WELCOME TO WORSHIP!
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HE LIVES TO TAKE ME

FROM DEATH TO LIFE
Easter Sunday




St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church | wisconsin Rapids, Wi

April 9, 2023
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Welcome To Worship ot (aul s
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here.

Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday

- Walk through a cemetery at dusk. What do you feel? Is it sadness as you

" think of loved ones now gone? Is it fear as you sense that it will not be

] long before you too are buried deep in the ground? Those are natural

HE LlVES! emotions. For in the normal realm of human existence, dead is dead.

Someone dies, and all you have are pictures and memories. Every day

that goes by only brings you one step closer to the end of your story. So, it is natural that mortals
would walk through a cemetery with tears and fears.

But Jesus lives. That changes things. Jesus is the resurrection first fruits for the harvest of
humanity. Dead is not dead forever. Death is not final at all! The one brought low by his
mortality will be raised immortal! So, your deceased Christian loved ones are not gone. You will
see them again, hug them again. When you walk through the doorway of death, that is not the
end. It is the beginning. When we face death knowing that Christ is risen, we experience a
completely different set of emotions—for he lives to dry tears and remove fears.
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Easter Sunday

Welcome

Hymn 438 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
Please stand for the fourth verse.

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Easter Dialogue
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Jesus Christ was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.
Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God.

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
In all things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

Death has been swallowed up in victory.
Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade.

This inheritance is kept in heaven for us.

Jesus is the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in him will live, even though they die.
And those who live by believing in him will never die.

I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.
I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another.

Since you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated
at the right hand of God.
When Christ, who is our life, appears, we will appear with him in glory.

Why do you look for the living among the dead?
He is not here; he has risen!



This is the day the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Hymn of Praise 460 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven
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1 Al-le-lu-ia, al - le - lu-ia! Hearts to heav’n and voic - es raise:
2 Al-le-lu-ia, Christ is ris-en! Death at last has met de-feat:
3 Al-le-lu-ia, al -le-lu-ial Glo-ry be to God on high:
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sing to God a hymn of glad-ness, sing to God a hymn of praise;
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he who on the cross a vic-tim for the world’s sal - va - tion bled—
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al -le-1lu-ia to the Spir-it, fount of love and sanc-ti - ty!
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Je - sus Christ, the King of glo-ry, now is ris-en from the dead.
Je - sus Christ, the world’s Re-deem-er, whom we wor-ship and a - dore.
Al-le - lu - ja, al -le-lu-ia to the tri-une Maj- es - ty!

Text (sts. 1, 3): Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885; (st. 2): rev. Jubilate Hymns Ltd. Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867
Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903. Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, you conquered death and
opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through
Baptism, may walk in newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be dominion and
praise now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Jonah 2:2-9

Jesus compared himself to only one Old Testament prophet, the one who escaped certain death
after three days in the belly of a fish.

*Jonah said the following:
In my distress I called to the Lord,
and he answered me.
From the belly of the grave I cried out,
and you heard my voice.
3You threw me into the depths,
into the heart of the seas.
The currents swept around me.
All your breakers and your waves swept over me.
41 said, “I have been driven away from your sight.
Nevertheless, I will once again look toward your holy temple.
5Waters engulfed me so that [ was near death.
The deep surrounded me.
Seaweed was wrapped around my head.
¢To the roots of the mountains I sank down.
The earth locked me behind its bars forever.
But you brought my life up from the pit, O Lord, my God.
7When my life was ebbing away, | remembered the Lord.
My prayer came to you, to your holy temple.
8 Those who cling to worthless idols forsake the mercy that is theirs.
9 But I, with a shout of thanksgiving, will indeed sacrifice to you.
What I have vowed, I will certainly pay in full.
Salvation belongs to the Lord! (EHv®)

»

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!



Psalm of the Day 118F | Will Not Die But Live
The pastors will sing the verses; please join to sing the refrain.

Refrain
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live, and will pro - claim what the LoD has  done.

1 The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.
The LORD’s right hand is lifted high;
the LORD'’s right hand has done mighty things!  Refrain

2 Iwill not die but live, and will proclaim what the LORD has done.
I will give you thanks for you answered me;
you have become my salvation.  Refrain

3 The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;
the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad. Refrain

Tune: Brian Henkelmann. Tune: © 1996 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

For God to take us from death to life, Jesus needed to be raised. Anything less would mean our
faith is in vain.

'Brothers, I am going to call your attention to the gospel that I preached to you. You
received it, and you took your stand on it. 2 You are also being saved by that gospel that was
expressed in the words I preached to you, if you keep your hold on it—unless you believed in
vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received:

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,

4that he was buried,

that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,
5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve.



