
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 OUR HIGH PRIEST PRAYS FOR UNITY 
AMONG HIS CHILDREN!
The Seventh Sunday of Easter
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

June 2, 2019

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 
find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

The Season of Easter draws to a close (though its effects are eternal!) with a look at Jesus’ High 
Priestly prayer. Our risen and ascended Lord Jesus prays for Spirit-inspired unity between 
his Father and his bride, the Holy Christian Church. Our prayer is that even more would be 
drawn to God and united to him through faith.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is white, which draws our attention to the perfect unity 
of heaven. 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using page 156 in the front of the hymnal.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (NIV84) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION . 
NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hymns marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  

Divine Service II. Text: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. Music: Stephen P. Stake and Dale Witte © 2008 
Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

PSALM 133-134. Refrain, Tune and setting: Columba Kelly. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago IL.  Psalm Tone 
Tune and setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 

“In Unity and Peace.” Tune & Setting: James J. Chepponis © 1997 GIA Publications , Inc. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903.

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.



3

DIVINE SERVICE II
A version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church intended to be used when Holy Communion is celebrated.

WELCOME

HYMN Blest Be the Tie that Binds | CW 494

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father 

and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C):  Amen. 

CONFESSION
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

ABSOLUTION
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 
need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

We confess both our natural sin 
(what we’re born with) and our 
actual sin (what we commit or 

omit), along with what the 
consequence of any sin is—eternal 
separation from God (Isaiah 59:2).
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M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 
in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C: Christ, have mercy.
M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.
C: Amen.

GLORY BE TO GOD sung to the tune in CW 152

♫  All glory be to God on high!  O Lamb of God, to you we pray.
    Your name, O Lord, we glorify; You take all human sin away.
    We praise you for your peace and grace,  Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer; 
    Your favor toward our fallen race. From God’s right hand, your mercy share.

You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;
The Father’s glory you made known.
 We by your Spirit sing again:
“All glory be to God!” Amen.  ♫

The Word

SALUTATION
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at 
your right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know 
him and faith to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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Please be seated.
FIRST LESSON Acts 16:6-10
Unity happens in places we might not expect.
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 133-134 |CW p.115

Refrain: ♫ Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

How good and pleas′ant it is*
When brothers live together in ′unity!

For there the LORD bestows his ′blessing,*
Even life for′evermore.

Refrain: ♫ Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

Praise the LORD, all you servants ′of the LORD*
Who minister in the house ′of the LORD.

Lift up your hands in the sanctu′ary*
And ′praise the LORD.

May the LORD, the maker of heav′en and earth,*
Bless you from ′Zion.

Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son*
And to the Holy ′Spirit,

As it was in the be′ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. ′Amen.

Refrain: ♫ Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

SECOND LESSON Revelation 22:12-17, 20

Perfect unity in Jesus is coming soon!

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
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VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
M:  I will not leave you as orphans; 
C: I will come to you. Alleluia. (John 14:18)

Please stand.
GOSPEL John 17:20-26

Unity on earth gives us a glimpse of the relationship between Father and Son.

After the Gospel, the announcement is made:
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.

HYMN OF THE DAY In Christ There Is No East or West | CW 539

SERMON -  JESUS DESIRES THE UNITY OF ALL BELIEVERS    

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

This is the high point of 
worship as we hear words of 

Jesus himself. Thus, we stand 
out of respect for his words.
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Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  We ask 
that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship Register which will be 
passed out during the offering. 

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic 
option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you 
with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING   

Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

The original text reads 
“catholic” (rather than 
“Christian.”) meaning 
“universal.” Christians 
changed the word since 
the original term has 

come to mean something 
else entirely.
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The Sacrament

PREFACE (spoken)

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who rose from the dead in glorious triumph to bring forgiveness to the 
world and everlasting life to all who believe. Therefore with all the saints on earth 
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus      sung to the tune in CW 166    
  ♫ O holy, holy, holy   ♫ Hosanna in the highest!

Lord God of pow’r and might, How truly blest is he
Your glory, earth and heaven Who in God’s name is coming
In countless ways recite. To set his people free!
Hosanna! Come and save us, He comes to bring salvation
Lord God of hosts on high, And with his blood outpoured,
And in your grace and mercy Deliver us from bondage—
Receive our fervent cry. ♫ Hosanna, mighty Lord! ♫

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 
has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

By his incarnation, he became one with us.
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Jesus took bread and gave 
thanks (Matthew 26:26).
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Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 
repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 
preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 
glory everlasting.

