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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

April 14, 2024 

Welcome To Worship 

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 

A platitude is a statement aimed at helping sooth some sort of emotional 
unease. “What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.” Or “Life is a mystery.” Or 
“Good things come to those who wait.” While platitudes may be well-
intentioned, at best they come off as trite. And since platitudes provide no real 
help, they can actually make a situation worse. Tell the one whose heart is 
shattering, “Life is a mystery.” They won’t appreciate your platitude or you. 

The resurrection gives believers the ability to offer more than platitudes. We have a meaningful 
message to share—of repentance, of forgiveness, of peace, of power. The reality is we have 
something important to say to every single person that God brings into our sphere of influence. 
And our risen Savior gives us the courage and power to share that meaningful message 

Those Serving in Worship 

Pastor Lucas Proeber; Organist Sue Kulhanek   
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The Service: Setting Two 
Setting Two begins on page 172 of the hymnal 
 
Welcome 
 

Hymn 445 He’s Risen, He’s Risen 
 10:30 – Schoolchildren will sing verse 1 
 
Stand 

 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 

10:30 New Member Welcome of Dakota and Katelyn Mau and CW 151 

 Baptisms of Arthur Ray and Thea Rose Mau 
 Following the rite, the service continues with the Word on pg. 6 of the service folder. 

 
8:00  Confession CW 173 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have 
followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. We have offended you and 
sinned against your holy law. We have done those things that we should not have 
done, and we have not done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, 
Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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Tune: Marty Haugen  © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this fallen world from the 
despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the 
hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Acts 3:11–20 

Peter shared a meaningful message with the large crowd that had gathered to see the crippled 
man Peter had healed. 

11 While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people came running toward them in 
utter amazement in the area called Solomon’s Colonnade. 
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12 When Peter saw this, he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why are you amazed at 
this? Why are you staring at us, as if by our own power or godliness we have made this man 
walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant 
Jesus, whom you handed over and disowned in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided 
to release him. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer 
given to you. 15 You killed the Author of Life, whom God raised from the dead. We are 
witnesses of this. 16 And on the basis of faith in his name, it is the name of Jesus that has 
strengthened this man, whom you see and know. This faith that comes through Jesus has 
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

17 “Now brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, just like your leaders. 18 But in this 
way God fulfilled what he had foretold through the mouth of all the prophets: that his Christ 
would suffer. 19 Therefore repent and return to have your sins wiped out, 20 so that refreshing 
times may come from the presence of the Lord and that he may send Jesus, the Christ 
appointed for you.” (EHV®) 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 440 Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands vs. 1–3 
 Please join to sing verse 3. 

 

Second Reading 1 John 1:5—2:2 

John summarizes the meaningful message we have heard and been called to declare. 
5 This is the message we heard from him and proclaim to you: God is light. In him there is 

no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him but still walk in darkness, we are 
lying and do not put the truth into practice. 7 But if we walk in the light, just as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us 
from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar, and his Word is 
not in us. 

2 My children, I write these things to you so that you will not sin. If anyone does sin, we 
have an Advocate before the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the whole world. (EHV®) 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

10:30 – Anthem by Schoolchildren This Is the Day 
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Stand 

8:00 – Gospel Acclamation Luke 24:46,47 

 
The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the / third day,  
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all / nations. 
 

Refrain 

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Gospel Luke 24:36–49 

The meaningful message we are called to share is this: we have peace with God through our 
risen Lord. 

36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 

37 But they were terrified and frightened and thought they were looking at a ghost. 
38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled? Why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at 

my hands and my feet. It is I myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones as you see that I have.” 40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. 41 While they still did not believe it (because of their joy), and while they were still 
wondering, he said to them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 

42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish and some honeycomb. 43 He took it and ate in front 
of them. 44 He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you: 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and 
the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He said to them, “This is 
what is written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 Look, I am sending you what 
my Father promised. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” (EHV®) 

  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 
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Children’s Message 
 

Hymn of the Day 440 Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands vs. 4–7 
 

Sermon It’s Amazing What God Can Do! 
 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church,  
   the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Almighty and merciful God, in this glorious season, we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Increase our faith that the message of the empty tomb may fill our lives and make us 
glad each day. 
When we are weak, be our strength; when we are sad, be our song; and when we sin, be 
our salvation. 
  

