
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

THE TRIUNE GOD IS THE TRUE GOD
Trinity Sunday
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

June 7, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For 
worshippers joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any 
questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. 

We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please 
fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're worshiping from and how 
we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You 
can also contact us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) with 
any questions or prayer requests.

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. There is tape on the floor of the 
Welcome Center to help assist you in practicing social distancing. Please feel free to 
worship from the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of 
people in the sanctuary. Please refrain from shaking hands or hugging. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, and kleenex 
are available in the Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on 
west side of the worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the hymns are 
available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Offering plates and friendship registers will not be distributed. Our offering can be 
placed in the slots on the top of the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. Those 
with smartphones can fill in the online connect card. 

† The children’s quiet activity bags have been removed.  However, children’s bulletins 
can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. If you children 
become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The Children’s Message 
will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited forward. Please keep 
them with you in your pew.
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

The Trinity is confusing to human reason. And, at first glance, it might seem 
to be an understood thing among us Christians. Or maybe it doesn’t really 
move the needle for us as we take on the evil in our hearts and in our world. 
But, Christians, wait and see. Today, we will see again what the Triune God 

has done for us and continues to do for us; we will see what the Triune God calls and 
enables us to do; we will see what a blessing faith in the Triune God is.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is White, which signifies the perfection we find in the 
tri-unity of three persons in one God. 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the questions on page 13 of this service folder.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Divine Service II. Text: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. Music: Stephen P. Stake and Dale Witte © 2008 
Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

Hymns marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. 

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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DIVINE SERVICE II
A version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church intended to be used when Holy Communion is celebrated.

WELCOME

HYMN Oh, that I Had a Thousand Voices | CW 194
Verse 1 - All; 2 - Women; 3 - Men; 4 - Pastors; 5 - All

Please stand. 
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C):  Amen. 

CONFESSION
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  For faithless worrying and 

selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the 
good I have failed to do,  you should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

ABSOLUTION
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his 

great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we 
were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his 
called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

GLORY BE TO GOD sung to the tune in CW 334

♫  All glory be to God on high!  You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;
    Your name, O Lord, we glorify; The Father’s glory you made known.
    We praise you for your peace and grace,  We by your Spirit sing again:
    Your favor toward our fallen race. “All glory be to God!” Amen.  ♫

Christians have 
responded to the gift 
of forgiveness with 
this song of praise 

since the fourth 
century AD.
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The Word

SALUTATION
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renewing 
all creation by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace through our 
Lord Jesus Christ: in mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free from doubt and 
fear, we may ever worship you, one true immortal God, with your Son and the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.
Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 6:1-8
The Triune God has taken away your guilt.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 150 |CW p.122
All: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

M: Praise God in his sanctuary;
C: Praise him in his mighty heavens.
M: Praise him for his acts of power;
C: Praise him for his surpassing greatness.

All: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

M: Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,
C: Praise him with the harp and lyre.
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M: Praise him with tambourine and dancing,
C: Praise him with strings and flute.
M: Praise him with the clash of cymbals,
C: Praise him with resounding cymbals.

All: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

M: Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.
C: Praise the LORD.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
And to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

All:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

SECOND LESSON 2 Corinthians 13:11-14
The Triune God gives grace, love, and fellowship to his people.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia! Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty;
C: The whole earth is full of his glory. Alleluia! (Isaiah 6:3b) 

Please stand.

GOSPEL  Matthew 28:16-20
The Triune God sends us out to make disciples.
After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated. 
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
 For the time being, please keep children with you in the pews for the Children's Message.

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest | CW 177
Verse 1 - All; 2 - Pastors; 3 - Women; 4 - Men; 5 - Pastors; 6 - All

SERMON - THE TRIUNE GOD BRINGS US PEACE

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Athanasian Creed
M: Now this is the true Christian faith: We worship one God in three persons and 

three persons in one God, without mixing the persons or dividing the divine being.

C: For each person—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—is distinct,

M: But the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory and coeternal in 
majesty.

C: What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit.
M: The Father is uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;
C: The Father is infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;
M: The Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal; yet they are not three 

who are eternal, but there is one who is eternal,
C: Just as they are not three who are uncreated, nor three who are infinite, but there 

is one who is uncreated and one who is infinite.
M: In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is 

almighty;
C: Yet they are not three who are almighty, but there is one who is almighty.
M: So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;
C: Yet they are not three Gods, but one God.

The Hymn of the Day is always 
assigned to this day for its rich 
content and connection to the 
theme of the day. The last two 
verses of this hymn make it a 

clear choice for Trinity Sunday.
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M: So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;
C: Yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord.
M: For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person individually to be 

God and Lord,
C: So the true Christian faith forbids us to speak of three Gods or three Lords.
M: The Father is neither made nor created nor begotten of anyone.
C: The Son is neither made nor created, but is begotten of the Father alone.
All: The Holy Spirit is neither made nor created nor begotten, but proceeds from the 

Father and the Son.
M: So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, 

not three Holy Spirits.
C: And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater or inferior,
M: But all three persons are coequal and coeternal, so that in every way, as stated 

before, all three persons are to be worshiped as one God and one God worshiped 
as three persons.

All: Whoever wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the Trinity.
Be seated.

