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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to 
see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out our Connect 
Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
How often are laws viewed as something to trouble us? Laws and 
regulations are meant to hurt us, not help us. Today, we get a 
unique look at the law; that it is actually meant to help us. As our 
readings focus on the Third Commandment—keeping the Sabbath 
Day holy—we can also apply the truths we hear today to the 
entirety of God’s law. Jesus keeps it for us; and God gives us the law 
so that we would be served by it.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which is the color of growth. Our faith and 
trust in God grow as we hear the Word. Our love for others also grows as we are called to 
serve them.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the questions on page 10 of this service folder.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word and Sacrament. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern 
Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 

 

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
The service of word and sacrament proclaims the gospel through God’s Word and the Lord’s Supper.

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN The Law of God Is Good and Wise | CW 287     

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M):   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us.

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,    
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and 
of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS
M:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

Even when the law condemns 
us, it is helpful in that it paves 

the way for the gospel to give us 
rest and refuge in Jesus, who 
kept the law perfectly for us.
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C:  ♫ O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.    CW p.28
Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love,
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;
You make us pure and holy in your sight. 
You did not spare your only Son, 
but gave him up for us all. 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious 
is your name in all the earth. 
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father,
You came to live with us; 
you made your Father known;
You washed us from our sins in your own blood.
You are the King of glory; you are the Lord!
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. ♫

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray. 

O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away everything 
that may be harmful and give us whatever is good; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C:      Amen.
Please be seated. 

The Word

FIRST LESSON Deuteronomy 5:12-15
The Sabbath is meant to serve God's people.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 62 | CW p.88
Pastor will sing the verses; please join to sing the refrain and the "Glory be…".

All: ♫ The mighty Lord is with us;
The God of Jacob is our fortress. ♫

Pastor: My soul finds rest in ′God alone;*
My salvation ′comes from him.

He alone is my rock and my sal′vation;*
He is my fortress, I will never be ′shaken.

Find rest, O my soul, in ′God alone;*
My hope ′comes from him.

All: ♫ The mighty Lord is with us;
The God of Jacob is our fortress. ♫

Pastor: Though your rich′es increase,*
Do not set your ′heart on them.

My salvation and my honor de′pend on God;*
He is my mighty rock, my ′refuge.

Trust in him at all times, O ′people;*
Pour out your hearts to him, for God is our ′refuge.

All: ♫ Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son*
And to the Holy ′Spirit,

As it was in the be′ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. ′Amen.

All: ♫ The mighty Lord is with us;
The God of Jacob is our fortress. ♫

SECOND LESSON Colossians 2:13-17
Christ is the true fulfillment of the Sabbath.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. The precepts of the LORD are right. 
They give joy to the heart.

C: The commandment of the LORD is bright. 
It gives light to the eyes. Alleluia. (Psalm 19:8)

Please stand.
GOSPEL Mark 2:23-3:6
Jesus has a greater law in mind than the Sabbath.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

HYMN Come unto Me, Ye Weary | CW 336

SERMON   Rest in the Sabbath   

Please stand. 
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

This is not a randomly chosen verse; 
it is meant to summarize and build 
on the theme for the day. Today’s 

verse does just that, highlighting the 
benefits of God’s law!
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

THE THANK OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message 
of Jesus. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING    

Remain seated. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the

countless blessings, which we receive from your 
hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties 
of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the 
gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above 
all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and 
blood, which you give us to eat and drink in the sacrament.  Through these means 
of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the 
whole Christian Church on earth.

C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 
love for one another.

M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, 
lose courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness.  The times and days are 
perilous. Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open 
our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to 
share your Word of salvation with all people. 

Note the comprehensive language 
in this prayer; the Prayer of the 
Church is typically meant to be 

more generic, offering prayers for 
all kinds of people in all kinds of 

circumstances.
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Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good 
institutions that you have established for the benefit of society. Remember in 
mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes 
and lives.

C:  Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.

