
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

HE LIVES AND CALLS ME TO LIVE FOR HIM
The Sixth Sunday of Easter
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

May 14, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
 “The LORD God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree 
in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die’” (Genesis 2:16,17). 
In giving that command, God showed love to man by making it clear that 
it is lethal to live contrary to God’s will. In giving that command, God 

provided man with the ability to demonstrate love for God—through obedience. True love 
involves obedience. Jesus did not simply say he loved his heavenly Father. He proved it by 
obeying his Father, even when that obedience meant dying on a cross for our sake. 

Love for God who lives in us leads us to a life of obedience. The God who lives in us calls us to 
live for him. It is as simple as that. Love for our risen Lord means obedience to his commands

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Lucas Proeber; Organist Sue Kulhanek
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The Service: Setting Two
Setting Two begins on page 172 of the hymnal

Welcome

Hymn 539 O Lord, My Rock and My Redeemer
Please join to sing the third verse.

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174

Tune: Marty Haugen.  © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176
As a way to reintroduce this setting, please sing the refrain. The pastor/song leader will sing the verses.

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.    Refrain

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.    Refrain

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, to 
long for what is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to your glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Acts 17:22–31
Living as the offspring of the one true God means living in repentance and obedience.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn of the Day 557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice sts. 1–5

Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13–22
God first called us to live for him in the waters of Baptism. The certain promise of salvation leads 
us to daily live for God, even when suffering comes our way.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation John 14:15,16

Pastor sings:
If you love me, keep / my commands.
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to / help you.

Refrain
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel John 14:15–21
Jesus promises to send his Holy Spirit, who gives us the power to live for God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice sts. 6–10

Sermon What are You Apologizing For?

Stand
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church For Mothers Day
Eternal God, you created man and woman and brought them together in marriage. You 
enabled them to be fruitful and increase in number and so you established the family. Help us 
to see in your creating wisdom your love for parents and children.
Thank you for mothers and fathers and for all the blessings you bring to our homes.

Today we remember the mothers who loved us even before we were born, who endured the 
trauma of childbirth, and who cared for us when we could not care for ourselves. On this and 
every day cause us to recall the hours they spent and the sacrifices they made so that we could 
be content as we grew up.
Lead us to express our thanks and return the love our mothers showed to us. 
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We cannot thank you enough for mothers and fathers, too, who brought us to baptism, shared 
simple prayers at mealtime, and taught us Bible stories at bedtime. Forgive us for resenting 
their correction and ignoring their guidance as they desired to keep us close to Christ.
Never let us forget the Christian training they gave to us. 

We remember with compassion the mothers who were not always able to reflect your love in 
our lives. Help us understand the pressures they carried and the sadness they experienced. 
Take away unhappy memories and rid us of resentment.
Lead us to forgive them as you have forgiven us. 

We confess our failures to treat our parents with love. For the disobedience of childhood, the 
flare-ups of youth, the overconfidence of adulthood, and for all the words spoken in haste and 
to hurt, we ask you and our parents for pardon. 
Give us courage to make up for past sins when we can.

As their minds and bodies age, help us support our parents as well as we can. Give us patience 
to accept their struggles for independence and strength to deal with their weaknesses. Enable 
us to keep them mindful of Jesus and his promises of a perfect life in heaven.
As they brought us to your Word, so lead us to keep them close to your Word. 

Keep in your care all the mothers of our world. Comfort mothers who have been separated 
from their children. Give strength to mothers who care for children who are sick or troubled. 
Encourage mothers in societies where mothering is disrespected or discouraged. We pray 
especially for those who long to be mothers but have not been so blessed. 
We pray for you to preserve and protect the blessed task of motherhood. 

