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HE LIVES TO POUR OUT HIS SPIRIT
The Day of Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

May 28, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
Fifty days after the Passover, God’s Old Testament people celebrated Pentecost 
(Greek for “fifty”). Pentecost commemorated the gathering of the harvest and was 
also used to remember the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai, the start of the Church of 
Israel. Christ chose Pentecost to be the birthday of his New Testament Church too. 
By pouring out his Holy Spirit, Christ empowered the Church to gather in the great 
harvest of souls won by the Son. 

Pentecost is the third great festival of the Church, along with the Nativity and the Resurrection. 
The early church fathers mention the Festival of Pentecost often enough to lead many to believe 
it was celebrated annually already at the time of the apostles. Pentecost closes the fifty-day 
period after Easter and ends the festival half of the church year. The Church dresses in red this 
day to remind us of the tongues of fire that marked the Spirit’s gift, as well as the blood of the 
martyrs which was the seed of the Church.

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Lucas Proeber; Organist Destinee Fiecko; Flutists Lauren Plagenz & Kristi Perry

Acknowledgements
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reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
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The Service: Setting Two
Setting Two begins on page 172 of the hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 479 God’s Holy Spirit Came

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174

Tune: Marty Haugen.  © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176
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Tune: Marty Haugen  © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of grace. 
Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith we may tell 
abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one 
God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Acts 2:1–21
The Spirit is poured out so that the gospel would be proclaimed to the world.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 104A Lord, Send Out Your Spirit
Join to sing the refrain and, as noted, the verses.

 
How many are your / works, LORD!
   In wisdom you / made them all.
All creatures / look to you
   to give them their food at the / proper time.
When you give it to them, they gather / it up;
   when you open your hand, they are satisfied / with good things.    Refrain
 
May the glory of the LORD endure for- / ever;
   may the LORD rejoice / in his works—
he makes winds his / messengers,
   flames of fire his / servants.
I will sing to the LORD / all my life;
   I will sing praise to my God as long / as I live.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
   and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Text: © 1980 Arlo D. Duba (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903. Tune: © 1981 Richard T. Proulx. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Setting: © 2011 Faith Alive Christian Resources. Used by permission: License no. 130005105
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Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:3–11
The Spirit brings blessing to each believer so that, in turn, believers can be blessings to others.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Antiphon for Pentecost

Pastor sings:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful / people,
and kindle in them the fire / of your love.

Refrain
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel John 7:37–39
Jesus promises to pour out his Spirit to those who are spiritually thirsty.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 585 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord

Sermon The Cycle of the Spirit

Stand
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Confession of Faith The Third Article and Explanation
 according to Luther’s Small Catechism

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my 
Lord, or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me 
with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way he calls, 
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it 
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian Church he daily and fully 
forgives all sins to me and all believers. On the Last Day he will raise me and all the 
dead and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, we thank you that you kept your promise and sent the 
Holy Spirit to your Church. Move us to celebrate the Day of Pentecost with special joy because 
you continue to send your Spirit to equip and empower us to be your witnesses in the world.
Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Fire and wind came with the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. We seek no signs but rely 
on your promise that the Spirit will empower us as we believe and proclaim the good news.
Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Through the sevenfold gifts of the Spirit, grant us zeal to reach out to the lost. Give us courage 
to confess the truth clearly and compassion to speak in love. Guide us as we encourage others 
to join us in your mission. Enable us to work together to make disciples of all nations.
Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

We pray that your Spirit may raise up many more men and women who are willing to be our 
voices in our nation and around the world. Prepare these witnesses in their education and life 
experiences to be able to reach out to every nation, tribe, language, and people. Keep them in 
your care as they serve in our place and for your cause.
Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Restrain the evil of Satan as we proclaim your truth. Protect all your people from persecution. 
When we endure the cross for following you, provide courage and patience. Safeguard our 
economy and guide our political leaders so that we may proclaim the gospel freely to all.
Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love. 
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We pray each day that you keep in your care all who are enduring the troubles and tragedies of 
life: those whose bodies are racked with pain, those who struggle with depression and fear, 
those who endure the frustration of poverty, those who grieve a sudden loss, and those who 
are facing death. Let your Spirit bring their prayers and ours to your Father’s throne of grace.  
Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Lord Jesus, continue to pour out your Holy Spirit that he may renew us with his power. May 
his love ignite our hearts and his breath impel our steps to preach the gospel to every creature.    
Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love. Amen. 

Connect Card and Offering
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering

Hymn 589 Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid

Stand

Special Prayers This Week:
† For those graduating college, high school, grade school and embarking on to the 

next phase of life
† For those who gave their lives in service to our country  
†
†  
†  
†   
†  
 

 


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Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 591 O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace
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Take Home Questions

1.    1 Corinthians 12:3-11 is not the only place in the New Testament that addresses spiritual 
gifts. Look at Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:28-30; Ephesians 4:11; and 1 Peter 4:11. What 
important points are similar among all these sections about spiritual gifts? For instance, 
what are the gifts meant to accomplish? Who supplies the gifts? Who receives the gifts? 
Are there other gifts that exist outside of these lists?

