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GOD'S SERVANTS SERVE IN TIMES OF TROUBLE
Third Sunday after Pentecost



ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH | Wisconsin Rapids, WI

June 21, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers

joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an

usher or other volunteer.

We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please
fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're worshiping from and how
we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You
can also contact us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) with

any questions or prayer requests.

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

_'.

Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. There is tape on the floor of the
Welcome Center to help assist you in practicing social distancing. Please feel free to
worship from the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of
people in the sanctuary. Please refrain from shaking hands or hugging.

Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, and kleenex
are available in the Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on
west side of the worship space.

Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the hymns are
available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

Offering plates and friendship registers will not be distributed. Our offering can be
placed in the slots on the top of the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. Those
with smartphones can fill in the online connect card.

The children’s quiet activity bags have been removed. However, children’s bulletins
can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. If you children
become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center. The Children’s Message
will still take place. However, the children will not be invited forward. Please keep
them with you in your pew.



T Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements,
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

The world is a grim place. Sure, there are some bright spots but, overall,
the world is filled with troubles, trials, and tribulation. It can make us, as
servants of God, feel a sort of helplessness. There’s so much evil, how can
it be overcome? This is where Jesus comes in and calms our fears. He
acknowledges the reality of sin and its effects. But he also reminds us that

even when peace and joy are absent, he gives us the courage to continue to testify in his
name.

The liturgical color! for this Sunday is green, which signifies the growth of courage we
have as God reminds us of his love and power.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal
preparation, consider using the questions on page 14 of this service folder.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Scripture quotations marked (NIV84®) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®. NIV®.
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran
Hymnal. Common Service. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted
under OneLicense.net A-719903

! The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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THE COMMON SERVICE

The common service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.

WELCOME

OPENING SONG Rise, Mly Soul, to Watch and Pray| CW 472
Verse 1 - Pastors; 2 - Women; 3 - Men; 4 - All

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation (C): Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us Notice the use of the word

and has given his only Son to be the atoning/ “called.” The pastor proclaims
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called forgiveness on behalf of the

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you congregation, as he has been
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the called to do. Still, all Christians
Son t and of the Holy Spirit. live as servants of God by

proclaiming forgiveness in their

C:  Amen. . o
various relationships.

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. | CWp.16
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C: J Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,
We glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
Are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. J

PRAYER OF THE DAY . . .
This specific prayer is one of the
M: Letus pray. ] .
. more ancient prayers used by the
O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth Church. The things of this world
and direct the affairs of this world so that your have been troubling for a long,
Church may WOTShip you in peace and ]Oy, long time; so our prayer remains
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who the same as that of Christians
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, who lived centuries ago!
one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.
Be seated.

The Word

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 20:7-13
Jeremiah experienced many pressures; but he still served God faithfully.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!



PSALM OF THE DAY

All: Keep me, keep me as the apple of your eye.
Hide me, hide me in the shadow of your wings.

M: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
Will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.

C: Iwill say of the LORD,
“He is my refuge and my fortress,
My God, in whom I trust.”

All: Keep me, keep me as the apple of your eye.
Hide me, hide me in the shadow of your wings.

M:  You will not fear the terror of the night,
Nor the arrow that flies by the day.
C:  If you make the Most High your dwelling,
Then no harm will befall you,
No disaster will come near your tent.
M:  For he will command his angels concerning you
To guard you in all your ways;
C: They will lift you up in their hands.
So that you will not strike your foot against a stone.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

All: Keep me, keep me as the apple of your eye.
Hide me, hide me in the shadow of your wings.

SECOND LESSON
Paul prepares Timothy for the difficulties of ministry.

After the reading, the announcement is made:

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm 911 CW p.100

2 Timothy 4:1-8



VERSE OF THE DAY
M:  Alleluia! In this world you will have trouble.
C:  But take heart! I have overcome the world. Alleluia! (jonn 16:33p)

Please stand.
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 10:21-33

Despite troubles, God's servants do not fear.

After the Gospel, the announcement is made: By repeating the creeds

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. weekly, we equip ourselves for

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! public witness by grounding
our confession in the
fundamentals of our faith.

