
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

  THE HOLY MINISTRY DEMONSTRATES 
COMPASSION FOR GOD'S PEOPLE

Third Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI
June 18, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. It’s 
encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
“When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion on them” (Matthew 9:36). The 
Greek word translated “compassion” refers to a type of love that almost 
overwhelms one’s emotions. Imagine a father looking at his little girl lying in a 
hospital bed near death. The father’s heart aches. That father would allow the 
surgeon to cut any organ out of him, without anesthesia, and transplant it into his 

daughter, if that’s what it took to save his little girl’s life. That’s the idea behind the Greek word 
for “compassion.” Jesus looks at the people and is willing to do anything for them—to make any 
sacrifice, even the ultimate one at the cross. In that same compassion, the Lord of the Church 
raises up ministers. As those ministers share his grace and mercy, Christ saves eternal lives. More, 
he fills those ministers with his Spirit, so that they also feel compassion for God’s people.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. To prepare yourself 
for the Lord's Supper, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 8 of this service folder 
or Christian Questions on page 295 of the hymnal.

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Organist Sue Kulhanek; Musical Offering Bob Hafermann Jr. & Rachel Provost
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The Service: Setting One
Welcome

Hymn 736 Lord, You Call Us as Your People

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not 
loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, 
my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I 
pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. 

Lord, Have Mercy
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Tune: Kevin Becker   Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Glory Be to God CW 157
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. 

Almighty, eternal God, in the Word of your apostles and prophets, you have proclaimed to us 
your saving will. Grant us faith to believe your promises that we may receive eternal salvation; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Numbers 27:15–23
In compassion for Israel, God appointed Joshua to lead them after Moses would go to heaven.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm of the Day 100B All People That on Earth Do Dwell

Text: William Kethe, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551. Tune: Public domain

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 4:1–7
Paul wrote to the troubled Corinthians not in anger, but out of compassion.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 9:38

Pastor sings:
Ask the Lord of the / harvest
To send workers into his / harvest field.

Refrain
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Gospel Matthew 9:35—10:8
Jesus had compassion on the people, appointing the Twelve to show that compassion through 
their ministry.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 897 Lord Jesus, You Have Come

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and 
became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated
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Prayer of the Church
Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way:
 
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
 
The final petition will end this way:
 
...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Connect Card and Offering
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering I Hear the Savior Calling

Special Prayers This Week
† Randy & Pat DeBoer were blessed with twin granddaughters.
† Ruth Bowes appears to be in her last days. 
† Carol Newsom is having health problems.
† Thanksgiving that Ruby Fiecko's surgery was successful and prayers for continued healing. 
† For fathers
†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   
†  

 

 

†

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 
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The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 165

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 
from eternal death all who believe in you.
 
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169

Be seated

Distribution
Distribution Hymn 667 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared

Stand
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
Be seated

Hymn 716 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve
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Take Home Questions

1. Last Sunday, we read about the beginning of Moses’ ministry and his reluctance to serve. 
This Sunday we read about Moses at the end of his life and 40+ year ministry. Compare 
and contrast these two profiles of Moses. In what ways had Moses (by the work of God) 
changed during that time?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 4:1-7. Then, make a list of all the things that are true about public 
ministers of the gospel from these verses. In what ways does this shape how we view and 
interact with these ministers?

3. In the Gospel reading today, Jesus instructs us to “Pray that the Lord of the harvest will 
send out workers into his harvest.” Let’s do just that. Write a prayer which carries out 
Jesus' encouragement.

4. As you meditate on this prayer, you can know God hears and answers you. Look again at 
all three readings. In what ways do you see this prayer and an answer to it in each of them? 
In what ways do you see this prayer answered still today?
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study: 
Discipleship Bootcamp 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Discipleship Bootcamp Begins Today June 18 | 9:15-10:15 AM

As the name suggests, this 6-week study explores what it means to be a 
disciple of Jesus. What do Christ’s disciples do? What do the lives of Christ’s 
disciples look like? How do Christ’s disciples interact with those around 
them? These are the types of questions this course seeks to answer. Each 
session begins with diving into God’s Word to gather the discipleship 
principles. A “training” is included after each session so you can apply those 
principles to yourself on an individual and practical level. Aren’t able to make it every week? No 
problem. Full packets of course material will be available throughout the class. Come join us for 
Discipleship Bootcamp!