¢ After that he appeared to over five hundred brothers at the same time, most of whom are
still alive, but some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, and then to all the
apostles. & Last of all, he appeared also to me, the stillborn child, so to speak. 2For [ am the
least of the apostles, and I am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted God’s
church. * But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not ineffective.
On the contrary, I worked more than all of them (and yet it wasn’t my doing, but it was the
grace of God, which was with me, that did it). " So whether it is I or they, that is what we
preach, and that is what you believed. (EHv®)

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

Stand

Choir Anthem Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia
Gospel Matthew 28:1-10

A dead Jesus does no one any good; but women who went to find Jesus learn from the angel
that Jesus had crossed over from death to life.

'After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to look at the tomb. 2Suddenly, there was a great earthquake! For an angel of the
Lord came down from heaven, and going to the tomb, he rolled away the stone and was sitting
on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing was as white as snow. 4 The guards
were so terrified of him that they shook and became like dead men.

5The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid! I know that you are looking for Jesus, who
was crucified. ¢ He is not here. He has risen, just as he said. Come, see the place where the
Lord lay. 7 Go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead! And look, he is going
ahead of you to Galilee. There you will see him.” See, I have told you!”

8 They hurried away from the tomb, with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.

9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” They approached, took hold of his feet, and
worshipped him. ' Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go, tell my brothers that they
should go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to you, O Christ! ,
He 1s not

Be seated here.
He has
risen,
Children's Message just as he
2 Aad A



Hymn of the Day 4411 Know That My Redeemer Lives
Stanza four will be led by the brass quartet. Stanza five will be sung acapella.

Those who desire may sing the descant on stanza eight, as noted below.
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Sermon
Stand
Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.




Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church

Almighty God, on this glorious day we delight in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Increase our
faith so that the message of the empty tomb may fill our lives and make us glad each day.
When we are weak, be our strength; when we are sad, be our song; and when we sin, be
our salvation.

Remove the hurt of death from all who mourn. In moments of grief call believers through the
voice of our Good Shepherd and embolden us to follow his promises. In their hopelessness of
despair turn the faithless to trust in the only Way, Truth, and Life.

Wipe away tears born of death and give new birth to a living hope in the hearts of the
lost and troubled. Use our witness as comfort for others in need of mercy.

King of kings, destroy all authority and power that stands against you, whether seen or unseen.
Whatever stands against your will—false doctrine or lukewarm faith, Satan’s lies or worldly
pleasures, empty worship or vain religion—rule it so that the gospel would have free course.
Triumph over our enemies and empower the Church to fight the good fight to the end.

Never leave us or forsake us.

Walk among our churches, O Living One, as the faithful witness and firstborn from the dead.
As your angel sent women with news of the risen Christ, call women in our church to
announce, “He is risen!” As you sent your disciples with the breath of the Spirit, call those in
our church full of the Spirit and wisdom to administer the keys of the kingdom.

Wherever we live and whatever we do, help us to be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have in Christ.

Heavenly Father, keep the baptized united with your Son in his resurrection. Put to death the
fleshly urges of those caught in addictions, clothe in your righteousness anyone ashamed of
good intentions which have fallen short, and assure those searching for purpose that their
eternal identity as your dear children is sealed.

Thank you for the power of baptism working in our lives, and for the certainty of its
promises through the resurrection. Enrich us with all we need for life and godliness.

Special prayers and intercessions



Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

O Lord of life, you have done mighty things for us! We pray through him who is the Beginning
and the End, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
His name is above every name, to the glory of God the Father! Amen.

Special Prayers This Week

T  Sarah Deniston’s aunt is recovering from a heart attack.
T  Mr. Andrew Van Weele is deliberating the call to serve as our principal.
T  Mrs. Debbie Hansen returned the call to serve as our 1st-2nd grade teacher.

—+ = = —F

Offering

Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of
thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone. It will
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering Forever
Hymn 447 Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed
Stand

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this
new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin
nor run into any kind of danger. And in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

Amen.

10



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 449 This Joyful Eastertide

11



News & Announcements

 Alletuz,
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Please join us for Easter breakfast
in the gym from 8:00-9:30 am.

If you are new to St. Paul's, welcome!

Thank you for joining us on such a beautiful day. If you would like to learn more about what we
teach and believe about the Bible, you can 1) mark the blue Connect Card accordingly; 2) get in
touch with one of the pastors, whose contact information is on the back cover of this folder; 3)
stop and chat with one of the pastors after worship today. We would love to help you learn more
about Jesus and what he has done for you to forgive your sins and take away the sting of death!

Regular Sunday Schedule Resumes Next Week

On April 16, we will return to our regular Sunday schedule of worship at 8:00 & 10:30 am and
Bible Study and Sunday School (for grade 3K-6) at 9:15 am. Coed Volleyball will also return at
2:00-5:00 pm in the gym. New people are always welcome at any of these events.

In Your Easter Bonnet

With everyone dressed in their new Easter outfits, now would be a good time to take a new
family photo. You can use the flowers at the front of the church as a background. Then, when
you have time, email your to churchoffice@stpaulswr.org, so we can add it to our church
directory.

