
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

  GOD IN THREE PERSONS –
 BLESSED TRINITY!

Holy Trinity Sunday
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

June 4, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.
It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
The Scriptures never use the words “Trinity” or “Triune.” They never even 
summarize in any single place the entirety of this doctrine. Instead, as we read 
God’s Word from the first verse of Genesis to the last verse of Revelation, he gives 
us hints and glimpses of his Triune nature. Thus, the doctrine of the Trinity can 
seem very academic, even abstract. It may seem to have little relevance to the 

Christian’s daily life. Nothing could be further from the truth. Instead, as God provides those 
hints and glimpses, his primary focus is on the way in which his Triune nature is a blessing to 
us. God shows us how we benefit from the fact he exists as Trinity. God dwells in a majesty and 
mystery that far exceeds our understanding. But here is what we can understand. Every time we 
gather in the name of the Lord, our Triune God, we receive indescribable blessings.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 8 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Organist Sue Kulhanek

Acknowledgements 
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The Service: Setting One
Setting One begins on page 154 in the hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 483 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Dialogue Based on Luther’s explanations to the Three Articles of the Creed
and accompanying Scriptural support

I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me 
my body and soul, eyes, ears and all my members, my mind and all my abilities.    
By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, 
so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. Hebrews 11:3

God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes, 
food and drink, house and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, and all I own, 
and all I need to keep my body and life.
The Lord makes grass grow for the cattle, 
and plants for people to cultivate—bringing forth food from the earth. Psalm 104:14

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 
When the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those under the law, 
that we might receive adoption to sonship.   Galatians 4:4                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Christ has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, 
purchased and won me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, 
not with gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood 
and with his innocent suffering and death.
The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.   Mark 10:45    
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I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing 
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him. 
But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, 
sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
No one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. John 3:5-6

In the same way, the Holy Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies 
the whole Christian Church on earth, 
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
There is one body and one Spirit, 
just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, 
who is over all and through all and in all. Ephesians 4:4-6                                                                    

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
From him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen. Romans 11:33, 36

Glory Be to God CW 157
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renewing 
all creation by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free from doubt and fear, we may ever 
worship you, one true, immortal God, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, living and reigning, 
now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Genesis 1:1—2:3
The triune God demonstrates his wisdom and power as creation.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 13:11–14
The triune god brings unity and peace as he gives us his grace, love, and fellowship.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 6:3

Pastor sings:
Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Al / -  mighty; 
the whole earth is full of his / glory.
 
Refrain
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Matthew 28:16–20
Jesus calls us to share the gospel in the name of the triune God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 586 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest

Sermon

Stand

Athanasian Creed Spoken responsively
Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Christian faith.
Whoever does not keep this faith pure in all points will certainly perish forever.
Now this is the true Christian faith:
We worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, 

without mixing the persons or dividing the divine being.
For each person—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—is distinct,

but the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory and coeternal in majesty.
What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit.
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The Father is uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;
the Father is infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;

the Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal;
yet they are not three who are eternal, but there is one who is eternal,

just as they are not three who are uncreated, nor three who are infinite, but there is one 
who is uncreated and one who is infinite.

In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is almighty;
yet they are not three who are almighty, but there is one who is almighty.

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;
yet they are not three Gods, but one God.

So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;
yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord.

For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person individually to be God 
and Lord, so the true Christian faith forbids us to speak of three Gods or three Lords.

The Father is neither made nor created nor begotten of anyone.
The Son is neither made nor created, but is begotten of the Father alone.
The Holy Spirit is neither made nor created nor begotten, 

but proceeds from the Father and the Son.
So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; 

one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.
And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater or inferior;

but all three persons are coequal and coeternal, so that in every way, as stated 
before, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 

Whoever wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the Trinity.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Triune God, you are the one eternal God, whose name we praise forever. We would not have 
known you if you had not revealed yourself to us as three persons, yet one God. Remove from 
us all doubt and grant us humble faith as we contemplate this high and holy mystery.
Enlighten and empower us to worship you as the triune God, the holy Trinity. 
 
God our Father, whatever good is in us, whatever good things we have, and whatever good we 
do comes from you alone. In you we live and move and have our being.
Open our eyes to see the gifts you provide every day out of your own love and care.
 
