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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

May 4, 2025 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
A recent survey asked Americans which of the five senses they would least like to lose. 77% chose 
sight. Navigating life blind poses challenges that the sighted do not face. This is why Scripture 
often uses the concept of blindness as a metaphor for how hard it is to navigate life without a 
correct understanding of Christ. Spiritual blindness can take many different forms. In some 
cases, it is hostile opposition to the message of Jesus. In others, spiritual blindness might be 
demonstrated in confusion about Jesus’ true identity. In still others, it might be the inability to 
understand our spiritual condition.  

No matter the form spiritual blindness takes, Easter has the power to replace it with sight. Easter 
allows us to see where we sinners stand with a holy God. It enables us to see the path through 
life that is worth pursuing (as opposed to those that lead to a dead end). Spiritual sight gives us 
the ability to see who holds our future in his hands and who is worth our eternal worship. 
Because he lives, we can see things clearly. 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
For personal preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 
12 of this service folder or Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal. 

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist Destinee Fiecko; Offering Music Brianna Perry 
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The Service: Setting Three 
Setting Three begins on page 188 of the hymnal. 

 
Welcome 
 
Hymn 445 He’s Risen, He’s Risen 
 
Stand 

 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 188 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman  © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
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Hymn 938 This Is the Feast 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–1980; © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
Tune: © 1975, 1988 Richard W. Hillert. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 
The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of 
death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of 
eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Acts 9:1–22 

To get his attention, Jesus struck Saul blind. Then he not only restored Saul’s physical sight  but 
also gave Saul spiritual sight. Saul was given faith in the One who had risen from the dead. 

  1Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the disciples of the Lord. 
He went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if 
he found any men or women belonging to the Way, he might bring them to Jerusalem as 
prisoners. 
  3As he went on his way and was approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting me?” 
  5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” 
 He replied, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and go into the city, and you 
will be told what you need to do.” 
  7The men traveling with him stood there speechless. They heard the voice but did not see 
anyone. 
  8They raised Saul up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes, he could not see 
anything. They took him by the hand and led him into Damascus. 9For three days he could not 
see, and he did not eat or drink. 
  10There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
“Ananias!” 
 He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 
  11The Lord told him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas 
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. In fact, at this very moment he is praying. 12In a vision 
he has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he can regain his 
sight.” 
  13Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many people about this man and how much 
harm he did to your saints in Jerusalem. 14And he has authority here from the chief priests to 
arrest all who call on your name.” 
  15The Lord said to him, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the people of Israel. 16Indeed, I will show him how much he must suffer 
for my name.” 
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  17Ananias left and entered the house. Laying his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the 
Lord Jesus, whom you saw on your way here, has sent me so that you may see again and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
  18Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he could see again. He got up 
and was baptized. 19And after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
 Saul stayed with the disciples in Damascus for several days. 20Immediately he began to 
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 
  21All who heard him were amazed and said, “Isn't this the one who raised havoc in Jerusalem 
among those who call on this name? Didn't he come here for this very purpose: to bring them 
as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22But Saul continued to get stronger and kept confounding 
the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ. (EHV®) 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading Revelation 5:11–14 

While in exile on the island of Patmos, St. John was given special sight, the ability to see the 
sacrificial Lamb who is worthy of our worship and praise. 

  11And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels who were around the throne and 
around the living creatures and the elders. Their number was ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands upon thousands. 12With a loud voice they were saying: 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive 
power and riches and 
wisdom and strength and 
honor and glory and blessing. 

  13I also heard every creature that is in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the 
sea, and all that is in them, saying: 

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever. 

  14The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders bowed down and worshipped. (EHV®) 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation 2 Timothy 1:10 

 

 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Gospel John 21:1–14 

Many of the disciples first met Jesus while fishing near the Sea of Galilee. At the time they were 
spiritually blind, not realizing who Jesus was. The resurrected Jesus now appears again to these 
disciples while they are fishing, and this time they see him clearly through eyes of faith. 

  1After this, Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. This is how he 
showed himself: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the 
sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I'm going 
fishing.” 
 They replied, “We'll go with you.” 
 They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4Early in the 
morning, Jesus was standing on the shore, but the disciples did not know it was Jesus. 
  5Jesus called to them, “Boys, don't you have any fish?” 
 “No!” they answered. 
  6He told them, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” So 
they cast the net out. Then they were not able to haul it in because of the large number of fish. 
  7The disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard, “It 
is the Lord!” he tied his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into 
the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the little boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they 
were not far from shore, about one hundred yards.  
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 9When they stepped out on land, they saw some bread and a charcoal fire with fish on it. 
10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you just caught.” 
  11So Simon Peter climbed aboard and hauled the net to land, full of large fish, 153 of them. 
Yet even with so many, the net was not torn. 
  12Jesus said to them, “Come, eat breakfast.” 
 None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 
  13Jesus came, took the bread, and gave it to them, and also the fish. 14This was now the third 
time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. (EHV®) 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated 

 

Children’s Message 
 

Hymn of the Day 983 Long before the World is Waking 
 

Sermon 
 
Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 
Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
  

The final petition will end this way: 
...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 

 
Musical Offering   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Prayers This Week 
† For Linda Hayter, who continues to recover after multiple surgeries. 

