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THE EMPTY TOMB FILLS OUR LIVES  
WITH VICTORY OVER THIS WORLD 

Seventh Sunday of Easter

 

 

Who is the one 
who overcomes 

the world?  

Only the one who 
believes that Jesus 

is the Son of God. 

– 1 John 5:5 
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

May 12, 2024 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
This world is broken. Oh, certainly, we still see beauty in nature. By God’s grace, we have plenty 
of happy moments. But that does not change the fact that this world does not function the way 
God designed it to. It is dangerous, especially for God’s children. Jesus once promised that those 
who live for him will be hated (just as Christ was hated) by those who live for the world. The 
even greater danger: the priorities prompted by this broken world tempt the careless Christian 
to devalue that which truly matters. This world is very broken.  

For that reason, our gracious, living Lord promises that one day soon enough, he 
will take us to a better world. More, he promises that until that time, his Father 
will protect us, preserving our faith through the truth of his Word. This is the 
resurrection reality. By God’s grace, we will overcome this broken world. 

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Lucas Proeber; Accompanist Marilyn Foley   
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The Service: Setting Four 
 
Welcome 
 

Hymn 470 Like the Golden Sun Ascending 
 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

8:00 – Baptism of Reid Michael Pankratz CW 151 
Following the Rite, the Service continues with The Word on page 6 in the service folder. 

 
10:30 – Confession 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: © 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Glory to God in the Highest 
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at 
your right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and faith 
to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Acts 6:1–9, 7:2a, 51-60 

Even though it looked like a defeat, the Lord gave Stephen the ultimate victory over the world. 

1 In those days, as the number of disciples was increasing, a complaint arose from the 
Greek-speaking Jews against the Hebrew-speaking Jews, because their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 

2 So the Twelve called together the whole group of disciples and said, “It is not right for us 
to neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, carefully select from among 
you seven men with good reputations, who are full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom. We will put 
them in charge of this service. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the 
word.” 

5 This proposal pleased the entire group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the 
Holy Spirit, also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas, a proselyte from 
Antioch. 

6 They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 
7 The word of God kept on spreading, and the number of disciples in Jerusalem increased 

greatly. Also a large group of priests became obedient to the faith. 
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8 Now Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and miraculous signs 
among the people. 9 Some men who were from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen 
(Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia) rose up and disputed with Stephen. 

2a Stephen said, “Gentlemen, brothers and fathers, listen!  
51 “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You always resist the Holy 

Spirit! You are doing just what your fathers did. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not 
persecute? They killed those who prophesied the coming of the Righteous One, and now you 
have become his betrayers and murderers— 53 you who received the law as transmitted by 
angels, but did not keep it.” 

54 When they heard these things, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But 
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed up into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 He said, “Look, I see heaven opened, and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God.” 

57 But they screamed at the top of their voices, covered their ears, and rushed at him with 
one purpose in mind. 58 They threw him out of the city and stoned him. The witnesses laid 
their cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

59 While they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 60 Then 
he fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
After he said this, he fell asleep. (EHV®) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm of the Day 124C If God Had Not Been on Our Side 
 This is also hymn 866. Please turn there or use the screens to sing the Psalm. 

 

Second Reading 1 John 5:1–6 

The one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God overcomes everything in the world. 
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the God who has given birth also loves one who has been born of him. 2 This is how we 
know that we love the children of God: when we love God and keep his commands. 3 In fact, 
this is love for God: that we keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 
4 because everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has 
overcome the world: our faith. 5 Who is the one who overcomes the world? Only the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

6 This is the one who came by water and blood: Jesus Christ. He did not come by the water 
alone but by the water and by the blood. The Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit 
is the truth. (EHV®) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

Gospel Acclamation John 14:18 

 
I will not leave you as / orphans; 
I will / come to you.    Refrain 

Tune: © 2002, 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Gospel John 17:11b–19 

We have victory over the world through the power of the truth of God’s Word. 
11b “Holy Father, protect them by your name, which you gave me, so that they may be one 

as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept those you gave me safe in your name. I 
protected them and not one of them was destroyed, except the son of destruction, so that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled. 

13 “But now I am coming to you, and I am saying these things in the world, so that they may 
be filled with my joy. 14 I have given them your word. The world hated them, because they are 
not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I am not asking that you take them out of the 
world, but that you protect them from the Evil One. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am 
not of the world. 

