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Second Sunday after Pentecost  
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

June 2, 2024 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
After a hard week on the job, you have earned the opportunity to relax a bit that weekend. This 
is how everyone thinks: rest is something you earn through hard work. We even teach that to 
our kids: no gaming until homework is done, no playing with friends until chores are complete.  

Since that concept of rest being earned is so deeply engrained in us, to 
properly understand spiritual rest requires a top-down faith. God needs to 
send us the Spirit so that we can grasp this truth. True spiritual rest cannot 
be earned. In fact, the harder you try, the more restless and the less peaceful 

you become. Spiritual rest is a gift that God gives. The rest we need most—from guilt, from 
worry, from shame, from hopelessness—is graciously given to us by the Lord of the Sabbath. 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 11 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.    

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist Marilyn Foley; Soloist Rose Paul   

Acknowledgements 
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reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Service: Setting One 
Setting One begins on page 154 in the hymnal. 

 
Hymn 913 Come Away from Rush and Hurry 
 
Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 154 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
Eternal God, your Son, Jesus Christ, is our true Sabbath rest. Help us to keep each day holy by 
receiving his Word of comfort that we may find our rest in him, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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First Reading Deuteronomy 5:12–15 

The LORD commanded that the Sabbath day be observed so that we might rest and remember 
all that he has done for us. 

12 Observe the Sabbath day by setting it apart as holy, just as the LORD your God 
commanded you. 13 Six days you are to serve and perform all of your regular work, 14 but the 
seventh day is a sabbath rest to the LORD your God. You are not to do any regular work, you or 
your son or your daughter or your male servant or your female servant or your ox or your 
donkey or any of your livestock or the alien who resides inside your gates, in order that your 
male servant and your female servant may rest like you. 15 Remember that you were slaves in 
the land of Egypt and that the LORD your God brought you out from there with a strong hand 
and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the day of 
rest. (EHV®) 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm of the Day 62C My Soul Finds Rest in God Alone 
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Text and tune: Stuart Townend; Aaron Keyes © 2008 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: CCLI no. 145043 

 

Second Reading Colossians 2:13–17 

All God’s commands about religious festivals and the Sabbath day were meant to point us to the 
spiritual rest found in Christ. 

13 Even when you were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made you alive with Christ by forgiving us all our trespasses. 14 God erased the record of our 
debt brought against us by his legal demands. This record stood against us, but he took it away 
by nailing it to the cross. 15 After disarming the rulers and authorities, he made a public display 
of them by triumphing over them in Christ. 

16 Therefore, do not let anyone judge you in regard to food or drink, or in regard to a 
festival or a New Moon or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the things that were coming, 
but the body belongs to Christ. (EHV®) 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Psalm 19:8 

 
  
The commands of the LORD are radiant,  
giving light to the eyes.  Refrain 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 
Gospel Mark 2:23—3:6 

The Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath. 
23 Once on a Sabbath day, Jesus was passing through the grain fields, and his disciples 

began to pick heads of grain as they walked along. 24 The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are 
they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath day?” 

25 He replied to them, “Have you never read what David did when he was in need and 
hungry (he and his companions)? 26 He entered the house of God in the time of Abiathar the 
high priest and ate the Bread of the Presence, which is not lawful for anyone to eat, except for 
the priests. He also gave some to his companions.” 

27 Then Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 28 So 
the Son of Man is the Lord even of the Sabbath.” 

3:1 Jesus entered the synagogue again, and a man was there with a withered hand. 2 They 
were watching Jesus closely to see if he would heal the man on the Sabbath day, so that they 
could accuse him. 3 He said to the man with the withered hand, “Step forward!” 4 Then he said 
to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath day to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But 
they were silent. 5 Then he looked around at them with anger, deeply grieved at the hardness 
of their hearts. He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” The man stretched it out, and his 
hand was restored. 6 The Pharisees left and immediately began to conspire against Jesus with 
the Herodians, plotting how they might kill him. (EHV®) 

  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

Children’s Message 
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Hymn of the Day 703 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
 

Sermon 
 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, 
through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his 
working through the means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 
love toward all may increase. 
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of 
faith. 
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 
life. 
  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge 
our laws. 
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, 
the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or 
dangerous. 
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer 
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
 
Special prayers and intercession   

 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 

  
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 
their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 
Amen. 
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Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 
 

Musical Offering 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sacrament 
 
Stand 

Preface CW 165 

 

 

Special Prayers This Week 
†   

†  
†   
†    
†  
†   

  
   

Questions for Examination  
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness? 
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me? 
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament? 
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life? 
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?  
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.  
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 
from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn 670 I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 
 
Stand 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 948 Thank the Lord and Sing His Praise 
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Take Home Questions 
  
1. Rest is a central theme through all these readings. For what reasons is rest so important, 

and not just physical rest but spiritual rest? 
 
 
 
a. What places does the world try to find true rest? Trace each path to its conclusion. 

Where does each lead? 
 
 
 

b. Where only can we find true rest? (Hint: read Matthew 11:28-30) In what ways do each 
of these readings open our eyes to that true source of rest? 
 

 
 

2. Our reading from Deuteronomy 5 is simply the 3rd Commandment from a retelling of the 
10 Commandments. In Luther’s Explanation of the 3rd Commandment he says to “not 
despise preaching and his Word, but regard it as holy and gladly hear and learn it.” How 
does this attitude toward God’s Word fit into our New Testament understanding of the 
Sabbath and our source of true rest? 
 
