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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

May 26, 2024 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
No Christian teaching demonstrates that we have a top-down faith 
more than the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. Scripture teaches that 
there is only one God. Yet that God exists as three distinct persons: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Incomprehensible! It is the type of 
teaching about which the psalmist declares, “Such knowledge is too 
wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain” (Psalm 139:6). We 
believe in the Triune God without fully comprehending his 
existence, simply because the Spirit has given us the gift of faith. Our 
belief in the triune God came from the top down. 

Not only is the concept of the Trinity itself something unique to the Christian faith, but what 
the triune God does for us and offers us is also completely unique. Our triune God invites us 
into the blessed relationship that is part of his very nature. The members of the Trinity share 
with us an intimacy that they have enjoyed with each other from eternity. Our triune God makes 
us not servants or subjects but blessed members of his family. 

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Lucas Proeber; Accompanist Kristi Perry; Bob Hafermann Jr. & Kristi Perry   
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The Service: Setting Four 
 
Welcome 
 

Hymn 917 God Himself Is Present 
 
Stand 

 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: © 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Glory to God in the Highest 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renewing all creation by 
your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace through our Lord Jesus Christ, in mercy 
cleanse our hearts and lips that, free from doubt and fear, we may ever worship you, one true, 
immortal God, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, living and reigning, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 6:1–8 

When the Triune God revealed himself to Isaiah, the prophet was filled with fear; however, that 
same Triune God intervened and removed Isaiah’s guilt. 

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and exalted, 
and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each one had six 
wings. With two they covered their faces. With two they covered their feet. With two they 
flew. 3 One called to another and said, 

Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of Armies! 
The whole earth is full of his glory! 
4 The foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of the one who called, and the 

temple was filled with smoke. 
5 Then I said, “I am doomed! I am ruined, because I am a man with unclean lips, and I 

dwell among a people with unclean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 
Armies!” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, carrying a glowing coal in his hand, which he had 
taken from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my mouth with the coal and said, “Look, this has 
touched your lips, so your guilt is taken away, and your sin is forgiven.” 

8 Then I heard the Lord’s voice, saying, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?” 
Then I said, “Here I am. Send me!” (EHV) 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day 150B Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

Praise God in his sanctu- / ary; 
   praise him in his mighty / heavens. 
Praise him for his acts of / power; 
   praise him for his surpassing / greatness.    Refrain 
 

Praise him with the sounding of the / trumpet, 
   praise him with the / harp and lyre, 
praise him with timbrel and / dancing, 
   praise him with the / strings and pipe, 
praise him with the clash of / cymbals, 
   praise him with resounding / cymbals.    Refrain 
 

Let everything that has breath / praise the LORD.  
   Praise / the LORD. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever.  / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Walter L. Pelz. Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Tune: © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Second Reading Romans 8:12–17 

The work of the Triune God makes us children of God now and for all eternity. 
12 So then, brothers, we do not owe it to the sinful flesh to live in harmony with it. 13 For if 

you live in harmony with the sinful flesh, you are going to die. But if by the Spirit you put to 
death the actions of the body, you will live. 

14 Indeed, those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive 
a spirit of slavery so that you are afraid again, but you received the Spirit of adoption by 
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whom we call out, “Abba, Father!” 16 The Spirit himself joins our spirit in testifying that we are 
God’s children. 

17 Now if we are children, we are also heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, since 
we suffer with him, so that we may also be glorified with him. (EHV) 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 6:3 

 
Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Al / - mighty; 
the whole earth is full of his / glory.  Refrain 

Tune: © 2002, 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Gospel John 3:1–17 

The work of the Triune God brings salvation, new birth, and eternal life. 
1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling 

council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God, for no one can do these miraculous signs you are doing unless God is 
with him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born from above, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” 

4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a 
second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” 

5 Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God! 6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh. Whatever is born 
of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be surprised when I tell you that you must be born from 
above. 8 The wind blows where it pleases. You hear its sound, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

9 “How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus. 
10 “You are the teacher of Israel,” Jesus answered, “and you do not know these 

things? 11 Amen, Amen, I tell you: We speak what we know, and we testify about what we have 
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seen. But you people do not accept our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you 
do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into 
heaven, except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven. 

