
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

HE LIVES TO GIVE ME PROOF AND PEACE
The Second Sunday of Easter
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

April 16, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
Thomas had been taught and trained by Christ himself. He heard Jesus 
predict his death and resurrection. Yet, even after hearing the eyewitness 
testimony of friends, who all saw the resurrected Jesus, Thomas had 
doubts: "Rising from the dead. That can’t be possible!"

Today is a day of great comfort for any follower of Jesus who wrestles with doubt concerning 
Christ’s promises or doubts about God’s Word. Jesus does not come to rebuke Thomas’ weak 
faith. Jesus comes to strengthen Thomas’ faith, giving him proof of the mind-bending reality of 
the resurrection—to let him feel it, touch it, explore it. Jesus didn’t reject Thomas. Jesus engaged 
Thomas and gave him peace. 

Still today, Jesus comes to his disciples in Word and sacrament. The living Lord speaks to us. He 
lets us partake of his true body and blood. When we show weakness of faith, he does not reject 
us. Just as he did with Thomas, Jesus engages us, giving us proof and peace.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 9 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

Those Serving in Worship
Staff Minister Randy Pahl; Guest Preacher Rev. Dennis Valleau; Organist Sue Kulhanek
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The Service: Setting One

Welcome

Hymn 470 Like the Golden Sun Ascending

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Easter Acclamation
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Confession CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Glory Be to God on High CW 157
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word 
of peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting 
assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Be seated

First Reading Acts 2:14a,22–32
Through the testimony of many eyewitnesses, the Lord Jesus gives his Church proof and peace 
that he really is alive.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 150B Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

 
Praise God in his sanctu- / ary;
   praise him in his mighty / heavens.
Praise him for his acts of / power;
   praise him for his surpassing / greatness.    Refrain
 
Praise him with the sounding of the / trumpet,
   praise him with the / harp and lyre,
praise him with timbrel and / dancing,
   praise him with the / strings and pipe,
praise him with the clash of / cymbals,
   praise him with resounding / cymbals.    Refrain
 
Let everything that has breath / praise the LORD. 
   Praise / the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
   and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
   is now, and will be forever. Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Walter L. Pelz. Tune: © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Second Reading 1 Peter 1:3–9
Regardless of outward circumstances, the resurrection is proof of the hope we have in Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation John 20:29
Alleluia! Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed. Alleluia!

Gospel John 20:19–31
Jesus provided peace-giving proof to Thomas, who worshiped Jesus as his Lord and his God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day 456 O Sons and Daughters of the King sts. 1–3

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 456 O Sons and Daughters of the King sts. 4-9

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy during this season, for you have risen and conquered the 
grave. Imprint the message of victory on our hearts, and implant it in our minds. 
Through the good news of your resurrection, renew our hope and revive our faith.

In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us. Touch the hearts of those who grieve the 
loss of a Christian they love. Direct their eyes to your empty tomb, and ease their pain by 
reminding them their loved ones will one day rise again. We also know that many people 
grieve without hope. Let the message of your resurrection reach them and awaken faith in 
their hearts. 
Use us as your instruments to bring the word of life to their souls and the message of 
hope to their hearts.
 
Stay by the side of all who are suffering. In your wise mercy, heal those who are sick, receiving 
treatment for illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or hurting in body or mind. Remind 
them that your victory over death is a fact, and comfort them with your promise to raise and 
give them and all believers new, glorified bodies like yours.

Special prayers and intercessions

Special Prayers This Week
† Barb Manz is having knee replacement surgery on April 18 
† Jasper Kulhanek, the one-year-old grandson of Tom & Sue Kulhanek, will have surgery to remove a 

benign tumor from his groin.
† Mr. Andrew Van Weele is deliberating the call to serve as our principal.
† For the safety of our law enforcement officers
†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   
†  

 

 

†
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Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection. Come to us in your Word 
and the feast of your sacrament to sustain and strengthen us.
Keep us close to you until we join in the eternal feast of heaven. Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like 
an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering  

The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 165

The Lord be with you.

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 



10

Lift up your hearts.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing 
sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored 
everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 
from eternal death all who believe in you.
 
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done   
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169
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Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 675 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 800 How Firm a Foundation sts. 1, 4–5
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study
Led by Pastor Valleau
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM.

Quarterly Voters’ Meeting April 17 | 6:30 PM

Our quarterly voters’ meeting will be held in the cafeteria this Monday, April 17 at 6:30 pm. The 
agenda includes approving the budget for the next fiscal year (July 2023-June 2024).  It is also 
time to “renew” the calls for Mr. Randy Pahl and Mrs. Kellie Jensen. Please check your mail slot 
for the packet of reports that includes the detailed budget proposal.