† For Kurt & Tina Callaway, who we called to serve as teachers in our school 

† For our teachers 

† Thanksgiving for reaching the $100,000 mark on our Amazing Grace campaign  

†   

†  

†   

Questions for Examination  
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness? 

† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me? 

† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament? 

† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life? 

† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?  

† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 
Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.  
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The Sacrament 
 
Stand 
 

Preface CW 199 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman  © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing 
sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored 
everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman  © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 
your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us 
from sin. 
  

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, 
that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase 
our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will 
welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our 
Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Lamb of God CW 202 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman  © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
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Be seated 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn 669 In This Holy, Blest Communion 
 
Stand 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 928 May the Grace of Christ Our Savior  
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Take Home Questions  
 
Acts 9:1-22 
1. Imagine you are Saul. What frightened you most about the encounter with Jesus? What 

about the encounter comforted you? 
 
 
 

2. Now imagine you are Ananias. What about the Lord’s instruction would have been 
frightening? Yet, how did Ananias show Saul he no longer saw Saul as an enemy but as a 
partner in spreading the gospel? 
 

 
 
Revelation 5:11-14 
1. Go back to verse 6 and read the verses before this reading. For what reasons is the Lamb 

worthy to receive everything mentioned in verse 12? 
 
 
 

2. Verse 13 says that every living thing in heaven and on earth was praising the Lamb. That 
includes you. How can you give honor and glory to the Lamb today and in the week to 
come? 
 

 
 
John 21:1-14 
1. Compare and contrast this reading with Luke 5:1-11, where Jesus calls some of the disciples 

after a miraculous catch of fish. What’s the same? What’s different? 
 
 
 

2. Why do you suppose Peter jumped into the water to get to Jesus so quickly? Consider 
everything that had happened between Jesus and Peter in the weeks prior. 
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News & Announcements 

  
This Sunday’s Bible Study Hour:  
The Light in the Dark  
 Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 

    
Teacher Appreciation Week Offering   

May 5-9 is Teacher Appreciation Week. The Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) has special 
treats planned for each day for our teachers and will be covering some of the teachers’ lunch 
and recess duties on Friday.   

Even if you do not have children in our school, you can help us show our teachers how much we 
appreciate their ministry to our children by giving to a special offering. This Sunday and next, 
we are collecting funds to send Mr. Biesterfeld and Mrs. Petoskey to a Celebration of Ministry 
Retreat. These retreats usually occur during big anniversary years (5, 10, 20... years in ministry) 
and are a chance for called works to be renewed and rejuvenated in their ministry. This year’s 
retreat takes place June 16-18 in Nashville, TN. Our goal is to raise $4000. Any excess funds will 
be used for continuing education for all our teachers. You can place your offering in the plates 
in the Welcome Center, or drop off a donation during the week. Thank you for considering this 
special request and showing our teachers how much you care for them. 

The Light in the Dark  

We start a new Sunday Bible Study series today, titled “The Light in the Dark: How God 
Preserved His Word through the Ages.” It is an apologetics-minded bible class on how God 
promised to preserve his Gospel, and how he has preserved it for us today. This study not only 
teaches doctrine concerning God’s Word, but also covers the history of how the Old Testament 
and New Testament has come to us through surviving manuscripts. Topics include: 

• What does the Bible claim about itself? 
• Where did the Old Testament come from? (OT canon formation) 
• Was the Old Testament preserved through the ages? 
• Where did the New Testament come from? (NT canon formation)? 
• Was the New Testament preserved through the ages? (textual criticism) 
• What about the books in between the OT and NT? (the Apocrypha) 
• What about so-called Lost Books of the Bible? (pseudepigrapha) 

Join us in the cafeteria on Sundays from 9:15-10:15 am. 
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Evening Compline Service on Wednesday May 7 | 6:30 pm   

We are holding an evening service this Wednesday, May 7 at 6:30 pm.  This service 
follows the Compline liturgy on page 225 of our hymnal. It is a time of quiet 
contemplation on God’s peace and forgiveness.  The Lord’s Supper will be offered. 

Pastor at Conference May 5-6 

On Monday and Tuesday, Pastor Plagenz will be at a semi-annual conference for pastors in the 
Wisconsin and Chippewa River valleys. They are meeting in Ladysmith to discuss doctrine and 
practice as well as some enjoy fellowship. Our Staff Minister, Mr. Pahl, will be available at the 
church during this time, but you can always call or text pastor in case of an emergency. 

