
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

  THE HOLY MINISTRY IS
FILLED WITH SINNERS CALLED BY GOD

Second Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

June 11, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.
It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
They never forgot their past. Moses never forgot how, in a fit of anger, he killed 
a man. Paul never forgot how he had savaged the Church of God, overseeing the 
persecution and execution of Christians around Jerusalem. Matthew never 
forgot how, as a tax collector for the Roman Empire, he was distained as a 
swindler and traitor to his people. These men never forgot their past. 

But God did. God forgave them all their sins and called them into gospel ministry. The holy 
ministry is not filled with perfect people. The holy ministry is filled with sinners whom God has 
called out of his boundless mercy. The holy ministry is God’s gift to the Church. But it is also 
God’s gift to ministers, who certainly do not deserve the privilege of being God’s public servants. 
God calls sinful and weak individuals into the ministry, so that as his kingdom advances, we give 
credit where credit is due—to the Holy Spirit.

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Lucas Proeber; Accompanist Marilyn Foley

Acknowledgements 
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The Service: Setting One
Setting One begins on page 154 in the hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 738 The Son of God, Our Christ

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 155
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy

Tune: Kevin Becker   Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory Be to God CW 157

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



6

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty and merciful God, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek and to save 
the lost. Graciously open our ears and our hearts to hear his call and follow him by faith that 
we may feast with him forever in his kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Exodus 3:1–15
Moses found himself unworthy to serve the Lord, but the Lord chose Moses for this purpose.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 119C Teach Me, O LORD

 
Do good to your / servant
    according to your / word, LORD.
Teach me knowledge and good / judgment,
    for I trust / your commands.
Before I was afflicted I / went astray,
    but now I o- / bey your word.   Refrain
 
You are good, and what you / do is good;
    teach me / your decrees.
It was good for me to be af- / flicted
    so that I might learn / your decrees.
The law from your mouth is more pre- / cious to me
    than thousands of pieces of sil- / ver and gold.
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Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain
Tune: Thomas Pavlechko. Setting: Thomas Pavlechko. Music: © 2004, 2012 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading 1 Timothy 1:12–17
God shows his mercy and patience by calling the “worst of sinners” into the holy ministry.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 9:12,13

Pastor sings:
It is not the healthy who need a doctor, / but the sick.
I have not come to call the righteous, but / sinners.

Refrain
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Matthew 9:9–13
Tax collectors were considered to be some of the worst sinners; yet, Jesus called one to serve in 
the holy ministry.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message
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Hymn of the Day 578 Chief of Sinners Though I Be

Sermon Who am I that I should go?

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, 
through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his 
working through the means of grace.
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 
love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable parents to train them in lives of faith.
Raise up Christians to serve in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life.
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Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide all who make, administer, and judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, 
the arts and culture. Protect all who travel. Care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous.
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer 
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 
their labors, Console those who are mourning or living with sadness.
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.

Connect Card and Offering
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

WELS Connection Durham Home Mission

Special Prayers This Week
† For Melissa Brock & Tom Blaes as they face a couple of stressful weeks closing on a home and 

getting married.
† Thanksgiving for St. Paul’s faculty & staff and their tremendous love, dedication and hard work 

evident throughout the school year.  
†  
†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   
†  

 

 

†
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Hymn 575 By Grace I’m Saved

Stand

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done   
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 896 Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give
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Take Home Questions

1. There are plenty of biblical examples of God calling unworthy men to lead and serve his 
people in a public way (Joshua, Gideon, Jeremiah, Isaiah, the disciples, etc.). In each 
instance, God promises to be with them. What impact would that have on that person’s 
outlook on their call?

a. God promises the same thing to all Christians, including called workers—pastors, 
teachers, and staff ministers. Put yourself in the shoes of a called worker: for what 
reasons is the promise of God’s presence so comforting to a minister of the gospel?

2. Look at Matthew 10:1-4. There’s something particular about how Matthew lists himself 
differently than each of the other disciples. First of all, what is different? Secondly, why do 
you think he did that?

3. Paul calls himself an example of God’s mercy. Describe how called workers are examples of 
the mercy of God at work.

4. While pastors and teachers are sinners, there is also the list of qualifications for ministry in 
1 Timothy 3, where an overseer is to be “above reproach,” among other things. What is the 
balance between called workers being sinners (which they are) and being above reproach 
(which they must be)? 
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study: Jonah 4:5-11
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Be Our Quiet Bag Volunteer
We are looking for someone to take over the Quiet Bag Ministry. The Quiet Bags keep young 
children busy and hopefully quiet during the worship service. A volunteer refreshes the bags on 
a regular basis. They ensure that items like crayons are replenished and that books and toys are 
rotated, so there are new item to keep children engaged. If this service opportunity interests 
you, please contact Judy Anderson at 715-423-5922 or 5janderson@charter.net.

Serve at the Food Pantry June 26-30

It is our turn to serve at the FOCUS food pantry in Wisconsin Rapids on June 26-30. Can you 
help with a shift? Volunteers are needed to pick and bag grocery orders on Tuesday from 3:45-
7:00 pm and on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 11:45 am - 4:00 pm. To get on 
the schedule, please contact Judy Anderson at 715-423-5922 or 5janderson@charter.net.