Special prayers and intercession

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 
overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Please stand.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

The Sacrament

THE PREFACE                              | CW p. 33                                                                               
M:    The Lord be with you.                                                                                         
C:  ♫ And also with you. 
M:    Lift up your hearts. 
C: ♫ We lift them up to the Lord.
M:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  ♫ It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!   In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing.  By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he empowered his 
Church to be witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth.  Now have come the salvation 
and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him 
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 
for ever and ever.                                                                                                                                    
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C:  ♫ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. | CW p. 34
The whole earth is full of your glory. 
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
I will give you thanks, 
for you have become my salvation.

        Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. | CW p.35
C:  ♫ Amen.

C:  ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.  
Amen. ♫

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.        
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared | CW 312

Please stand.
THANKSGIVING | CW p. 36
C:  ♫ Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev'ryone what he has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He renews his promises And leads his people forth in joy
With shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia! ♫

M: Let us pray together.
C:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 

here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with 
one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. The Lord 
bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you 
with favor and give you peace. 

C:  ♫ Amen.  Amen. Amen. ♫
Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN O God, My Faithful God| CW 459

With the Lord’s blessing 
on our ears and hearts, we 

can live our lives in 
confidence, humility, and 
joy, all to the glory of God 
and for the good of others.

Just a reminder, we are bringing back our use of the Common Cup today. Another 
change is that we will usher you out into the center aisle. If you would still prefer an 
individual cup, please take one from the trays as you approach the altar. Cups can be 
disposed in the baskets near the first pew as you return to your seats. If you are in need 
of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. The Pharisees thought they understood God’s law, which is one of the reasons they 
confronted Jesus about the disciples' actions in Mark 2.  However, in what ways had 
they misunderstood the heart of God’s law?

2. What does Jesus’ use of the account of David eating the Bread of the Presence teach 
us about sometimes overlooked Old Testament accounts?  What value is there in 
reading and being familiar with the entire Bible, Old and New Testament?

3. Colossians 2 mentions the Sabbath day along with other religious festivals as a 
shadow of future things and identifies Christ as the body casting this shadow.              
In what ways is this true?

4. In Luther’s Explanation of the 3rd Commandment he says to “not despise preaching 
and his Word, but regard it as holy and gladly hear and learn it.” How does this fit 
into our New Testament understanding of the Sabbath?

 



12

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
Ephesians

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

SLOWLY RETURNING TO NORMAL

This Sunday we will resume some of our normal worship practices, while maintaining 
some of our pandemic adjustments for those who are more cautious. The details were 
printed in the June newsletter, but here is a recap.

 We will pass the offering plates to gather offerings and Connect Cards. If you 
would prefer to not touch the plate, just politely motion to the usher. You can also 
deposit your offering and Connect Card in the Information Booth or take care of 
these matters electronically.

 Unless otherwise indicated, all singing will be done by the entire congregation.
 We will continue to use continuous distribution for the Lord’s Supper, but we will 

reverse the flow to coming forward through the center aisle and returning to our 
seats via the side aisles. The common cup will be offered, but individual cups will 
also be available.

 We will keep the tape on the pews and encourage seating to remain socially 
distanced, so everyone feels comfortable.

If you have any questions, just ask an usher or one of pastoral staff.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

On Sunday mornings, we have been combing through the verses of the book of Ephesians. 
This study has a little bit of everything: doctrinal discussion, meaningful application, 
connection to the rest of Scripture, and much more! So, no matter what type of Bible study 
you prefer, give the Sunday morning study of Ephesians a try! We will be starting chapter 
two this week, so it is a good time to join the study! A quick note on scheduling: Due to 
Church in the Park, there will be no Sunday morning Bible class next Sunday, June 13. 
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CHURCH IN THE PARK NEXT SUNDAY June 13 | 10:30 AM

Our 10:30 service next Sunday will be held at the amphitheater at Robinson Park, and 
there will be a picnic afterwards. If you haven't let us know you are coming, we encourage 
you to do so. You can use the SignUp Genius link in your Sunday Sneak Peek email or the 
signup sheet on the Ministry Table.  If you forget to sign up, we'll forgive you and be glad 
to see you there. The same goes for any last minute guests you invite. We hope everyone 
will join us at Robinson Park for this special event.