The Directories Have Arrived!   

Our new pictorial church directories have arrived. If you ordered one, you can pick it up from 
the Ministry Table, which is located across from the mailslots. Each directory is labelled with a 
name. If you have any questions, please contact the church office.  

HIS Story    

For some, history is just a dry recounting for names and dates. However, the writer of Chronicles 
believed that history was HIS story, an account of God working through men and nations to 
preserve God’s elect. The Bible Book Group is beginning a study of 1 Chronicles. You can join 
them on Wednesday evenings at 6:30-8:00 in the Resource Center. The start of the May 7 
meeting will be delayed as the group participates in the Compline Service. 

WELS Night at the Brewers July 11 | 7:20 pm   

Plan to join thousands of WELS members for an evening at the ballpark on July 11. The Brewers 
will take on the Nationals at 7:10 pm. WELS members and guests will receive a discount of up to 
50% on tickets and will be seated together in all seating levels. Bring a friend to rub shoulders 
with WELS Christians and to enjoy the fun. Tickets are available at brewers.com/wels. 

Coming for Summer: Only One Service on Sunday   

The unity of believers is an immense blessing! That is one of reasons 
we will be having only one service on Sundays this summer. We want 
to reflect that unity in our weekly worship by having everyone in our 
church family together at one time. That time will be 9:00 am. Bible 
study will be held at 10:30 am.  These changes begin June 1. 
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Just Four Weeks to Go 

The end date for our Amazing Grace campaign in May 31. Our goal is to raise $125,000 in 125 days 
(Jan. 26-May 31) in honor of our church’s 125th anniversary. These funds are used to pay off 
principal on our mortgage. We have already sent our lender a couple of large checks and brought 
our mortgage balance under $700,000.  You can help us bring it even lower! We are currently at 
81% of that goal with four weeks to go.  

God has showered St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, and you also, with his 
Amazing Grace. In thanks to him for all he has done, please consider 
giving a gift of any amount, whether you haven’t given yet or you want 
to give another gift. Maybe you can give $12.50 per week for the next four 
weeks. It would be a big help toward achieving our goal of freeing up 
funds from debt payment to use for equipping future ministry. 

Hands of God Conference July 18-20 

The Mission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (MDHH) Conference is designed to serve the deaf 
and hard of hearing community and anyone who offers services to them. The goal of the 
conference is to provide a setting where all can learn how God used his hands to save us and 
how we now get to be the hands of God in various ways to serve one another in love. 
wels.net/event/hands-of-god-conference-2025/ 

Christian Leadership Experience June 13-14 

Grow as a Christian leader in your home, workplace, and community. Attend the Christian 
Leadership Experience June 13-14 in La Crosse, WI. Keynote speakers include Pastor Mike 
Novotny, Josh Birkholz, and Mark Vincent. Learn more at www.christlead.com. 

May Is Mental Health Awareness Month  

One in five adults faces a mental health challenge each year. Jesus calls us to 
love one another, not just in words but in action. Whether in our families, 
schools, churches, or workplaces, we can extend compassion and support. 
Christian Family Solutions offers gospel-centered counseling and resources to 
help those in need. Learn more at ChristianFamilySolutions.org. 

Navigating Anxiety with Faith 

The latest Faith Footnotes podcast episode features William Woodington, author of Whatever 
Is True: A Christian View of Anxiety and a sufferer from chronic anxiety. Listen to William's 
firsthand experiences and the biblical wisdom he has learned for practical, Christ-centered ways 
of navigating anxiety with faith. https://blog.nph.net/  
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Calendar  May 4-11 
 

Sunday  8:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 9:15 AM Sunday School  
 10:30 AM Sunday Worship 
 2:00 PM Co-ed Volleyball in the gym 
 

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center  
 6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings 
   

Wednesday 8:35 AM Principal to Parent Bible Study in the Welcome Center 
 8:55 AM  School Chapel Service 
 6:30 PM Compline Service 
 7:00 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center 
 7:00 PM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room  
    

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
  

Sunday  8:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 9:15 AM Sunday School  
 10:30 AM Sunday Worship  

 

Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  195 
 

Amazing Grace Update 
Thru Apr. 27: $101,651 toward mortgage principal 
Goal: $125,000 in 125 days (by May 31) 
 

Next Sunday    
Theme: Because He Lives We  

Know Jesus Is Trustworthy and True 
Readings: Acts 13:15,16a,26–39; Revelation 7:9–17; John 10:22–30 

 
Upcoming Events 
May 11 ~ Mother’s Day 
May 14 ~ Confirmation Banquet 
May 18 ~ Confirmation Sunday   
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