17 “Sanctify them by the truth. Your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I also 
sent them into the world. 19 I sanctify myself for them, so they also may be sanctified by the 
truth.” (EHV®) 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

Children’s Message 

 
Hymn of the Day 446 Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense 

 
Sermon  God Provides Protection through Persecution 
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Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Father in heaven, you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus, to bring peace and hope to our fallen 
world. Already in eternity you planned to overturn the tyranny of Satan and the ravages of sin 
and you kept your promises to restore the perfection of paradise. 
Lead us to cherish your great mercy and hold to it as our priceless treasure.     
  

Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, we praise you for offering your perfect life and innocent death to 
redeem the world from death and hell. You proclaimed the good news that sins are forgiven 
and life with God is restored and you called your followers to share the gospel with all people. 
Make us bold and confident to be witnesses to family and friends we know and love.  
   

Holy Spirit, Lord, and giver of life, through Word and sacrament you create and strengthen 
faith that trusts the promise of the Father and the work of his Son. You break down the 
barriers of resistance and rejection and bring the lost into the family of God.  
Empower and encourage us to speak about Jesus to neighbors and acquaintances.  
  

Special prayers and intercessions 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, move us by your great love to enter the mission fields near our 
homes and neighborhoods. Help us always to be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have.  
Guide us, strengthen us, and bless us as we share the love of Jesus. Amen. 
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Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 

 
WELS Connection   Area Lutheran High Schools  

 
Hymn 892 By All Your Saints Still Striving sts. 1, 7, 3 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer Based on Psalm 124 

Lord, we praise you for rescuing us, averting accidents, sparing us from illness, and preserving 
our reputations against malicious accusers. Above all, we praise you for rescuing us from the 
accusations of Satan so that no sin can be charged against us. You defend your people, and we 
are grateful; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

  

Special Prayers This Week 
† Baptism of Reid Michael Pankratz, grandson of Todd & Kay Ferkey 

† For Todd & Kathy Wolf who are celebrating their 33rd wedding anniversary.   

† Larry Klish passed away. His funeral was on Saturday. 

†   

†  

†   

†   

†  
†   
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Hymn 717 What Is the World to Me 
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Take Home Questions 

1. Look through the three readings and the Prayers of the Day and of the Church as printed 
in the service folder (if you have a hymnal, feel free to browse the hymns and Psalm as 
well). As you do, what are the things that give us victory over the world? Note: Jesus is the 
clearest answer, but there are more specific answers you could provide. 
 
 

2. As you have time this week, set aside time to read all of Stephen's "sermon" in Acts 7 (it 
shouldn't take more than a few minutes). What stands out to you about the people he 
chooses to include? What in particular about that sermon made the Sanhedrin carry out 
the death penalty in the way they did? 
 
 

3. 1 John 5:3 - "And his commands are not burdensome..."  
a. Under what circumstances might we find the commands of God especially 

burdensome?  
 
 

b. Have you ever had a time in life when (honestly speaking) God's commands were not 
burdensome to you? If so, what was the difference?  
 

 
c. What details from the rest of the 1 John 5 reading might lead us to a less burdensome 

view of God's commands? 
 
 

4. The idea that God protects us by letting us suffer persecution sounds strange, especially to 
our sinful natures. However, what protection does God provide through persecution and 
hardship according to verses like 2 Corinthians 12:9-10? Are there other verses you could 
memorize or utilize to remind yourself that you are protected in the midst of troubling 
things? 
 
 

5. Acts 6:1-7 is a fascinating account that shows that it is good for churches to think about the 
physical needs of those within their membership. So important was it that they called and 
installed men to oversee the distribution! However, what must the focus of every church 
be, according to verses 4 and 7? What impact, if any, does that have on the ministry at St. 
Paul's? 
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News & Announcements 

 
Sunday’s Bible Study: 
As God’s Chosen People ~ 1 Peter  
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 

  
Did You Forget a Card?  

We have low-cost, Christian, Mother’s Day cards available in the Welcome Center. All cards are 
only 50 cents. You can place your payment in the black cash box on the nearby table, which has 
boxes of cards for purchase. 

Study the Psalms   

This Tuesday, the women’s bible study, Women Walking in the Word, will begin a study on 
Psalms 119-150.  The book of Psalms is sometimes called the songbook of the Bible, and many of 
these final psalms are songs of praise.  Take a closer look on Tuesdays from 9:45-11:00 am in the 
Resource Center.  