Help with Wood Chips for Playground
We are looking one or two key people for a school project. The wood chips in the playground 
need refreshing. We need someone to take the lead on this project – getting quotes, ordering 
the chips, and arranging delivery. We are also seeking a Thrivent member who would apply for 
a Thrivent Action Team grant ($250) to help fund the project.  This person must contribute some 
time to the project, such as helping to spread chips or being the person to call for quotes, etc. 
To learn more, please contact the church office at 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org.

Serve at Our Creative Arts Camp
In the hopes of appealing to more unchurched families, we are holding a 
Creative Arts Camp this summer instead of VBS.  We need about 25 people 
a day to make our camp run smoothly. The camp will be held July 23-27, 
and there are many ways you can serve. We need a few people who are 
gifted in creative arts, but most positions required different skills like 
supervising groups for children or cooking meals. You can serve for one day 
or for the entire camp. To see a full list of positions, see the Ministry Table 
or look for the SignUp Genius link under the Serve tab on our website.
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 Rafters Game with Good Shepherd July 23 | 1:05 pm

You are invited to join our brothers and sisters in Christ from Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church on July 23 for Wisconsin Rapids Rafters baseball 
game. They have reserved “Rat Trap” at Witter Field as the Rafters take on 
the Fond du Lac Dock Spiders. First pitch is at 1:05 pm. The Rat Trap is an 
elevated party deck along the 3rd base line. Tickets cost $36 and include all-

you-can-eat ballpark food until the 5th inning and all-you-can-drink beverages until the 7th 
inning. For tickets, please contact the Rafters ticket office at 715-424-5400 and tell them you 
are with the Good Shepherd group.  This is meant to be an outreach event, so invite a friend.

Event for Young Singles Tonight June 11 | 6:30 pm

Young adults are invited for an evening of Christian encouragement either, online or at The Bridge 
MKE in Milwaukee, tonight from 6:30-9:30 pm. Registration is free. Hannah Schermerhorn will 
share some God-given wisdom from her journey through singleness. More details can be found at 
AwakeAlive.com. 

Spread the Word
You can help us spread the word about our Creative Arts Camp by sharing a postcard-sized 
flyer with your neighbors and acquaintances.  To get you started, we have placed two postcards 
in your mailslot. More can be found on the Ministry Table. We also have posters that need to 
be hung around town. Sets of posters, plus lists of businesses where they should be hung, can 
be found on the Ministry Table.

Use Scrip for Summer Vacations
Did you know that scrip is available for hotels, airlines, cruise lines, Airbnb, and Disney? This 
is in addition to restaurants, gas stations, and places where you would buy camping equipment, 
swimsuits, and sunscreen. The earnings from your scrip purchases can be used for your child’s 
school tuition or to provide general support to our school. Both St. Paul’s Scrip and NLHS Scrip 
give you access to the same brands. To learn more, visit RaiseRight.com or talk to someone at 
the scrip table on Sunday. 

Subscribe to the Blog for Christian Fathers
Northwestern Publishing House (NPH) has a new series of daily blog posts 
for Christian fathers. This series helps fathers lead their families to the love 
we receive from our heavenly Father. Subscribe to the NPH blog at 
blog.NPH.net, so you don't miss a single post. You will only receive email 
notifications when new content is posted to the NPH blog.
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Technical Difficulties 
Because we do not have enough trained volunteers available this weekend, we are not able to 
record today’s service for replay on public access television or on DVD. If you know of someone 
who views the service this way, please let them know.  They will mostly likely see a repeat of last 
week’s service on TV.  (If you are interested in helping with this ministry, please contact Chris 
Williams at 507-279-0167.)

Wildcat Open Golf Outing August 12

This four-person scramble will be held Saturday, August 12 at Pine Valley Golf Course and helps 
fund athletics and engineering programs at Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS). Your 
entry fee covers 18 holes with a cart, food, and prizes. If you don’t have four-people you will be 
matched with other players. Registration starts at 9:00 am with a shot-gun start at 10:00 am. 
Brochures with registration forms can be found on the Ministry Table.

Coke Codes Ending
Coke codes are going away at the end of June. If you have any Coke codes at home please bring 
them in as soon as possible.  The code must be entered into Coca Cola Give by June 30.  After 
that they are worthless, so check your junk drawers for any stray caps or codes.

Last Gift from Amazon Smile
We received a final gift of $98.08 from the Amazon Smile program. Thanks you to everyone who 
utilized this program.  It helped generate funds for school field trips.

Christ Jesus came
into the world

to save sinners—
of whom

I am the worst.

1 Timothy 1:15b
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Calendar June 11-19

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship
 

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center 

 
Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

1:00 pm Newsletter Assembly

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

 
Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  234

Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 870,466
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 758,650

St. Paul’s Scrip in May: 
        tuition $237.97; general fund $370.28

Upcoming Events
June 11 Awake & Alive in Milwaukee
June 18 Father’s Day
June 26-30 Serving at the Food Pantry
July 23 Rafters Game with Good Shepherd
July 23-27 Creative Arts Camp

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