2.    John 7:37-39 speaks about how the Spirit is poured into the hearts of believers. I recently 
heard a sermon about being “Filled Up and Overflowing.” It wasn’t on this text, but it still 
has some connections.
a.   What harmful things might we tend to become filled up with? As a result of those 

things, what overflows out from us? 

b.   What can we do to be filled with the Holy Spirit? According to today’s readings, what is 
the result of being filled with the Holy Spirit?

3.    Pentecost has been said to be like a wedding for the New Testament church, meaning it 
was a day filled with numerous special things. But the comparison does not stop there. In 
what other ways is the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost much like a wedding?

4.   Consider how you use the gifts the Spirit has given you for the common good. Is there a 
gift you have that you aren’t using currently? Is there a need within the church that you 
could meet with your gifts? Is there a way you want to use a gift but aren’t sure where to 
start? Is there a group of people that isn’t getting served that you want to serve? Pray for 
guidance; come talk to one of the pastors about it; let’s build each other up for the 
common good.
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study: Jonah 3:5-4:4
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Monday Service During the Summer
Summer vacations, family reunions, weddings, and other summer events can keep you away 
from home on Sunday. But you don’t have to miss worship. On the Mondays between Memorial 
Day and Labor Day (June 5-August 28), we will have an evening worship service. This is repeat 
of the Sunday service and will held at 6:00 pm. Hope you will join us.

Worship While Out of Town
If you prefer to keep your habit on worshipping on Sunday, even when you are out of town, the 
WELS website can help you locate a WELS or ELS church near where you are staying. Just visit, 
WELS.net and look for “Find a Church/School” at the very top of the page. Enter the city or 
address where you will be staying, and you will get a list of results in order by distance from 
your location. Click on the name of the church to get their address and worship service times.

Put on the Full Armor of God June 1 | 6:30 PM

This school year, St. Paul’s School students learned how God equips us for the battle that the 
devil wages against us. Come “put on the full armor of God” with them this Thursday at the 
School Closing Service. Pray with us that all of our students will “be strong in the Lord” whether 
we are at home or traveling this summer.

Quiet Bag Volunteer Needed
We are looking for someone to take over the Quiet Bag Ministry. The Quiet Bags keep young 
children busy and hopefully quiet during the worship service. A volunteer refreshes the bag on 
a regular basis, ensuring items like crayons are replenished and books and toys are rotated so 
there are new item to keep children engaged. If this volunteer opportunity interests you, please 
contact Judy Anderson at 715-423-5922 or 5janderson@charter.net.

Summer Office Hours
The church/school office will be closed on May 29 for Memorial Day. Beginning June 5, the 
office will only be open from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm on Monday-Friday. To contact a pastor 
outside of office hours, please use the cell phone numbers listed on the back of the bulletin.
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Event for Young Singles June 11

Young adults are invited to attend an evening of Christian encouragement as Hannah 
Schermerhorn, author of A Single Life to Live, unpacks some wisdom God has given her during her 
journey through singleness. The event will be held at The Bridge MKE in Milwaukee. Registration 
in free. More details, including how to participate online, can be found at AwakeAlive.com. 

Openings at Overnight Sports Camps
Luther Preparatory School in Watertown, WI still has spots available for their overnight sports 
camps in July. These camps are for children in grades 5-9. Options include Girls Volleyball, Boys 
Wrestling, Girls Basketball, and Boys Basketball.  For more details and to sign up, visit 
www.lps.wels.net/apps/pages/summer_camps.

What Are Your Plans after Graduation?
As graduation approaches, we would appreciate you reaching out to us with information on your 
future plans. Are you going into the military, starting a job, or furthering their education?  Will 
you be living at home for a time or moving out of town? This information will help us continue 
to minister you during this time of transition. You can call or email the church office, or contact 
Stephanie Derringer at 715-459-1926, with your information.

Save the Date: 2024 Worship Conference 
The National Conference on Worship, Music and the Arts will be held July 30-Aug. 2, 2024 in 
Kenosha, WI. This conference is not just for pastors and musicians; every break-out session will 
include topics of general interest to laypeople. The conference is normally held every three 
years, however because of the pandemic, a conference has not been held 2017. Over 1,000 people 
are expected to attend. Learn more, search for WELS National Worship Conference.

Take Me Out to the Ballgame!
The Men's Club of St. Peter Lutheran Church in Schofield is hoping to secure a bus for WELS 
Night at American Family Field on Friday, July 7 to watch the Brewers take on the Cincinnati 
Reds. Fifty people are needed to fill a bus with the cost will being about $65 for the bus and 
ticket. If you are interested in joining the trip, please contact St. Peter at 715-359-2829 by June 1 
or email club secretary Mark Frailing at mfrail2004@yahoo.com. Please provide your name, a 
contact number, church, and number of tickets that would be needed. 

No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:3b
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Calendar May 28-June 5

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship
 

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center

 
Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:30 PM School Closing Service & Graduation 

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship

Monday 6:00 PM Worship
   

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  264
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 817,172
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 735,109

Upcoming Events
May 28 ~ Office Closed
June 2 ~ St. Paul’s Last Day of School 
June 5 ~ Monday Night Worship begins JUNE 16-18

In Wautoma, WI

www.CampPhillip.com
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