CONFESSION OF FAITH - The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE



HYMN OF THE DAY If You But Trust in God to Guide You | CW 444
Verse 1 - Pastors; 2 - Women; 3 - Men; 4 - All

SERMON - You Are Ready to Proclaim God’s Word!

Please stand.

RESPONSE | CWp.20

J Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.
Amen. J

Be seated.

OFFERING

St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church
body, the WELS. Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate. If the
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option,
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone. It will connect you with our
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING Fathers, Instruct Your Children Well

Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Dear Father, in heaven, with your gift of a Savior you restored hope for our fallen
world and brought glory to your name. We thank you for the good news that you
have reconciled the world to yourself through your Son.

C: Be with us as you give us opportunities to proclaim your glorious name of
salvation in Jesus Christ our Savior.
M: O Jesus, Lamb of God, we praise you for offering yourself as the atoning sacrifice

for the sins of all. On the cross you declared the sacrifice for sins completed. At the
open tomb, you assured the world that sinners are reconciled to God.

C: Be with us as you promised, so that we may be bold and confident witnesses to
our family members and friends.



M: Holy Spirit, blessed Counselor, use your Word of Truth and power to break down
the barriers to our witness, including fallen mankind’s natural hatred for God and
Satan’s wicked work among us.

C: Empower us by your gospel, and encourage us to be faithful, fervent witnesses
to the people among whom we live and work.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent Prayer.

M: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, send us by the power of your Word into the mission
tields beyond the walls of our church. Give us hearing ears and seeing eyes that
seize the opportunities you set before us to be your witnesses.

C:  Guide us, strengthen us, and bless us as we declare Christ to our world. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

PREFACE ICWp. 21
M:  The Lord be with you.

C: 7 And also with you.

M:  Lift up your hearts.

C: 1 We lift them up unto the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C: [ Itis good and right so to do.

M: Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name,
there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory.

9



Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:

C: 7 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of heavenly hosts: These words serve a few
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. purposes: they remind us what
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. the s ac/mment consists of —the
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he Lo:jc;f?jsyu ngﬁjﬁ;zey
who comes in the name of the Lord.

) . surrounding his Supper; and
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. J3 they set apart the bread and

wine for this special use.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. | CW p.23
C: 7 Amen.

C: 73 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.
Amen. J

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

The communicant members of our congregation will be invited to receive the Lord’s Supper. Because
the Bible has convinced us that Jesus” body and blood are present in the sacrament, and that receiving
the sacrament together is a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests
to speak with the pastor prior to communing. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the
position of stating your agreement with our convictions before weve had an opportunity to explain and
prove them from Scripture. The pastor would be happy to explore our convictions with you, on the basis
of God'’s Word, so that you might commune with us in the future!
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THE DISTRIBUTION

Please stand.
THANKSGIVING | CW p.24
C: 4 Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word.

For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared before

the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles

and the glory of your people Israel. J

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: 73 And his mercy endures forever.

M: Let us pray together.

C: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your
Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but
will rule in our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve
you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and t give you peace.

C: 7 Amen. Amen. Amen. J

Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN I Walk In Danger All The Way | CW 431
Verse 1 - Pastors; 2 - Men; 3 - All; 4 - Pastors; 5 - Women; 6 - All




TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. In 2 Timothy 4:3, Paul talks about people accumulating teachers (or teachings) in line
with their own desires.
a. When are we, at times, guilty of doing this?

b. In what specific ways do you see this happen in the world?

c. What are some ways we can combat these teachers or teachings?

2. Matthew 10:21 and Jeremiah 20:10 both zero in on a specific kind of hardship that
tends to keep God'’s servants from proclaiming the truth. What is it and what makes
it so difficult to work through?

3. Looking at 2 Timothy 4:5, what human factors make it so difficult for us to both
“keep a clear head in every situation” and “bear hardship”?

4. Life is talked about as a race in a number of places in Scripture. Look up the
following passages, making note of why a race is a fitting illustration for the life of a
Christian— Acts 20:24; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Galatians 5:7; Hebrews 12:1-3.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY'S BIBLE STUDY
A Christian Is a Member of Two Kingdoms
Join us in the gym from 9:15to 10:15 a.m.

