day long, 
and everyone is mocking me. 
8Whenever I speak, I cry out. 
I cry out, “Violence and destruction!” 
But the word of the LORD has brought scorn on me. 
I am mocked all day long. 
9If I say, “I will not mention him 
or speak in his name anymore,” 
then there is a burning fire in my heart, 
shut up in my bones, 
and I am weary of holding it in. 
I cannot! 
10I hear many whispering, 
“Terror on every side!” 
All my close friends, 
those who are watching for my fall, say, 
“Denounce him! Let's denounce him. 
Perhaps he can be pressured into making a mistake. 
Then we will have the upper hand against him, 
and we will take our revenge on him.” 
11But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior. 
So my persecutors will stumble, 
and they will not gain the upper hand. 
They will be put to shame completely, 
because they have not been successful. 
Their eternal disgrace will never be forgotten. 

12 LORD of Armies, you test the righteous. 
You see the heart and the mind. 
Let me see your vengeance on them, 
for I have laid out my case before you. 
13Sing to the LORD! 
Praise the LORD, 
for he has delivered the life of the needy 
from the hand of the wicked. (EHV®) 

  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading 2 Timothy 4:1–8 

Paul encourages us to keep the faith even in the face of difficulty. 

  1I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the 
living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom: 2Preach the word. Be ready 
whether it is convenient or not. Correct, rebuke, and encourage, with all patience and 
teaching. 3For there will come a time when people will not put up with sound doctrine. 
Instead, because they have itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in line 
with their own desires. 4They will also turn their ears away from the truth and will turn aside 
to myths. 
  5As for you, keep a clear head in every situation. Bear hardship. Do the work of an 
evangelist. Fulfill your ministry. 
  6You see, I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time of my departure 
has come. 7I have fought the good fight; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. 8From 
now on, there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness. The Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will give it to me on that day, and not only to me but also to everyone who loved his 
appearing. (EHV®) 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation 2 Corinthians 12:9 
Alleluia. My grace is sufficient for you,  
for my power is made perfect in weakness. Alleluia.  
 

Gospel Matthew 10:5a,21–33 

Jesus makes us brave to confess him in public. 

  5Jesus sent these twelve out and commanded them, 
  21“Brother will hand over his brother to death, and a father will do the same with his child. 
Children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. 22You will be hated by all 
people because of my name, but whoever endures to the end will be saved. 23And when they 
persecute you in one town, flee to the next. Amen I tell you: You will not finish going through 
the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
  24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor is a servant above his master. 25It is enough for the 
disciple to be like his teacher and the servant like his master. If the master of the house was 
called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household! 
  26“So do not be afraid of them, because there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, 
and nothing hidden that will not be made known. 27What I tell you in the dark, speak in the 
daylight; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear 
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those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, fear the one who is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell. 
  29“Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
without the knowledge and consent of your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 31So do not be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows. 
  32“Everyone who confesses me before others, I will also confess before my Father who is in 
heaven. 33But whoever denies me before others, I will also deny before my Father who is in 
heaven.” (EHV®) 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Hymn of the Day 823 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 
 

Sermon Based on Matthew 10:5a,21–33  
 

Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Prayers This Week 
† For fathers 
† For David Kieliszewski, husband of Melody Kieliszewski, whose lung cancer has returned  
† For David Peterson who is hospitalized  
†  

†   

†  
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Prayer of the Church 
Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
  
The final petition will end this way: 
...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 
 
 

Musical Offering    We Praise the Christ for Martyred Saints  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness? 

† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me? 

† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament? 

† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life? 

† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?  

If you answered no to any of these questions, we ask that you do not commune with us today. 

This is because we practice "close" or "member communion." We do this to follow 1 Corinthians 
10:16,17 which teaches that Holy Communion is both an expression of unity with God and with fellow 
Christians. We want this expression to represent true and complete unity in all of what we believe 
about Jesus and the Bible. What you believe in your heart is made public by your confession of faith 
which includes what church you join and participate with (Romans 10:10). 

If you will not be communing with us today, please know that this is not a judgement on you or your 
faith; we are simply not currently united in our public confession of faith. Also know that we long to 
be united with you and for you to join us at the Lord's Table in the future. If that is also your desire or 
you have more questions, please talk with the pastor after the service to learn more. 
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The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 

Preface 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz; Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes;Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903; Tune: Public domain 
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Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God  

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 
Be seated 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymns 667 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 
 867 Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near 
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Stand 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

Prayer         Based on Psalm 91 
Lord Jesus, because you crushed the head of the serpent, make us bold to face all the 
challenges of life. With you at our side, no one can harm us. With your angels standing guard 
over us, no danger can overcome us. Help us triumph in every temptation, and show us your 
salvation. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 895 Preach You the Word (sts. 1-2,6)  
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Take Home Questions  
 
Jeremiah 20:7–13 
1. Jeremiah admits that preaching God's Word brought him insult and persecution, making 

him want to stay silent. When have you felt tempted to keep your faith to yourself 
because of how others might react?  

 
2. Despite his struggles, Jeremiah describes God’s Word as a "burning fire in my heart" that 

he cannot hold in. In what ways can we cultivate that same burning passion for the gospel 
in our daily lives? 

 
3. In verse 11, Jeremiah confidently calls the Lord a "terrifying warrior" who is by his side. In 

what ways does knowing God fights for us give us the courage to keep the faith when we 
face opposition? 

 
2 Timothy 4:1–8 
4. These verses warn that people will gravitate toward teachers who tell them what their 

"itching ears" want to hear. In what ways do you see that happening in the world today? 
In what ways can you identify that temptation in your own heart? 