Lord Jesus, you came into our world to make the Father known to us. You joined yourself to us 
by taking on our humanity and brought us back to God by shedding your blood. In love you 
walked the way of suffering and carried the wrath of God that we deserved because of our sins. 
Help us believe that all you did and all you endured you did to rescue us and set us free.
In the bright new hope of your resurrection teach us to offer our lives in praise to God 
and love to our neighbor.
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Creator Spirit, you breathed into us new life by the power of the gospel, opened our eyes to see 
the light of your grace, and filled our minds with the clear sound of your voice.  Through Word 
and sacrament lead us to understand more completely how broad and deep and high is the 
love of God in Christ Jesus. Firm up our resolve to do battle with Satan and sin.
In every weakness be our strength, that we may show ourselves to be God’s children: 
faithful in prayer, constant in hope, and fervent in love.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 

Holy Trinity, you are the God of glory, the God of grace, and the God of all comfort.
We praise your name—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—now and forever. Amen.

Connect Card and Offering
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering 

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 

Special Prayers This Week
† For Ruby Fiecko who will have ear reconstruction surgery in California on Wednesday and for 

safety as the family travels.  
† For Pastor Peter & Lauren Plagenz, who recently experienced a loss through miscarriage. 
†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   
†  

 

 

†
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The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 165

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
forever in perfect unity with you and the Holy Spirit as one God and one Lord. Therefore, with 
all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song:
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 
from eternal death all who believe in you.
 
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 612 How Great Thou Art
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Distribution Hymn 665 What Is This Bread

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 929 May the Peace of God
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Take Home Questions

1. Read all three readings again: Genesis 1:1-2:3; 2 Corinthians 13:11-14; and Matthew 28:16-20. 
Make a list of all the places in these sections where you see evidence of the Trinity—that 
our God is three in one.

2. The doctrine of the Trinity is not a theological exercise or an abstract doctrine. This is the 
identity of our God—the God who longs for and promises a relationship with people. Look 
again at your list from question 1. In what ways do the items you noted and the 
corresponding passages teach how God relates to us, his creation?

3. This Sunday we used the Athanasian Creed, a fifth-century confession of faith which 
declares the truth of the Trinity and of Jesus’ Incarnation. (You can read the entire creed 
on pp. 284,285 in the hymnal.) What strikes you as you read through the creed? What 
questions do you have about it?

4. Now or the next time you’re in the sanctuary at St. Paul’s, look around. In what ways do 
you see the Trinity taught and confessed in our art and architecture? 
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study: Jonah
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Join Us Monday Nights
This summer you can join us for worship on Monday nights at 6:00 pm. This is a great option 
when a vacation, family reunion, wedding, and other summer event takes you out of town on 
Sunday. These service will be held between Memorial Day and Labor Day (June 5-August 28), 
and are a repeat of the Sunday service.

Other worship options when you are out of town:

Watch on TV:  Sunday nights at 6:00 pm a recording of the previous Sunday’s service will be 
shown on Solarus channel 3 and Spectrum channel 985. 

Watch online: The 8:00 am Sunday service is livestreamed on Youtube, and you can watch it 
later. Type for St. Paul’s Wisconsin Rapids in the YouTube search bar or look for the link on 
our website and the Sunday Sneak Peek email.

Attend another WELS/ELS church: Visit WELS.net and look for “Find a Church/School” at the 
very top of the page. Enter the city or specific address where you will be staying, and you will 
get a list of results in order by distance from your location. Click on the name of the church to 
get their address and worship service times.

Serve at the Food Pantry June 26-30

It is our turn to serve at the FOCUS food pantry in Wisconsin Rapids on June 26-30. Can you 
help with a shift? Volunteers are needed to pick and bag grocery orders Tuesday from 3:45-7:00 
pm and Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 11:45-4:00 pm. To sign up, please 
contact Judy Anderson at 715-423-5922 or 5janderson@charter.net.

Blog for Christian Fathers
Beginning on June 5, Northwestern Publishing House (NPH) will start a new series of daily blog 
posts for Christian fathers. This series will help fathers lead their families to the love we receive 
from our heavenly Father. Don't miss a single post of this series by subscribing to the NPH blog. 
To subscribe, go to blog.NPH.net and enter your email address in the right-hand column. You 
will only receive email notifications when new content is posted to the NPH blog.
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Calendar June 4-12

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship
 

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings

 
Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

 
Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  176
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 834,937
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 744,477

Upcoming WELS Events
June 4-6 Western Wisconsin District Convention WELSWWD.weebly.com
June 10 Taste of Missions in Mequon TasteofMissions.com
June 11 Awake & Alive in Milwaukee AwakeAlive.com
June 16-18 Family Fest at Camp Phillip in Wautoma CampPhillip.com
June 22-25 LWMS Convention in Lacrosse 60.LWMS.org
July 7 WELS Night at the Brewers Brewers.com/WELS

Summer Office Hours Begin this Week
Beginning this Monday, June 5, the office will only be open from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm on 
Monday-Friday. To contact a pastor outside of office hours, please use their cell phone number 
listed on the back of the bulletin.
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