 
 

3. In our reading from Colossians 2, verse 16 is a turning point—what follows is true because 
of what came before. In what ways does our Christian freedom (what vv. 16 and 17 are all 
about) hinge on the objective justification that’s ours in Christ (what’s taught in vv 13-15)? 

 

 

 
4. The Pharisees thought they understood God’s law, which is one of the reasons they 

confronted Jesus about the disciples' actions in Mark 2. However, in what ways had they 
turned the rest that God intended his people to have into work? 
 
 
a. In what ways do we do the same, turning rest that God intends us to have into work 

that we do?  
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News & Announcements 

 
This Sunday’s Bible Study: 
Foundations of the Christian Faith 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 

  
Strengthen Your Foundation June 2 | 9:15 AM  

During our Sunday Bible Hour, Pastor Plagenz will be going through his Foundations of the 
Christian Faith course. This course is a good review of the basic teachings of the Bible. It will 
help you firm up what you believe and prepare you to share your faith knowledgeably with 
others. The workbook includes a large appendix of materials, so you may learn something that 
is new to you. The class begins this Sunday at 9:15 am in the cafeteria and will continue through 
the summer. Please note that there is no class next week, June 9, because of the called worker 
farewells. 

Farewells Next Sunday June 9 

Next Sunday we will say farewell to several called workers: Miss Josie Avery, Mr. John Melso, 
Mrs. Carole Melso, Pastor Lucas Proeber, and Mr. John Quint.  If you would like to leave a 
note or card for any or all of those called workers, there are boxes for those items under the 
bulletin board in the Welcome Center. We have even provided paper and pens.   

Between the services next Sunday, we will have a fellowship time to allow you to say goodbye 
to our departing teachers. Then at noon, we will have a farewell luncheon for Pastor Proeber 
and his family. If you haven’t yet, please sign up at the Ministry Table to let us know that you 
are coming.  The church will provide the entrée with the congregation providing the salads and 
desserts. The choice of entrées are chicken, hamburger, brat, and hotdog. Please sign up at the 
Ministry Table, so we know how much of each item to prepare.   

Summer Worship Schedule   

With the pastoral vacancy, our summer schedule will be a little different from other years.        
Our Monday evening service will only be held once a month. This service will be on the 
Monday following the first Sunday of the month and will be a repeat of the 
Sunday service. We always have communion on the first Sunday of the 
month, so this will allow the evening worshippers to particpate in the Lord’s 
Supper.  Our first evening service will be this Monday, June 3 at 6:30 pm. 
For information on other changes taking place because of the vacancy, 
please see the monthly newsletter. 
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Future Called Workers Need YOU!!   

There is a growing need for pastors and teachers in our synod, and 
while this may not be your calling, there are students who are pursuing 
careers in the public ministry who could use your help. Martin Luther 
College (MLC) established the Congregational Partner Grant Fund to 
help congregations encourage and support their members who are 
preparing for the ministry at MLC. St. Paul’s submits any funds raised for this effort directly to 
MLC and they will match, dollar for dollar, up to $1,450 per student. We have a student, Emma 
Schroeder, who is enrolled at MLC for the fall semester. If you are moved to encourage her 
ministry, use the envelopes are on the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center. The current 
account balance is $165. Deadline for gifts is June 30. 

Summer Scrip Courier Needed   

The Northland Scrip Team needs someone to take scrip orders to and from the school during 
the summer.  If you are going there for sports or a camp, or traveling to Wausau for another 
reason, please contact Sue Kulhanek at 715-213-9093. Even if you can do it only once or twice 
this summer, it will be helpful. Thank you! 

Summer Office Hours Begin 

Our summer office hours begin this Monday, June 3.  The office will be open from 8:00 am to 
2:00 pm. As always if you have an urgent matter to discuss with the pastor you can call him. 
Pastor Plagenz’s phone number is 920-689-3036. 

Taste of Missions in Two Weeks  June 15 

Take the whole family to experience missions at the Taste of Missions event in Mequon on 
Saturday, June 15. Meet real missionaries and taste foods from the mission field. There are 
children’s activities and times for fellowship and worship.  If you can’t attend in person, there is 
also a virtual option.  Learn more at TasteofMissions.com. 

Congratulations to Our Graduates!   

Congratulations to all of our members who are graduating from high 
school and college.  May God bless you as you take the next steps in your 
life. As a congregation, we want to be there for you in this time of 

transition. Whether you are going off to school, entering the military, or starting a job, please 
let us know. It is important to stay connected to other Christians who will encourage you in your 
faith.  If you have a new address, please email us, note it on our Connect Card, or text the pastor.  
Again, God bless you as you go forward.  
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Calendar June 2-9 

 
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Foundation of the Christian Faith in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Worship  
 
Monday 6:30 pm Worship 
         
Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
 6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings Night 
   
Thursday  7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
  
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Farewell Fellowship for Departing Teachers  
 10:30 AM Worship  
 12:00 PM Farewell Luncheon for Pastor Proeber 

 
Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  208 

 
Next Sunday 
Theme: A Top-Down Faith Trusts in Jesus' Complete Victory 
Readings: Genesis 3:8-15; Revelation 20:1-6; Mark 3:20-35 

 
Upcoming Events 

June 10-11  Western Wisconsin District Convention   
June 12 Senior Social at 10:00 am 
June 14 Father’s Day 
June 25-28 WELS Insternational Youth Rally 

 
Clothing Giveaway Returning this August 

As you switch out your cold weather clothes for shorts, please set aside anything you no longer 
want for our Clothing Giveaway. If you children have outgrown their fall clothes, we would love 
them for our Clothing Giveaway.  This community event will happen in August. Watch the 
bulletin for donation dates.  
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