 
5. Looking back on his life, Paul says he has "fought the good fight" and "kept the faith." 

When you look ahead to the rest of your earthly race, what steps can you take today to 
ensure you finish well? 

 
6. Paul reminds Timothy of the "crown of righteousness" Christ will give to all believers. In 

what ways does keeping our eyes on eternity change the way we view our daily duty to 
share the gospel and the opposition that might come from it? 

 
Matthew 10:5a,21–33 
7. Jesus explicitly tells his disciples that they will be hated by everyone because of his name. 

For what reasons does the message of Christ naturally provoke such strong opposition 
from the world? 

 
8. Christ tells us not to fear those who can kill the body, reminding us that we are worth 

more than many sparrows to our Father. In what ways does resting in God's total control 
over our lives drive away the fear of human rejection? 
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News & Announcements 

   
Sunday Morning Bible Study 
Ten Lies about God 
Join us on Sundays in the Bible Study Room  
7:45-8:30 am 

 

Keep Ministry Moving Update 

Last Sunday’s offering (June 14) resulted in $6,705 in gifts to Keep Ministry 
Moving, bringing the total amount given so far to $47,185. With the 
matching gift included, the current campaign total now stands at $65,450. 
We thank God for this tremendous blessing and for the generous support 
shown by our congregation. With a goal of $100,000, we have just one week 
remaining before the end of the month. Please continue to keep this effort 

in your prayers and ask God to move hearts to support the ministry opportunities he has placed 
before us. 

Support the Next Generation of Teachers 

Martin Luther College (MLC) Congregational Partner Grant program is underway again this 
year. Funds sent to MLC to support student tuition are matched by the college, so each gift has 
a double impact, with college matching up to $1,750 this next school year. We currently have a 
student, Emma Schroder, who is at MLC in the teacher program. Please consider supporting our 
need for teachers by helping support this effort. Deadline for funding is June 30. Please indicate 
Partner Grant on your envelope. Contact Mike Anderson for more details. 

Camp Bird Summer Camp 

Camp Bird provides WELS youth currently in grades 5-8 with an 
opportunity to unplug, enjoy God's creation, and grow in their faith 
alongside Christian friends and role models. Each week includes 
Bible study, music, swimming, archery, canoeing, arts and crafts, 
nature activities, campfires, games, and plenty of time for fun and 
fellowship. Campers are encouraged to work together, try new 
things, and build lasting friendships in a positive, Christ-centered environment. Summer 2026 
sessions will be held July 5-10, July 12-17, and July 19-24. For registration and additional 
information, visit campbird.org.  
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Connect with Our School Students! 

At St. Paul’s, we are blessed to have a compassionate church congregation 
and a wonderful school community—and we want to bring them even 
closer together! We are looking for congregation members who are 
interested in building meaningful connections with our school students 
through a pen pal program.  The program will begin next school year. If 
you have a heart for our youth and would like to sign up to be paired with 

a student, please reach out to Emily Radtke at eradtke@stpaulswr.org. Let’s work together to 
strengthen the bond of our St. Paul’s family!  

WELS Women’s Ministry Online Bible Study 

WELS Women’s Ministry is offering a five-week online Bible study, Our Bible Sisters, beginning 
July 11. This study explores the lives of five women in Scripture, highlighting not only their stories 
but also God’s grace, faithfulness, and purpose in their daily struggles. Sessions are offered twice 
each week, Saturdays at 8:00 a.m. and Mondays at 7:00 p.m., so participants may choose the 
time that works best for them. Women interested in participating can find additional 
information and registration details at wels.net/events/. 

Help Make the Parsonage Feel Like Home 

Pastor Jeremiah Wallander, his wife Kelli, and their children will be 

arriving on July 1, and we have a wonderful opportunity to help 

welcome them to St. Paul's. As they transition from dorm living into 

the parsonage, they are building a household from the ground up. A 

housewarming registry has been created through Amazon and Target 

to help with some of their needs, and all registry items will be 

delivered directly to the church. If you prefer, Scrip gift cards purchased through our schools 

also make a thoughtful and practical gift. Thank you for helping us give the Wallanders a warm 

welcome and make the parsonage feel like home! 

Thank You, Thrivent Members 

We are grateful to share that St. Paul’s recently received a gift of $237 
through Thrivent Financial’s Thrivent Choice program. Thank you to the 
Thrivent members who designated St. Paul’s to receive their Choice 
Dollars and helped support our ministry in this way. If you are a Thrivent 
member, you may be eligible to direct Choice Dollars to St. Paul’s as well. 
We sincerely appreciate the generosity of our Thrivent members and the 
blessings this program provides to our congregation. 
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Calendar  June 21 -June 28 

 
Sunday  7:45 AM Bible Study in the Bible Study Room  
 9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
 10:30 AM  Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Bible Study Room  
 
Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop  
 10:00 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
 1:30 PM Spiritual Health Group in the Resource Center  
 6:30 PM  Stephen Ministers in the Bible Study Room 
    
Wednesday 6:00 PM Bible & Brews at Grand Avenue Tavern 
   
Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop  
 1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly  
  
Sunday  7:45 AM Bible Study in the Bible Study Room  
 9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
 10:30 AM  Foundation of the Christian Faith in the Bible Study Room   

 
Attendance Report        
Last Week’s Attendance: 180 

          
Next Sunday    
Theme: Say It Out Loud: Love God Above All  
Readings: Exodus 32:15–29; 1 Timothy 6:11-16;  

Matthew 10:34–42 

 
Upcoming Dates 

July 1 Compline Service 
July 19 Installation Service for Pastor Wallander 
Aug. 10-15 Clothing Giveaway 
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