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Special Prayers This Week
† Margaret Jackson has been placed on hospice care. 
† Graduate assignment update
†  
†
†  
†  
†   

 

 

†
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So many women have influenced our lives. Lead us to think about their wisdom, compassion, 
patience, and encouragement and give us opportunities to say thank you when we can. Help 
us imitate their care for us as we work and play with children and young adults. 
Strengthen us to love others as Jesus loved us. Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like 
an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

WELS Connection Leadership Conference 

Hymn 606 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

Stand
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.
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Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Remain standing

Hymn 617 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Put the Sermon into Practice
Think of someone in your life who doesn't know (or knows but doesn't believe) the 
gospel of Jesus. Write down the thoughts you want to share with them about what 
the Bible says, keeping in mind the encouragements from 1 Peter 3 and the example 
from Acts 17. After you've written down your thoughts, pray for God's blessing on 
your words. Then follow up with that person--you could send the paper or email as 
is and ask them to get in touch; you could call them and share your thoughts; you 
could meet up for coffee and let them know that Jesus loves them.
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Take Home Questions

1. "If you love me, hold on to my commands" sounds like a pretty rigid way to live. However, 
what "new" command had Jesus just given his disciples in John 13:34?

a. True or false and explain using John 14:15-21: when a Christian lives in love, he keeps all 
the other commands of God.

b. True or false and explain using John 14:15-21: a Christian who does not remember 
Christ's love for him will struggle to love other people.

2. Throughout Paul's interactions with the people of Athens, there are a number of details 
that can help us feel equipped to share the gospel at any moment:

a. When Paul walked around the city, he looked at the objects of worship to learn more 
about the people and their spiritual life. How can you do the same in your life?

b. In verse 23, Paul says he will proclaim to them what they otherwise did not know. 
What are some things in our current day that people might be uncertain about that we 
could proclaim to them? 

c. In verse 28, Paul quotes a pagan poet to help prove his point. What does that tell us 
about witnessing?

d. In verse 31, Paul reaches the high point. What (or who) should always be the main 
focus and high point of every interaction we share concerning our faith?

3. The inclusion of Noah's ark in the middle of 1 Peter 3 might seem strange at first. But think 
more deeply about how the waters of the flood correspond to the waters of baptism. In 
each case...

a. ...what is drowned?

b. ...what is raised up (or saved)?

c. ...who is the one doing the saving?
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study: Jonah 2:5-10
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Celebrate the Ascension of Our Lord  

This Thursday, May 18 at 6:00 pm, we will celebrate the Ascension of our Lord. 
Why celebrate this on a Thursday? Because that is when the Bible says Jesus 
ascended—forty days after the resurrection (Acts 1:3). Pastor Dan Naumann, 
who serves at Trinity in Marshfield, will be our guest preacher. And, choir 
members from other congregations will join ours to sing during the service.

Come to St. Paul’s Moms Group May 20 | 10:00 AM

Get to know some of the other moms in our church. The Moms Group is meeting at the St. 
Vincent playground (820 13th St S) on Saturday. If it rains, the group will meet in St. Paul’s gym.

A Photo for Mom
If you have a whole family here for Mother’s Day, why not take a family photo to commemorate 
the day? Someone from your church family would be happy to snap a photo with your phone. 
While you are at it, email the photo to the church so we can update our church directory.

Christian Cards Available for Spring Events
St. Paul’s Bookstore sells greeting cards for confirmation, graduation, and weddings as well as 
get well, birthday, sympathy, new baby and other cards. Single cards cost just 50 cents. Boxed 
set are also available. The card display is located along the west wall of the Welcome Center. 
(Additional boxed sets can be found in the Resource Center.) Just drop your payment in the 
black cash box on display table. 

Now Enrolling
St. Paul’s Lutheran School still has openings in many grades for fall 2023. 
Our school runs from 3K to 8th grade and offers before- and after-school 
care. Financial assistance is available for those who qualify. To learn 
more, visit StPaulsWR.org/school or call 715-421-3634 to schedule a tour.
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Awake and Alive Summer Event June 11

Young adults are invited for an evening of Christian encouragement from 
Hannah Schermerhorn, author of A Single Life to Live. Hannah will unpack some 
of the wisdom God has given her on her journey through singleness such as: 
"Stop waiting for your life to begin and thrive where God has you today." Attend 
in-person at The Bridge MKE in Milwaukee or online! Registration in free. More 
information can be found at AwakeAlive.com. 

What Are Your Plans after Graduation?
As graduation approaches, we would appreciate you reaching out to us with information on your 
future plans. Are you going into the military, starting a job, or furthering their education?  Will 
you be living at home for a time or moving out of town? This information will help us continue 
to minister you during this time of transition. You can call or email the church office, or contact 
Stephanie Derringer at 715-459-1926, with your information.