Remove the hurt of death from all who mourn. In moments of grief call believers through the 
voice of our Good Shepherd and embolden us to follow his promises. In their hopelessness of 
despair turn the faithless to trust in the only Way, Truth, and Life. Wipe away tears born of 
death and give new birth to a living hope in the hearts of the lost and troubled.  
Use our witness as compassion and comfort for others in need of mercy. 
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King of kings and Lord of lords, destroy all dominion, authority, and power that stands against 
you. Whatever evil exerts itself against your saving will—false teaching or lukewarm faith, 
Satan’s lies or worldly pleasures, empty worship or futile religion—rule it for the sake of the 
gospel’s free course. Triumph over our enemies and empower the Church to fight the good 
fight to the end.  
Never leave us or forsake us. 
  
Walk among our churches, O Living One, as the faithful witness and firstborn from the dead. 
As your angel sent women with news of the risen Christ, call women in our church to 
announce, “He is risen!” As you sent your disciples with the breath of the Spirit, call those in 
our church full of the Spirit and wisdom to administer the keys of the kingdom. 
Wherever we live and whatever we do, help us to be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have in Christ.  
  
Heavenly Father, keep the baptized united with your Son in his resurrection. Put to death the 
fleshly urges of those caught in addictions, clothe in your righteousness anyone ashamed of 
good intentions which have fallen short, and assure those searching for purpose that their 
eternal identity as your dear children is sealed. 
Thank you for the power of baptism working in our lives, and for the certainty of its 
promises through the resurrection. Enrich us with everything we need for life and 
godliness. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions 
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
O Lord of life, you have done mighty things for us! We pray through him who is the Beginning 
and the End, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
His name is above every name, to the glory of God the Father! Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Prayers This Week 
† For Matt Brock who has suffered some health setbacks that could potentially delay his kidney 

transplant 
† For Pastor Proeber as he deliberates calls to First Lutheran Church in La Crescent, MN (sole 

pastor) and to Trinity Lutheran Church in Watertown, WI (associate pastor). 
†    

†  

†  

†   



11 

Connect Card & Offering 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message 
of Jesus. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page. 

WELS Connection Community Care and Compassion Matching Grants Program 
 

Hymn 824 This Is the Threefold Truth 
 
Stand 

 
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 908 Go Forth and Preach the Gospel 
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Take Home Questions 
 

1. While a healing like the one in Acts 3 might certainly draw a crowd today, what other 
miracles has God given us to reach people? 

 
 
2. Think about how preaching repentance and forgiveness fulfills the purpose of the church. 

Some questions to get the gears turning: 
a. Where (or to whom) does repentance and forgiveness lead a person? 

 
b. What happens when repentance and forgiveness are not preached? 

 
c. Why might repentance and forgiveness not be a popular approach in the world’s eyes? 

 
d. We place a premium on the message of repentance and forgiveness in our public 

worship services. Page through the service folder or think through a regular 
communion service. How many times do we revisit the truth of repentance and 
forgiveness in the time we spend together? 
 
 

3. In Luke 24, Jesus asks for some food. However, in his glorified state, he cannot be hungry 
(think about the glorified state our bodies will enjoy on the Last Day). So, why did he ask 
for and eat the food? Look at verses 37-39. 

 
 
4. In the Second Reading from 1 John, we hear about walking in the light. What does it mean 

for us to do that, especially when we keep in mind the focus of the other two readings? 
 
 

a. What are some other ways we might mistakenly take “walking in the light”? Think of 
things that might look like they get us closer to Jesus but they actually (sneakily) move 
us away from him. 

 
 
5. Some might read Acts 3 and think that God will (or must) heal their physical ailments. 

a. What is the danger of such thinking? 
 

b. What better things does God promise in his Word? 
 

c. How might you tactfully share that meaningful message with a loved one who is 
struggling with their health or in another way? 
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News & Announcements 
 

New Study Starts Today  April 14 | 9:15-10:15 AM 

We start a new topic this Sunday during our Bible Study Hour (9:15-10:15 
am), so it is a great time to join us. We will be looking at the book of 1 
Peter and the theme “As God’s Chosen People.” This study address 
questions about what it means to be chosen by God and what the lives of 
God’s chosen people look like. Come to the cafeteria. Bibles are available 
if you did not bring one. 

Handbell Concert Today April 14 | 2:00 PM 

If you love it when our handbells play, drive over to St. Peter Lutheran 
Church in Weyauwega this afternoon for the Regional Handbell Festival 
Concert. You will hear the sound of several handbell choirs joining together 
to create beautiful music. Both our church handbell choir and our school 
handbell choir will be performing.   

Do You Want To Meet More People In Our Congregation? 