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the 
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO FOR COMMUNION PROCEDURE 

If you plan to commune, please use this time to examine yourself 
for receiving the Lord’s Supper. Some questions for examination 

have been included on page 13 of this service folder.
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Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, One in Three and Three 

in One,
C: accept our praise for our creation, redemption, and sanctification.
M: Heavenly Father, Author of our creation,
C: we give you thanks for permitting us to live in your beautiful world.
M: For the lofty skies, the warmth and energy of the sun, summer and winter, and 

day and night,
C: we give you thanks.
M: For the evidence of your power, which is revealed in towering mountain peaks, 

ocean tides, the lightning of a storm, mighty rushing winds,
C: we give you thanks. 
M: For unfathomable love, which provides for all our needs, and most of all for 

your redemption of the world by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
C: we give you thanks.
M: O Jesus, Author and Finisher of our faith, for redeeming us from the power of 

Satan, for freeing us from the slavery of sin, and for opening the gates of 
everlasting life,

C: accept our sincere gratitude.
M: O Holy Spirit, Source of our faith, for calling us by the Gospel, for enlightening 

us with your gifts, for establishing the Christian Church on earth, for keeping us 
in the true faith, 

C: we give you thanks.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent Prayer

M: All honor and glory, power and might, be to you, O Lord,
C: as we pray in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

The Sacrament

PREFACE (spoken) 
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his 
kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 
Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus      sung to the tune in CW 339    
♫  O holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might,

Your glory, earth and heaven In countless ways recite.
Hosanna! Come and save us, Lord God of hosts on high,
And in your grace and mercy Receive our fervent cry. ♫   

♫ Hosanna in the highest! How truly blest is he
    Who in God’s name is coming To set his people free!
    He comes to bring salvation And with his blood outpoured,
    Deliver us from bondage—Hosanna, mighty Lord! ♫
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
M:  Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 
has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he 
became one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent 
death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. Invited by 
your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant 
and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us 
in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory 
everlasting.

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD - Agnus Dei 



12

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

The communicant members of our congregation will be invited to receive the Lord’s Supper. Because the 
Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the sacrament, and that receiving the 
sacrament together is a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests to 
speak with the pastor prior to communing.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position 
of stating your agreement with our convictions before we’ve had an opportunity to explain and prove them 
from Scripture.  The pastor would be happy to explore our convictions with you, on the basis of God’s Word, 
so that you might commune with us in the future!

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher.

Please stand.
SONG OF SIMEON  - Nunc Dimittis sung to the tune in CW 289
      ♫    O Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, assured:      

For I have seen your promised incarnate, saving Word—      
A Light that will enlighten all gloom where Gentiles dwell;      
The brilliant, crowning glory of those in Israel!  ♫      
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CLOSING PRAYER
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live 
as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

 C: Amen.

BLESSING  
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make 

his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 
Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen. 
Be seated

CLOSING HYMN  Glory Be to God the Father | CW 239
Verse 1 - Women; 2 - Pastors; 3 - Men; 4 - All

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine 

in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a 

God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod (WELS) or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? If not, please hold 
off on communing with us today. Following worship, one of the pastors would 
be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.

Any time you see something 
repeated three times in the 

Bible or in a hymn, it’s 
likely a nod to the Trinity. 
There’s no doubt with this 
blessing that the Triune 

God is with us!
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Think about being in Isaiah’s place—seeing the Triune God face-to-face. For what 
reasons would he react the way he did in Isaiah 6:5? Think of a few other passages of 
Scripture that support your reasoning.

2. The Trinity is unified in what it does, no matter what. Just read the Athanasian 
Creed if you’re not sure about that. Still, there are things that the Trinity 
accomplishes together and things that the Trinity does “separately,” as the three 
persons carry out their specific duties. Look up the following verses and decide to 
whom each section is referring—the Trinity Acting Together (TAT) OR a Person of 
the Trinity Acting Separately (PAS). For the PAS answers, identify which person of 
the Trinity is being referred to.

a. Genesis 1:26 – TAT or PAS?
b. Numbers 6:24-26 – TAT or PAS?
c. Isaiah 42:1-4 – TAT or PAS?
d. Matthew 3:16-17 – TAT or PAS?
e. Acts 2:4 – TAT or PAS?
f. Ephesians 1:13-14 – TAT or PAS?
g. Revelation 1:18 – TAT or PAS?

3. There is not enough time is a public worship service to apply all the truths from 2 
Corinthians 13:11-14 adequately. In your life, what will it mean for you to “set things 
in order” or “be at peace” with those around you? What action will those things 
take? If you haven’t taken action, is your reasoning for waiting legitimate and godly? 
Or are you selfishly stalling?

4. All Christians are called to carry out the Great Commission. While not everyone is a 
pastor or teacher, what are some simple ways you can “go and gather disciples” for 
Jesus? Think about all the assets (technological, literary, personal, etc.) that are at 
your disposal for this amazing purpose in 2020 AD.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

AMAZON SMILE

We recently received $27.97 from the Amazon Smile Foundation.  This gift is based on 
purchases made through the Amazon Smile website (smile.amazon.com) by people who 
designated our church to receive donations. Look under the GIVE tab on our website 
(www.stpaulswr.com) for a link to set St. Paul’s as your designated charity. Amazon Smile 
has the same products as the regular Amazon website, and 0.5% of your purchases will 
be passed on the St. Paul’s.

Insider tip: Use scrip to pay for your Amazon Smile purchases, and St. Paul’s benefits 
twice at no extra cost to you.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 

9:15 AM Bible Study in the gym
10:30 AM Worship

MONDAY 11:00 AM Worship for At-Risk Individuals (masks required)

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the gym

10:30 AM Worship

OFFERING REPORT
From July 1, 2019 to May 29, 2020
Actual ministry income: $961,675
Actual cost of ministry:           $995,665          

Mortgage balance:                 $1,392,219  



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634  |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org

www.stpaulswr.org


