
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!
 

THE SON OF MAN ASCENDS AND REIGNS FOR US!

The Ascension of Our Lord
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

May 26, 2019

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 
find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Jesus has fulfilled everything that is written about him. There’s still one more thing that 
needs to happen, though—he needs to come back. And in order to come back, he needed 
to leave. Today, we celebrate and praise the Christ who is not only risen, but also 
ascended to his rightful throne of glory. From there he watches over us and guides us 
through life as we witness his glory and proclaim his story.

The liturgical color1 this Sunday is White as a reminder of the glorious realms into which 
Jesus has ascended. Note that many things in Revelation are described as white to denote 
their purity from sin.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (NIV84) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION . 
NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal.  Morning Praise. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, 
revised by Kermit G. Moldenhauer. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.



3

MORNING PRAISE
Morning Praise is based on the historic service called Matins. Joined to Christ, our Risen Lord, we glorify 
God as we rise to the activities of this new day 

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing |CW 171

Please stand.
OPENING SENTENCES (sung) CW p. 45
M: ♫ O Lord, open my lips.

M: ♫ Hasten to save me, O God.

M: ♫ The Lord is risen: let us worship him. 

OH, COME; LET US SING TO THE LORD - CW p.46

This hymn ends by praising the 
Trinity, thus beginning our 

worship with a reminder of who 
exactly we are worshipping.

This song of praise, based on 
Psalm 95, has been sung 
since the ninth century.



4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:    Let us pray.

Lord, Jesus, King of glory, you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right 
hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray but grant us the Spirit of 
truth that at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all 
the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirt, one God now 
and forever. 

C: Amen.
Please be seated.
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The Word
FIRST LESSON Acts 1:1-11
We are witnesses to the ends of the earth.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 47|CW p.85

SECOND LESSON Revelation 19:11-16
The Holy Spirit helps us witness Jesus in all his heavenly glory.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
M: Surely I will be with you always,
C: to the very end of the age. Alleluia.

Please stand.
GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53

We are witnesses of the ascended Lord

After the Gospel, the announcement is made:

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.

These words of Jesus close out 
Matthew’s Gospel, giving us 
reason to believe they were 

part of the conversation Jesus 
had with his disciples just 

before ascending into heaven.
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HYMN Christ High-Ascended | CW 558

SERMON  - We Can Be Glad Jesus Left!                         

RESPONSE We Praise You, O God

Notice how this song is basically 
derived from the Apostles’ Creed.
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Be seated. 
THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide 
church body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to 
participate.  We ask that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship 
Register which will be passed out during the offering.  

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It 
will connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING 

Please stand.
LORD, HAVE MERCY CW p.50
M: ♫ In the morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord Jesus, great champion of our salvation, we praise you for ascending to 

heaven after your stunning victory over sin, Satan, and the grave.  We praise 
you for completing your Father’s rescue plan and for receiving from him all 
authority in heaven and on earth.  

C: Assure us each day that because you live and reign, our sins are forgiven, 
life is worth living, and death holds no terrors.

M: Lord Jesus, living head of the Church, we praise you for gathering us around 
your good news to be joined to you and united with one another. We praise 
you for the many dedicated servants of the Word who proclaim repentance 
and forgiveness of sins to people from all nations, also to us.  Equip us to be 
instruments of your peace in our time and place. 
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C: Open our mouths to speak your good news, and change our lives so that we 
reflect the beauty of the teachings of God our Savior in everything we do.

M: Lord Jesus, mighty judge of the universe, we praise you for your promise that 
you will return to our world, not as a humble servant but in full majesty, to 
take us to live with you. We praise you for the certainty of your promises and 
the justice of your judgement. Prepare us for the day when you will come 
again; give us hearts that trust you more fully, hands eager to serve, ears 
open to the music of your gospel, and lips to speak the truth in love.   

C: Keep us devoted to our common tasks in this life, yet keep our minds on 
things above, where our life is hidden with you, so that when you appear, 
we too will appear with you in glory.
Special prayer and intercession

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent Prayer

M: Lord Jesus, hear us, for you have ascended to intercede before the Father for 
us. 

C:  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

HYMN On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build | CW 173

PRAYER FOR GRACE
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us 

safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day 
we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us 
to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen.



10

M: ♫ Let us praise the Lord. CW p.51

BLESSING
M: ♫ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ

And the love of God
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

CLOSING HYMN The Head that Once Was Crowned | CW 217

WELS CONNECTION – Christian Aid & Relief

The service ends the same way 
it began: with the blessing of 

and in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1.  Compare and contrast the Gospel account of the Ascension in Luke 24 and Luke’s 
other account of the Ascension in Acts 1. What things are the same? What details are 
different? Why do you suppose there are some similarities and other things that are 
different?

2. The cloud is a significant symbol throughout the Bible. Look up the following: 
Exodus 40:34-38; 1 Kings 8:10-13; Luke 9:34-36; Mark 13:26. What always 
accompanies the clouds? Why is that significant?

3. There is obviously a lot of imagery in Revelation 19:11-16. In all of the different 
pictures and names, what truth is God showing and apostle John and us in this 
picture? How does that relate to Christ’s ascension?

4. Being glad Jesus left can have a weird ring to it at first. But, what about Jesus’ 
departure brings you the most joy in your daily life? How can you specifically show 
that joy in a way you haven’t shown it before?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
Using Thanksgiving and Confession As You Study the Bible 

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

MISSIONARIES FROM INDIA AT ST. PAUL’S May 29 | 9:00 a.m.