3K Open house on Tuesday April 18 | 4:30-6:00 PM

Our 3-year-old kindergarten is having an open house this Tuesday, April 18 from 4:30 to 6:00 
pm. This is a chance to learn more about our program, tour the facility, visit the classroom, meet 
the teachers, and ask questions. Cookies and refreshments will served. Hope to see you there.

Family Fun Night on Friday April 21 | 5:30 PM

The entire church family is invited to come this Friday, April 21, for fun, fellowship, and food. 
The gym will be open from 5:30-8:30 pm. You can chat with friends and play board games or 
cards in the cafeteria. Pizza will be served. Bring a snack to share or a friend to introduce.  Get 
to know the other members of your church family.

8th graders Invited to WELS Youth Night April 23 | 5:45 PM

On Sunday, April 23, the third area "WELS Youth Night" will be held at Northland Lutheran 
High School from 5:45-8:30 pm. A new feature this time is that the gathering is also open to 
graduating 8th graders.  Youth who attend will experience an inspiring evening of games, music, 
prayer, Bible message, small group discussion, and fun with high school youth in our area.  Pizza 
will be provided!  The goal is for our youth to see they are not alone and to be encouraged to 
enjoy the faith they share with others.  This event is free; teens are encouraged to invite a friend.  

Bleachers Fund at NLHS
It is time to replace the bleachers at Northland Lutheran High School.  The 
new bleachers will be less steep, have a hand-railing & more leg-room, and 
will be ADA compliant. Can you donate one seat at cost of $150?  If so, 
contact at NLHS at 715-359-3400.
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Thinking about Summer
If the hot weather last week has you making summer plans,             
here are a few summer camp options to consider:

Northland Lutheran High School in Kronnenwetter, WI holds 
summer day camps. There are camps for basketball, volleyball, 
soccer, softball, and STEM.  Dates and ages are listed in the NLHS 
Summer Camps brochure, which can be found on the Ministry Table.

Camp Bird for Lutherans near Crivitz, WI holds one-week sessions in July for youth who are 
in grades 5-8 during the current school year. Learn more at campbird.org.

Camp Phillip near Wautoma, WI offers half- and full-week camps for children in grades K-8 
(based on 2022-2023 school year). They also have a Grandparent/Grandchild Camp and other 
family events. See the full schedule at www.campphillip.com.

Luther Preparatory School in Watertown, WI has overnight camps for volleyball, wrestling, 
and basketball plus a “Phoenix Adventure Camp.” They also offer a one-night parent-child (K-
5th) basketball camp.  For more information, visit www.lps.wels.net/apps/pages/summer_camps

Help Build a School this Summer 
Give an hour, a day, or a week and see what can happen when believers come together to serve 
others. Volunteer with Builders for Christ as they build expansions on two schools. Work at 
Peace Lutheran School in Hartford, WI begins this week, but continues through July.  Work at 
Immanuel Lutheran School in Hutchinson, MN begins June 13 and continues through 
September. Each phase of the project requires different skills and numbers of volunteers. 
Experienced volunteers happily provide on-the-job training to those who need it. Work weeks 
are Tuesday-Saturday. Learn more at KingdomWorkers.com.

Help Still Needed For Before School Care
With Mrs. Proeber going on maternity leave soon, we are in need of someone to help with before 
school care ~ 7:00-8:30 am on school days. This is a paid position or you can volunteer. If you 
are able to help in this way, please contact Mrs. Carole Melso at cmelso@stpaulswr.org or 715-
421-3634 ext. 1119.

Scan Receipts for Field Trips
So far this year, our school has earned $118.40 for field trips through the Box 
Tops for Education program. You no longer have to clip and save box tops, 
rather you scan your grocery receipts. The app automatically finds 
qualifying products and gives our school credit. Learn more at 
www.boxtops4education.com.
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Calendar April 16-23

Sunday   8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship
2:00 PM Coed Volleyball in the gym

Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice in the balcony
6:30 PM Voters’ Meeting in the cafeteria

 

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
4:30 PM 3K Open House 
7:00 PM Delegates Meeting at NLHS

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the workroom

Friday 5:30 PM Family Fun Night in the cafeteria and gym

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship
2:00 PM Coed Volleyball in the gym
5:45 PM WELS Youth Night at Northland Lutheran High School

   
Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  355
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 728,349
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 640,783

Upcoming Events
May 4 ~ National Day of Prayer
May 14 ~ Mother’s Day
May 21 ~ Confirmation Sunday

Though you do not see him 
now, yet by believing in him, 

you are filled with a joy 
that is inexpressible

- 1 Peter 1:8b
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