Join a Spring Connect Group. They kick off this week and run for six weeks. Groups meet at 
different days, times, and places, so pick one that works with your schedule. Meetings take only 
1-1/2 hours and include discussion take-home questions from the bulletin, prayer, and 
fellowship. See the Ministry Table to learn more about each group and to sign up.  

Family Fun Night This Thursday April 18 | 5:00 PM 

It’s an evening of fun, fellowship, and food for people of all ages and stages. The gym will be 
open, you can bring a game to play, or you can just visit.  Pizza will be served, but you are 
welcome to bring snacks or desserts to share. Hope you can attend. 

Support Our Lutheran High School  April 21 | 12:00 PM 

Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) is holding their annual fundraising event, Together 
We Shine, next Sunday, April 21 beginning at noon. There will be a silent auction, various soups 
to sample, and baked goods to purchase. The bake sale is a recent addition. If you would like to 
donate baked goods, they should be delivered to NLHS by Friday. There is also still time to enter 
the Soup Cook-off, contact NLHS for details: 715-359-3400 or nlhsoffice@nlhs.org. 

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING  

Sunday, April 28 at 12:30 pm 
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Learn about Mission Work 

Cathy Duncan is the featured speaker at the Wisc. River Valley Spring Mission Rally next 
Saturday, April 20. She and her husband worked for many years with Hindu and Muslim people 
in South Asia. You will also be inspired by the worship, updates on other mission work, and 
fellowship with mission-minded Christians. This event will be held at St. Peter in Schofield. 
Registration will begin at 8:30 am. (There is a $3.00 fee.) The rally should finish up around noon. 

Carpool: If you would like to save on gas, please contact the office (715-421-3634). We are 
coordinating carpooling from St. Paul’s to attend the rally. We may stop for lunch after the rally. 

Donate: If you cannot attend the rally but would like to donate to 
missions, please drop off your donation today. This offering will be 
divided among the Central Africa Medical Mission, the Asia One Team, 
and the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) national office. 
You can also give an offering at the rally. 

Walk for Life May 4 | 10:00 AM 

Get some exercise and chat with others on your walk as you help raise money for the First Choice 
Pregnancy Resource Center. Greg Paul is our team leader. The walk/run is on Saturday, May 4. 
at Lake Wazeecha. Whether you would like to be a part of Greg’s team or just donate, visit 
www.firstchoiceprc.org/walkforlife and click on “Sign Me Up!!” Be sure to select “Greg Paul” as 
your team. If you have any questions, please contact Greg at 715-424-0449.  

Nerf War at Youth Night April 28 | 5:45 PM 

Teens in grades 8-12 are invited to the next regional WELS Youth Night on Sunday, April 28. 
Enjoy time in God’s Word, fellowship with other teens, pizza, and a Nerf war! WELS 
membership is not required, and teens are welcome to bring friends. This fun event takes place 
at Northland Lutheran High School.  To register, look for “WELS Youth Night” link under the 
“What’s Happening” tab of our website (stpaulswr.org). 

Voters’ Meeting in Two Weeks April 28 | 12:30 PM   

The regular quarterly voters meeting is on Sunday, April 28 at 12:30 pm. The agenda includes 
approval of the ministry plan/budget for next fiscal year (July 2024-June 2025). Lunch will be 
served before the meeting. 

Upcoming Events 

Apr. 20 LWMS Mission Rally in Schofield 
Apr. 21 Together We Shine at NLHS 
Apr. 28 Voters’ Meeting 
Apr. 28   WELS Youth Night at NLHS  Support Ministerial Education 

Learn more at MLCday.com 
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Calendar April 14-April 21 

 
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th 
 10:30 AM Worship/ K-2 Singing 
 2:00 PM Handbell Festival Concert in Weyauwega  
 6:30 PM Connect Group A at the home of Fred & Joyce Camacho 
        

Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice in the balcony 
 5:30 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym 
 6:30 PM Connect Group B at the home of John & Carole Melso 
  

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
 1:30 PM Connect Group C at Wisc. Rapids Health Service 
 7:00 PM Delegates Meeting at Northland Lutheran High School 
   

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service   
 5:30 PM Handbell Practice in the balcony 
 6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center 
  

Thursday  7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom 
 5:00 PM Family Fun Night in the cafeteria 
   

Saturday 9:00 AM  LWMS Mission Rally at St. Peter, Schofield 
 

Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th 
 10:30 AM Worship 
 12:00 PM Together We Shine at Northland Lutheran High School  
 

Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  215 
 

Next Sunday 
Theme: The Empty Tomb Fills Our Lives  

with a Faithful Shepherd 
Readings: Acts 20:28-32; 1 John 4:1-6; John 10:11-18 
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311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org  
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