HELP AT THE FOOD PANTRY June 21-25

Our turn to serve at the local food pantry is coming up in a couple of weeks. The hours 
are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from noon until 4:00 PM.  One Tuesday, 
the hours are 4:00 to 7:00 PM. If you are willing to bags groceries, please contact Judy 
Anderson at 715-423-5922.  

CAN YOU SERVE ONCE A MONTH?

We've had one person step forward to help once a month with Monday night worship. 
We are looking for a few more people to fill out the schedule on Monday and at the 10:30 
service on Sunday. Can you help once or twice a month? The work involves advancing 
the slides on PowerPoint, and you need to be there a little while before and after the 
service.  To volunteer, contact Chris Williams (507-279-0167), Larry or Veronica Klish (715-
421-3607), or Pastor Proeber (715-421-3634). 

ST. PAUL'S IS HIRING!

We have full- and part-time positions available in our 
childcare and office. If you know someone who loves the Lord 
and wants to serve Him in their job, encourage them to apply. 
We are flexible on scheduling. For more information on the 
childcare positions, please contact Carole Melso or Kellie 
Jensen at littlelambs@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634 ext. 1119. 
For more information on the office position, please contact 
Judy Stensberg at 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpauslwr.org.
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NO MORE DONATIONS (FOR NOW)

Dime & Dollar has been overwhelmed by the amount 
of donations it received in just a couple of days.  They 
do not have room for any more items until after the 
grand opening on Saturday, June 12. On that day, there 
is a ribbon cutting ceremony at 9:45 AM. Then the store 
will be open for shopping from 10 AM - 4:00 PM. 

DO YOU SHOP AMAZON?

Your purchases can earn money for ministry. Just use the alternate site smile.amazon.com. 
It has the same products, pricing, and shipping options as the regular Amazon site, but 
you can designate St. Paul's to receive a percentage of your purchases. It is a small 
percentage (0.5%), but we are thankful for the additional funds. From January through 
March, smile.amazon.com users earned $60.94 for St. Paul's. Thank you for your wise 
stewardship.  What can $60 buy? Ten sets of Sunday School lessons, three catechisms, two 
bibles, or a whole roll of postage stamps!  If you are a scrip user, be sure to pay for your 
purchases with Amazon scrip to you earn additional funds for our school.

LOOK FOR OUR BOOTH June 10 | 8:00 am - 2:00 PM

Be sure to look for our booth at the Downtown Farmers Market this Thursday, June 10. 
The booth will give us an opportunity to interact with the community and make them 
aware of what our church, school, and childcare have to offer. There will also be an activity 
for the children. We plan to have a booth each month the market is open. If you are 
interested in helping at future booths, please contact Todd Ferkey at 715-421-2848.

NOTE ON SCRIP SALES FOR JUNE 13

Because the second service next Sunday will be at the park, scrip for both Northland and 
St. Paul's will be sold only after the first service that morning. If you normally buy after 
the second service, please plan ahead and try to do so this Sunday. Thank you for 
supporting Christian education by using scrip.

GRAND OPENING JUNE 12
Ribbon Cutting 9:45AM
Store Open 10AM-4PM
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CALENDAR June 6-13

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
8:00 AM Booth at the Downtown Farmers Market

SATURDAY 10:00 AM Grand Opening of Dime & Dollar Thrift Store

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
10:30 AM Church in the Park

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  158   

From July 1, 2020 to June 3, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 988,182
Actual cost of ministry: $ 1,071,725

Mortgage balance:  $1,260,129

Organ Fund balance: $4,140
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