Farewell Events Scheduled May 31 & June 9  

Mr. Quint is retiring, Mr. & Mrs. Melso, Miss Avery, and Pastor Proeber have taken calls with 
other congregations. All of these transitions are happening at the end of June. We are thankful 
for the time that the Lord allowed them to minister among us. To allow the congregation and 
school families to say farewell, a couple of events have been set up. First, on the last day of 
school, May 31, school families will be able to share their well wishes during the school picnic at 
11:30 am. Second on June 9, our worship service will include a farewell for the called workers. A 
fellowship time will be held between the services to allow the congregation time to thank the 
teachers for their service.  Finally after the second service that day, a luncheon will be held to 
say farewell to Pastor Proeber and his family. Those planning to attend the luncheon should sign 
up at the Ministry Table indicating their choice of entrée (chicken, brat, hamburger, or hotdog) 
and what they will bring as a “dish to pass.”  

St. Paul’s Students in Concert May 17 | 7:00 pm 

Many of our grade school band students as well as some of our high school 
students will be performing in the Spring Pops Concert at Northland 
Lutheran School (NLHS) on Friday, May 17 at 7:00 pm.  A couple of our high 
school students will also be in the choir. The public is invited. NLHS is 
located in Kronenwetter, WI. 
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Technology Volunteers Needed   

With the loss of Larry Klish, we need more people to help with technology, 
especially during worship services. If you have any abilities with technology, 
we are asking that you to please volunteer. For worship services, you would 
serve in rotation with others. Help is needed for each worship service. 
Training and written instructions are available. If you can help, please stop 
in the balcony after worship or contact Chris Williams at 507-279-0167. 

Donate to the Food Pantry   

Over the last week, we have helped a couple more community members with groceries.  This 
has left our in-house food shelf with only boxes of pasta, cans of tuna, and a smattering of other 
items. Any grocery items you can donate would be appreciated. Providing for someone’s physical 
needs is great way to demonstrate the Savior’s love. Your donations can be dropped in the bin 
across from the mailslots.  

Reminder Regarding Confirmation 

Typically on a Sunday in mid-May St. Paul's has had a youth Confirmation Sunday. Because of 
the transition to Family Catechism as our youth Confirmation model, that service won't take 
place at this time. As youths complete their study in the Catechism with their parents, 
confirmations will take place throughout the year alongside any adult confirmations. If you have 
questions about this change or Family Catechism as a whole, please look back at the newsletter 
articles which explain this transition in detail. Those articles can be found in the following 
newsletters which are available on our website: September 2023, October 2023, November 2023, 
January 2024. If you still have questions, please contact Pastor Plagenz. 

School Entertainment Night May 23 | 6:30 pm   

Come for School Entertainment Night on Thursday, May 23 at 6:30 pm.  You will enjoy a fun 
evening as our K-8 students perform skits and music. The congregation is invited. 

Help Before or After School This Fall   

Do you enjoy working with children? We need people to oversee 3-9 year olds before and/or 
after school this fall. This could be paid or volunteer, once a week or every day. You would greet 
families, read stories, play games/puzzles/arts & crafts, and supervise outdoor and gym time. 
The shifts are: 7:00 am-8:30 am; 7:30 am-8:30 am; 3:00 pm -4:30 pm; (or any time between ie: 
3:30-4:30). We can be very flexible and work around your vacations or appointments. Please 
contact Carole Melso at littlelambs@stpaulswr.org, 715-421-3634 ext. 1119, or in person!    
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Calendar May 12-19 

 
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th 
 10:30 AM Worship  
 6:30 PM Connect Group A at the home of Fred & Joyce Camacho 
        

Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice 
 6:30 PM Connect Group B at the home of John & Carole Melso 
  

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
 1:30 PM Connect Group C at Wisc. Rapids Health Service 
 6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center   
   

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service  
 5:30 PM Handbell Practice in the balcony 
  

Thursday  7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom 
  

Friday  7:00 PM Spring Pops Concert at NLHS 
    

Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th 
 10:30 AM Worship  
 

Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  178 
 

Next Sunday 
Theme: The Empty Tomb Fills Our Lives  

with The Holy Spirit's Presence 
Readings: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Acts 2:1-21; 

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-11 

 

Upcoming Events 

May 23 School Entertainment Night 
May 30 School Closing Service & Graduation 
May 31  Last Day of School 
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