Missionaries Mark and Sue Riecke will be sharing information about their work to spread 
the Gospel in India on Wednesday, May 29.  The presentation will be in the sanctuary at 
9:00 a.m.  This will take the place of the school chapel service on that day.  All are welcome 
to attend.

PLANS FOR THE NEW FISCAL YEAR June 9 | 9:15 a.m.

A voters’ meeting is scheduled for Sunday, June 9 at 9:15 a.m. to approve the 2019-2020 
ministry plan and budget. Please plan to attend.  

A NEW TEACHER 

Praise God! He has sent us a graduate from Martin Luther College to teach in our school. 
Miss Josie Avery was assigned to us last week. She will join our staff in July. For more 
information, please see our monthly newsletter.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SPLASH PARTY! June 15 | 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Our Children's Outreach Splash Party is on Saturday, June 15th. We hope to see you there 
with your children, grandchildren, friends and neighbors! We are in need of volunteers 
as listed on the Volunteer Boards in the Welcome Center. Please check out the volunteer 
boards and let us know how you can help make this event a success.

SUMMER WORSHIP OPTIONS

If you are planning an out-of-town trip this summer, don’t miss worship. You can join us 
live on facebook or our website. If you are back in town on Monday, you can come to our 
service that evening at 6:30 p.m.  The services are also shown on public access TV on 
Wednesday 3:00 p.m. and the following Sunday at 6:00 p.m.  WELS.net can also help you 
find a WELS or ELS church near your vacation spot.  Just tap on, Find a Church and enter 
the nearby town.
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IS YOUR BABY BOTTLE FULL?

On Mother’s Day, members picked up a baby bottle to collect change for a fundraiser for 
Frist Choice Pregnancy Resource Center.  Some members have already filled their bottles! 
If you are one of them, you can place it in one of the white empty crates near the baby 
cradle in the Welcome Center. If not, keep adding change, and bring your bottle back to 
church by Sunday, June 9.

A great big thank you goes out to St. Paul’s school children who helped raise $1,350 for 
First Choice.  The students will be celebrating the gift of life on May 30th with an ice cream 
party as recognition of their outstanding efforts to help individual families with much 
needed supplies for their babies.  

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP YET? June 5-8 & 12-15

LifeTouch photographers will be here in just 10 days to take photos for our new church 
directory. If you haven’t scheduled your appointment yet, please do so. There are no fees, 
and you will receive a FREE 8X10 print as well as a church directory. You can schedule 
your session online; look for the link on our website. You can also call the church office, 
and we will add you to the online schedule.

LIVE GENEROUSLY June 9 | 11:45 a.m.

Learn how Thrivent can help you meet your financial goals while living more generously! 
Matt Casper with Thrivent Financial will share opportunities we have through Thrivent 
to make a lasting impact in our families, church and community. Learn about the benefits 
of Thrivent membership and how to use them to benefit the Church. The presentation 
should last about 30 minutes. Refreshments will be provided!

ATTENTION: ST. PAUL’S SCRIP USERS

No St. Paul’s Scrip orders will be taken on Sundays, June 30 & July 7.  Please plan ahead. 
Some stock will be available from the church office. You can also use ScripNow & 
PrestoPay during this time. Contact Deb DeWilde for more information: 
stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com.

CONFIRMATION BOOKLETS

Free booklet containing essays written by our teen confirmands are available on the 
Ministry Table.
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FOOD SHELF RUNNING LOW

Spring always hits low income families hard.  The high heating bills they have been 
putting off paying are now due with the threat of utilities being shut off. That means more 
people seeking help with groceries. The stores in our in-house food shelf are low. We need 
all items.  You can drop off donations of non-perishable food items in the church office or 
in the bin across from the mail slots.  Anything in excess of what we can use, will be passed 
on to the local food pantry.

SERVE AT THE FOOD PANTRY June 17-22

St. Paul’s will be serving at the local food pantry (SWEPS) the week of June 17-22.  
Volunteers are needed on Tuesday from 4:00-7:00 p.m. and on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday & Friday from noon-4:00 p.m.  We will be packing groceries for food pantry 
clients.  If you would like to help, please contact Judy Anderson at 715-423-5922 or 
5JAnderson@charter.net.

SCOOPIE FOR PLAYGROUND BALLS

Now that it is nice out, the need for playground balls has increased.  If any of you have 
extra Scoopie tokens which are included with Culvers Kids’ meals that you would like to 
donate to school, we will use them to get additional playground balls.  You can bring the 
tokens to the office.  

SHOP AMAZON SMILE

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support St. Paul’s every time you 
shop, at no cost to you. Smile.amazon.com has the exact same prices and selection as 
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to 
St. Paul’s. Simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser, and use the same 
account as Amazon.com. On your first visit, you need to select St. Paul’s to receive 
donations. Amazon will remember your selection, so every eligible purchase you make 
at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.

you will be my witnesses



15

CALENDAR        May 26-June 2

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship                               

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM Missionary Presentation

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:00 PM Closing School Service

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT  
Last week’s attendance:  352      
Year-to-date average attendance: 254

From July 1, 2018 to May 17, 2019
Actual gifts to ministry:          $ 886,643     
Actual cost of ministry:           $ 898,892    
Mortgage Balance                  $ 1,522,990

UPCOMING EVENTS
June 5-15 Church Directory Photos
June 9 Voters’ Meeting
June 9 Thrivent Presentation
June 15          Summer Splash Party
June 16          Father’s Day



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634  |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org

www.stpaulswr.org