Foundations Class Begin Next Sunday June 25 | 9:15 AM

Learn what the Bible, and we here at St. Paul’s, teach about God and our relationship to him. 
Pastor Proeber will lead this class, which is designed for both those new to our church and those 
want a new perspective on the foundational truths of our faith. If you would like to attend, please 
sign up at the Ministry Table, contact Pastor Proeber at pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org or 989-
780-3184, or just come to the Resource Center next Sunday at 9:15 am. 

Serve at Our Creative Arts Camp
In the hopes of appealing to more unchurched families, we are holding a 
Creative Arts Camp this summer instead of VBS.  We need about 25 people 
a day to make our camp run smoothly. The camp will be held July 23-27, 
and there are many ways you can serve. We need a few people who are gifted 
in creative arts, but most positions required different skills like supervising 
groups for children or cooking meals. You can serve for one day or for the 
entire camp. To see a full list of positions, see the Ministry Table or look for 
the SignUp Genius link under the Serve Tab on our website. 

We also need help spreading the word about our camp. Packets of posters can be found on the 
ministry Table. Each packet has a list of businesses where the poster should be hung.
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Invite a Friend to Rafters Game with Good Shepherd July 23 | 1:05 pm

We will join our brothers and sisters in Christ from Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church for the July 23 Wisconsin Rapids Rafters baseball game. 
We have reserved “Rat Trap” at Witter Field as Rafter take on the Fond du 
Lac Dock Spiders. First pitch is at 1:05 pm. The Rat Trap is an elevated party 
deck along the 3rd base line. Tickets cost $36 and include all-you-can-eat 

ballpark food until the 5th inning and all-you-can-drink beverages until the 7th inning. We 
encourage you to invite friends, so they can rub shoulders with Christians in a non-church 
environment. Seating is limited, so sign up today at the Ministry Table or contact Fred 
Camacho at 715-323-4566 or facjac194747@gmail.com.

Help with Wood Chips for Playground
We are looking one or two key people for a school project. The wood chips in the playground 
need refreshing. We need some to take the lead on this project – getting quotes, ordering the 
chips, and arranging delivery. We are also seeking a Thrivent member who would apply for a 
Thrivent Action Team grant ($250) to help fund the project.  This person must contribute some 
time to the project, such as helping to spread chips or being the person to call for quotes, etc. 
To learn more, please contact the church office at 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org.

Wildcat Open Golf Outing August 12

This four-person scramble will be held Saturday, August 12 at Pine Valley Golf Course and helps 
fund athletics and engineering programs at Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS). Your 
entry fee covers 18 holes with a cart, food and prizes. If you don’t have four-people you will be 
matched with other players. Registration starts at 9:00 am with a shot-gun start at 10:00 am. 
Brochures with registration forms can be found on the Ministry Table.

NLHS Scrip Users
The scrip center at Northland will be closed the weeks of July 2 and 9. Therefore we will not be 
able to place orders during them those weeks. We will still sell from our stock on those Sundays, 
but if you will need something that we don't have in stock or are going to have a large order, 
please plan ahead and order on or before June 25. If you have any questions, see someone at the 
scrip table or call Sue Kulhanek at 715-421-4414. We stock the following: Amazon, Culver's, VISA, 
Homestead, Kwik Trip, McDonald's, Piggly 
Wiggly, IGA, Pick 'n Save, Misty's Menu, Subway, 
Walgreens, and Walmart. 

Registration Now 
Open

for Creative Arts 
Camp 

July 23-27
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Calendar June 18-26

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Discipleship Bootcamp in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship
 

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Leadership Council in the Resource Center 

 
Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Discipleship Bootcamp in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

 
Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  202

Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 888,231
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 789,647

Mortgage Balance: $1,000,390

Upcoming Events
June 26-30 Serving at the Food Pantry
July 16 Quarterly Voters Meeting
July 23 Rafters Game with Good Shepherd
July 23-27      Creative Arts Camp 
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