14 “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” (EHV) 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

Children’s Message 
 

Hymn of the Day 586 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest 
 

Sermon  Holy, Holy, Holy Is the Lord of Armies! 
 
Stand 

 

Athanasian Creed Spoken responsively 
Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Christian faith. 
Whoever does not keep this faith pure in all points will certainly perish forever. 
Now this is the true Christian faith: 
We worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity,  
 without mixing the persons or dividing the divine being. 
For each person—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—is distinct, 
 but the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory and coeternal in majesty. 
What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit. 
The Father is uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 
 the Father is infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 
  the Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal; 
 yet they are not three who are eternal, but there is one who is eternal, 

just as they are not three who are uncreated, nor three who are infinite, but there is one 
who is uncreated and one who is infinite. 

In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is almighty; 
 yet they are not three who are almighty, but there is one who is almighty. 
So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203&version=NIV
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yet they are not three Gods, but one God. 
So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 
 yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord. 
For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person individually to be God 

and Lord, so the true Christian faith forbids us to speak of three Gods or three Lords. 
The Father is neither made nor created nor begotten of anyone. 
The Son is neither made nor created, but is begotten of the Father alone. 
The Holy Spirit is neither made nor created nor begotten,  
 but proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons;  
 one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 
And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater or inferior; 

but all three persons are coequal and coeternal, so that in every way, as stated 
before, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped.  

Whoever wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the Trinity. 
 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Triune God, you are the one eternal God, whose name we praise forever. We would not have 
known you if you had not revealed yourself to us as three persons, yet one God. Remove from 
us all doubt and grant us humble faith as we contemplate this high and holy mystery. 
Enlighten and empower us to worship you as the triune God, the holy Trinity.  
  

God our Father, whatever good is in us, whatever good things we have, and whatever good we 
do comes from you alone. In you we live and move and have our being. 
Open our eyes to see the gifts you provide every day out of your own love and care. 
  

Lord Jesus, you came into our world to make the Father known to us. You joined yourself to us 
by taking on our humanity and brought us back to God by shedding your blood. In love you 
walked the way of suffering and carried the wrath of God that we deserved because of our sins. 
Help us believe that all you did and all you endured you did to rescue us and set us free. 
In the bright new hope of your resurrection teach us to offer our lives in praise to God 
and love to our neighbor. 
 

Creator Spirit, you breathed into us new life by the power of the gospel, opened our eyes to see 
the light of your grace, and filled our minds with the clear sound of your voice.  Through Word 
and sacrament lead us to understand more completely how broad and deep and high is the 
love of God in Christ Jesus. Firm up our resolve to do battle with Satan and sin. 
In every weakness be our strength, that we may show ourselves to be God’s children: 
faithful in prayer, constant in hope, and fervent in love. 
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Special prayers and intercessions 

 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 

  

Holy Trinity, you are the God of glory, the God of grace, and the God of all comfort. 
We praise your name—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—now and forever. Amen. 

 

Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 

 
Musical Offering 
 
Hymn 480 Sing Praise to Our Creator 

Please join to sing beginning with the second verse. 

 
Stand 
 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

  

Special Prayers This Week 
† For Ashley Johnson to receive freedom from hatred and curses  

† For Cleo Bradshaw, who need physical healing, and for her son, Elad, who is drifting from the 

faith 

† For end of school year and graduates 

† For safety for those traveling this Memorial Day 

†  
†   
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 483 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty 

 
Foundations Class on Sundays 

9:15-10:15 AM 
in the cafeteria 

Classes begin June 2 

Not a member of our church? Whether you are interested in being a part of 
our church family, or just want to learn what the Bible teaches, the Foundations 
of the Christian Faith course is for you. At the end of the course, you will have 
a good overview of the Christian faith and be prepared to consider church 
membership.   