NEW SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY SERIES:
CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP IN CHURCH AND STATE

As believers in the Holy Christian Church we are part of the Kingdom of God, meaning
Christ is ruling in our hearts for the good of his Church. However, he is also ruling and
accomplishing his will in the world, often through governments around the globe and
across time. We call this Christ’s second kingdom. As Christians in the Church and
members of a country on this earth we have “dual citizenship” in both kingdoms. What
are our roles and responsibilities as a citizen in each of these kingdoms? And how do these
kingdoms relate to each other? We will look at these questions and more in this study as
we search the Scriptures to hear what God says. There he gives us not a manual that
answers every question but principles to guide and motivate our attitudes and actions.

Lesson 1: A Christian Is a Member of Two Kingdoms

Lesson 2: The Christian’s Responsibility to Civil Government

Lesson 3: When to Obey or Disobey the Government

Lesson 4: The Business of the Church is not the Civil Government’s Business
Lesson 5: The Business of the Civil Government is not the Church’s Business
Lesson 6: Christian Citizenship Is an Opportunity and a Challenge

This study meets in the gym on Sundays from 9:15-10:15 AM. Everyone is welcome.

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING June 22 1 6:30 PM

The quarterly voters” meeting will be held this Monday, June 22, at 6:30 PM. We will
begin with a call meeting to extend another one year call to our staff minister, Mr. Randy
Pahl. The new 2020-2021 budget will also be presented. If you did not receive copies of
the budget and other materials, you can pick up a copy at the information booth in the
Welcome Center.
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CALLING ALL WOMEN June 22 | 4:30 PM

The women of the congregation received a survey last week either by email or mail
regarding their interest in the women’s service group, Willing Workers. If you haven’t
completed your survey, please do so ASAP. The Willing Workers are meeting this
Monday, June 22, at 4:30 PM to discuss upcoming events. You are welcome to join them.
Feel free to bring your own snack and beverage.

CLOTHING DRIVE COMING August 4-5

A lot of us did cleaning and organizing during the safer-at-home order. Please hang on
to the clothing you no longer want. We are holding our clothing giveaway again this
August, just in time for school shopping. Donation days will be Tuesday, August 4 and
Wednesday, August 5. We will accept donations from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. Sorry, we
do not have room to take early donations. If you have questions, please contact Michelle
Gear at 920-784-4643 or michellemgear@gmail.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 27 Taste & See Online Mission Event

July 20  School Graduation and Awards

July 26 Ordination/Installation Service for Pastor Plagenz
Aug2  Confirmation Sunday

Aug9 Easter 2.0

Aug 16 New Member Welcome/Baptism Affirmations
Aug 23 Celebration of Mr. Pahl’s 40 years in Ministry

=
ER-
QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION \_/%

Do | believe that | am a sinner in need of forgiveness?

Do | believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?2

Do | believe that Jesus offers his frue body and blood with the bread and wine in
this sacrament?

Do | believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a
God-pleasing life?

Am | a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod (WELS) or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? If not, please hold off on
communing with us today. Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy
to explain why we ask you to do this.

-+ =+ =k ==
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CALENDAR

June 21-28

SUNDAY 8:00 AM
9:15 AM
10:30 AM

MONDAY 11:00 AM
4:30 pm
6:30 pm

TUESDAY 6:45 AM
9:45 AM
6:30 pm

THURSDAY 7:00 AM

1:00 P™m
SUNDAY 8:00 AM
9:15 AM
10:30 AM
OFFERING REPORT

Worship
Bible Study in the gym
Worship

Worship
Willing Workers Meeting
Voters” Meeting in church

Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
Women Walking in the Word
Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
Newsletter Assembly

Worship
Bible Study in the gym
Worship

From July 1, 2019 to June 12, 2020
Actual ministry income: $1,000,583
Actual cost of ministry: $1,021,468

Mortgage balance: $1,389,929

St. Paul’s Scrip for May:

$421.49 for tuition and $664.07 for the School Operating Fund.

15



(& nts

LUTHERAN

www.stpaulswr.org

311 14" Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber | 989-780-3184 | pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz | 920-689-3036 | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org