Spring Pops Concert May 19 | 7:00 PM

Several students from St. Paul’s Lutheran School will be part of a joint grade school band playing 
in the Spring Pops Concert at Northland Lutheran High School this Friday.

Do You Enjoy Cooking?
Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) needs volunteer cooks for next school 
year! Could you make a simple school lunch once a month? Your costs would be 
reimbursed up to $3/meal. Groups are welcome. If you can cook for our high 
school, please contact NLHS at 715-359-3400 or NLHSoffice@NLHS.org.

BORAM Now Available
The Book of Reports and Memorials (BORAM) gives you a full picture of the synod’s work. It 
contains reports from all synodical entities, describing the synod’s activities during the past year 
and providing information about current efforts and future plans. It also contains the formal 
petitions, called “memorials,” to the synod convention which meets at the end of July. If you 
would like to read the BORAM, go WELS.net and look for BORAM under the “About WELS” 
tab. The page also contains extra information not found in the book.

New Bleachers for NLHS
It is time to replace the bleachers at Northland Lutheran High School. New bleachers will 
improve comfort and safety for visitors while seating 348 people. Can you donate the cost of one 
seat? It works out to $150. If so, contact NLHS at nlhsoffice@nlhs.org or (715) 359-3400.
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Bring in Your Coke Codes by the End of June
Coca-Cola is discontinuing their Coca Cola Give program. Please donate your 
product codes by June 30. Product codes can be found under bottle caps and inside 
fridge packs. The codes translate into cash for our school. Thank you for your 
donations!

Earn Tuition While You Shop 
Scrip is gift cards/e-cards that you purchase from the school. You receive the full value of the 
card, plus the school receives a rebate back on your purchase. You can designate that the rebate 
go towards either your child’s tuition or the operating expenses of the school. Last month, St. 
Paul’s scrip users earned $273.12 in tuition and $385.35 for the general school fund. To learn 
more, visit StPaulsWR.org/scrip.

Are You Interested in WELS History? 
The History of Grace Lutheran Church, Milwaukee on its 175th anniversary – This church 
was founded in 1849. Learn how the church and its pastor, Johannes Muelhaeuser, hold an 
important place in our synod’s founding. This presentation will be held on Sunday, June 11, at 
2:00 pm at Grace Lutheran Church, 1209 N Broadway, Milwaukee, WI. You can attend in person 
or watch online. 

West Granville Cemetery Tour - This cemetery is one of the oldest cemeteries in Milwaukee 
County, with the first burial taking place in 1844. Jim Moeller will conduct a tour of the cemetery 
on Saturday, June 17 at 9:30 am. Meet at the main cemetery entrance, 6815 N 107th St., which is 
one block south of the intersection of 107 St. and Fond du Lac Ave. Parking is available across 
the street at the historic Salem Landmark Church.

For more information about either of these events, please visit WELSHistoricalInstitute.org.

Historical Photos Needed - The WELS Archives is looking for historical photos from WELS 
congregations, schools, and individuals to use in potential upcoming publications for the 
synod’s 175th anniversary. Photos of churches, schools, congregational groups and gatherings, 
and ministry activities and events are especially desired. Submit high-resolution photos at 
wels.net/175-photos. 

Upcoming Events
May 18 ~ Ascension Day Service 
May 21 ~ Confirmation Sunday
May 27 ~ NLHS Graduation
May 28 ~ Day of Pentecost
June 1 ~ School Closing Service
June 2 ~ St. Paul’s Last Day of School

ALWAYS BE PREPARED 
to give an answer 

to everyone who asks you 
to give a reason 

for the hope that is in you.
1 Peter 3:15
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Calendar May 14-21

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship
2:00 PM Coed Volleyball in the gym

 
Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice in the balcony 

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Leadership Council in the Resource Center

 
Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service

5:30 PM Confirmation Banquet in the Welcome Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom

6:00 PM Ascension Day Service
June 1
Friday 7:00 PM Spring Concert at NLHS 

Saturday 10:00 AM St. Paul’s Moms Group at St. Vincent Playground

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship
   

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  251
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 799,408
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 700,114
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