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD - Agnus Dei 

Jesus is God’s Lamb (Agnus Dei 
in Latin), who was sacrificed 

once for all the sins of the world 
(John 1:29; Hebrews 7:27).
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Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

The communicant members of our congregation will be invited to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Because the 
Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the sacrament, and that receiving the 
sacrament together is a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests to 
speak with the pastor prior to communing.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position 
of stating your agreement with our convictions before we’ve had an opportunity to explain and prove them 
from Scripture.  The pastor would be happy to explore our convictions with you, on the basis of God’s Word, 
so that you might commune with us in the future!

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher.

COMMUNION HYMN  I Come, O Savior, to Your Table | CW 310

Please stand.
SONG OF SIMEON  - Nunc Dimittis sung to the tune in CW 133

      ♫   O Lord, now let your servant Depart in peace, assured:      
For I have seen your promised Incarnate, saving Word—      
A Light that will enlighten All gloom where Gentiles dwell;      
The brilliant, crowning glory Of those in Israel!

All glory to the Father, all glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit, Forever three in one;
For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity. ♫      
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CLOSING PRAYER
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as 
your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

 C: Amen.

BLESSING  
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen. 

Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN  In Unity and Peace | CWS 773

Congregation sings refrain and end of verse. Pastor sings verses.
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The closing hymn brings together different verses written 
by the apostle Paul on Christian unity, such as 

1 Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 4:1-6; and Philippians 2:2-4.



13

TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Read all of John 17, known as the High Priestly Prayer. As you read, notice 1) for 
whom Jesus prays in each of the three sections, 2) what the content of each section is, 
and 3) how the content of the three sections is connected. What are three aspects of 
this prayer that would be good to implement into your personal prayer life?

2. What is a real-life concrete application for you from today’s First Reading from Acts 
16? In other words, how can you relate to what happened to Paul? What does this 
reading have to do with unity among believers?

3. Look at all the word pictures in Revelation 22! Jesus speaks of the tree of life, the city, 
the gates of the city, the Root and Offspring of David, the Morning Star, the bride, 
the water of life, and probably more that I missed. Try to find one reference 
elsewhere in the Bible to each of these different things. If you can’t find an exact 
match, perhaps you can find something similar to help understand what Jesus and 
John are talking about.

4. What are some things that will stop us from being visibly unified with other 
Christian church bodies? What must we also keep in mind, even though we aren’t 
sharing everything with those Christians?



14

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
How to study the Bible through the lens of confession. 

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

A VOTERS’ MEETING WILL BE HELD NEXT SUNDAY - June 9 at 9:15 a.m. to approve 
the 2019-2020 ministry plan and budget. Check your mailslot for more info.  

MORE VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR SPLASH PARTY - June 15 ~1:00-4:00 p.m. 
Please check out the volunteer boards in the Welcome Center and let us know how you 
can help make this event a success.

LEARN TO LIVE GENEROUSLY next Sunday, June 9 at 11:45 a.m.  Matt Casper with 
Thrivent Financial will share how to make a lasting impact in your family, church and 
community. This will take only 30 minutes, and refreshments will be provided!

IF YOU ORDERED PREPARED TO ANSWER BOOKS, you can pick them up after 
worship today.

BABY BOTTLES ARE DUE NEXT SUNDAY, June 9. Put them in the white crate by the 
cradle in the Welcome Center. Donation will go to First Choice Pregnancy Resource 
Center.

ST. PAUL’S WILL BE SERVING AT THE LOCAL FOOD PANTRY (SWEPS) the week 
of June 17-22.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Judy Anderson at 
5JAnderson@charter.net or 715-423-5922.

PASTOR OUT OF TOWN on Thursday & Friday, June 3-4. If you have an emergency, 
you can reach Pastor on his cell phone.

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday.

NO ST. PAUL’S SCRIP ORDERS WILL BE TAKEN on Sundays, June 30 & July 7.  Please 
plan ahead. Contact Deb DeWilde for more information: stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com.
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CALENDAR                   June 2-9
SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 

9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
10:30 AM Worship                               

MONDAY 8:15 AM Board of Elders in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Worship
7:00 PM Board of Properties in the Resource Center

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 6:30 PM Contemporary Choir in the Balcony

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Voters’ Meeting 

10:30 AM Worship
11:45 AM Thrivent Presentation

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT  
Last week’s attendance:  216      
Year-to-date average attendance: 252

From July 1, 2018 to May 24, 2019
Actual gifts to ministry:          $ 903,397              
Actual cost of ministry:           $ 936,537    
Mortgage Balance                  $ 1,522,990

UPCOMING EVENTS
June 5-15 Church Directory Photos
June 15          Summer Splash Party
June 16          Father’s Day
June 17-22     Serving at Food Pantry

Don’t Be Left Out!
Have your picture taken                      
for our new directory.

Appointments are available for 
June 5-8 & 12-15.

Contact the church office or look 
for the link on our website.



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634  |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org

www.stpaulswr.org