Long-time members:  This series is a good refresher of basic Bible teachings, 
but it also offers lots material in the appendices that may be new to you. This 
course will be the summer topic for our Sunday Bible Study. 
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Take Home Questions 
  
1.    The Athanasian Creed rightly emphasizes the equality that the Triune God has within 

himself—none of the persons mix or divide. At the same time, there are some ways in 
which the three persons are distinct in their “duties;” ponder/discuss some of those 
differences. Hint: think about what we confess in the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds. 

 
 
 
 
2.    John 3:16 is not necessarily a “go-to” passage for explaining the Trinity. Examine the verse 

and identify where each person of the Trinity (or his work) is highlighted. 
 
 
 
 
3.    Isaiah 6:3 is not the only place the ancient “Sanctus” is heard. Look at Revelation 4:8. From 

that verse, what added information do we get about the heavenly song? What does that 
mean when we sing the same words in the communion liturgy? 

 
 
 
 
4.    It has been said: “Worship is experienced best when all five senses are utilized.” Identify 

how Isaiah might have experienced worship this way in Isaiah 6. In what ways are all five 
senses engaged in our worship services? Are there ways that we could improve and still 
avoid distraction? 

 
 
 
 
5.    The sermon touched about the sameness of the world and the uniqueness of God. How is 

the existence and work of the Triune God so different from anything else we come into 
contact with? Perhaps a better question: what effect does the work of the Triune God have 
on us, especially when compared to the things of this world?   
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News & Announcements 

 
This Sunday’s Bible Study: 
As God’s Chosen People ~ 1 Peter  
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 

  
School Closing Service May 30 | 6:30 PM   

Join us in thanking God for the blessings of this school year. The School Closing Service will be 
held this Thursday at 6:30 pm, and everyone is invited.   

Sign Up for the Farewell Luncheon June 9 | 12:00 PM  

On Sunday, June 9, we will have a farewell luncheon for Pastor Proeber and his family. The 
church will provide the entrée with the congregation providing the salads and desserts. The 
choice of entrées are chicken, hamburger, brat, and hotdog. Please sign up at the Ministry Table, 
so we know how much of each time to prepare.   

Changes to Northland Scrip   

Our Northland Scrip stock supply has changed. Misty’s Menu is no longer available, but we have 
added Home Depot, Marshall’s/TJ Maxx, Papa Murphy’s, Arby’s, and Dairy Queen. These are 
now all available to be purchased at the scrip table on Sunday mornings or from the office during 
the week. See the scrip table for more information. 

Summer Worship Schedule   

With the pastoral vacancy, our summer schedule will be a little different from other years.  Our 
Monday evening service will only be held once a month. This service will be on the Monday 
following the first Sunday of the month and will be a repeat of the Sunday service. We always 
have communion on the first Sunday of the month, so this will allow the evening worshippers 
to particpate in the Lord’s Supper.  Our first evening service will be on June 3 at 6:30 pm. 
For information on other changes taking place because of the vacancy, please see the monthly 
newsletter. 

Groceries Still Needed   

Our in-house food shelf continues to need all types of non-perishable foods products. Next time 
you are at the store, please consider grabbing a couple of items for our food shelf.   

  



15 

Calendar May 26-June 2 

 
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Worship  
         
Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
 6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center   
   
Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service  
 5:30 PM Handbell Practice in the balcony 
  
Thursday  7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 6:30 PM School Closing Service & Graduation 
 
Friday 11:30 am School Picnic  
  
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Foundation of the Christian Faith in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Worship  
 
Monday 6:30 pm Worship 

 
Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance: 203 

 

Next Sunday 
Theme: A Top-Down Faith Receives Rest as a Gift 
Readings: Deuteronomy 5:12-15; Colossians 2:13-17; Mark 2:23–3:6  

 

Upcoming Events 

May 30 School Closing Service & Graduation 
May 31  Last Day of School 
June 3 Evening Worship Service 
June 9  Called Workers Farewell  
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