Preschool Moms Group Meets on Saturday April 15| 10:00 AM

St. Paul’'s Moms Group will be meeting for the first time on Saturday, April 15 at 10:00 am in
room 1102. Come hear a devotion and meet some great moms who have children from infant-
preschool age. See what we are all about including information on our meetings and the other
monthly activities we have planned for 2023. Kids are welcome at this meeting. If you are unable
to come to this meeting, but you are interested in future meetings, please contact Carole Melso
(cmelso@stpaulswr.org) or Kellie Jensen (kjensen@stpaulswr.org) or call 715-421-3634 ext. 119
to be added to the contact list.
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Sign Up for 3K April 18 | 4:30-6:00 PM

Learn more about St. Paul’s 3-year-old kindergarten during an
open house on Tuesday, April 18 from 4:30 to 6:00 pm. Tour the
facility, visit the classroom, meet the teachers, and ask
questions. Cookies and refreshments will served. Hope to see
you there.

ST. PAUL'S PRESCHOOL
3K OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, April 18
4:30-6:00 PM

(*:”._“\ﬂ

Planning Your Christian Funeral April 13| 6:30 pm

Don’t leave decisions about your funeral to your grieving family. Come to Pastor Proeber
presentation on the Christian funeral this Thursday, April 13 at 6:30 pm during the Willing
Workers meeting. Your funeral is a chance to share the Gospel message with your loved ones.
What hymns will be sung? What readings will be read? Get the planning process started. Bring
a spouse or friend for this presentation.

uarterly Voters’ Meetin April 17| 6:30 pm
y 8

Budgets are a necessary part of being good stewards of the resources that God’s provides our
church. At our voters’ meeting on Monday. April 17, we will be approving the budget for the next
fiscal year (July 2023-June 2024). Please check your mail slot for a packet of board reports.

April Family Fun Night April 21| 5:30 pm

Bring a friend to our next Family Fun Night on Friday, April 21. The gym will be open from 5:30-
8:30 pm. You can chat with friends and play board games or cards in the cafeteria. Pizza will be
served. You can bring a snack to share if you like. This event is not just for everyone, not just
families with children. Get to know other in our church family.

Help Still Needed For Before School Care

With Mrs. Proeber going on maternity leave soon, we are in need of someone to help with before
school care - 7:00-8:30 am on school days. This is a paid position or you can volunteer. If you
are able to help in this way, please contact Mrs. Carole Melso at cmelso@stpaulswr.org or 715-
421-3634 ext. 1119.

Dare to Lead April 24-25

Wish you had gone to the Leadership Conference in January? St. Mark in Green Bay is holding
at 2-day leadership event on April 24-25. Keynotes will be on growing a healthy church in a
hostile culture, plus there are many breakout sessions from which to choose. For more info, visit
StMarkMinistries.com/D2L.
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Mission Rally in Stratford April 15

Hear about how WELS Institutional Ministry is shining the light of God’s love in the dark places
like prison, mental health facilities, and hospice care units. Come to the spring mission rally
being held at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Stratford on Saturday, April 15 from 9:00-noon.

8th graders Invited to WELS Youth Night April 23 | 5:45 pm

On Sunday, April 23, the third area "WELS Youth Night" will be held at Northland Lutheran
High School from 5:45-8:30 pm. A new feature this time is that our gathering is also open to
graduating 8th graders. Youth who attend will experience an inspiring evening of games, music,
prayer, Bible message, small group discussion, and fun with high school youth in our area. Pizza
will be provided! The goal is that our youth see they are not alone, and to be encouraged to
enjoy the faith they share with others. This event is free; teens are encouraged to invite a friend.

Are You a History Buff? April 17| 6:30 pm

The WELS Historical Institute has two events planned for June. The first is a presentation on
the history of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Milwaukee and how Grace played a
significant role in the formation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. This takes place
at Grace on Sunday, June 11 at 2:00 pm, but can also be viewed on Vimeo. The second is a tour
of the West Granville Cemetery, one of the oldest cemeteries in Milwaukee, on Saturday, June
17 at 9:30 am. For more details on these events, visit WELS.net/events/.

Scan Receipts for Field Trips

So far this year, our school has earned $118.40 for field trips through the Box Tops for Education
program. You no longer have to clip and save box tops, rather you scan your grocery receipts.
The app automatically finds qualifying products and gives our school credit. Learn more at
www.boxtops4education.com.
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Calendar April 9-16

Sunday 7:00 AM Easter Sunday Worship
8:00 AM Easter Breakfast
9:30 AM Easter Sunday Worship

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM  Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM  Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:30 PM Willing Workers in the cafeteria

Saturday 10:00 AM  St. Paul’s Moms Group in Room 1102

Sunday 8:00 AM  Worship

9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria

9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room

915 AM  Sunday School for 3K thru 6™ grade
10:30 AM  Worship

2:00 PM Coed Volleyball in the gym

Attendance & Offering Report
Last Week’s Attendance: 265

Anticipated offerings YID: $ 710,585
Actual offerings YTD: $ 622,156

Upcoming Events

Apr. 15 ~ LWMS Mission Rally in Stratford
Apr. 17 ~ Quarterly Voters’ Meeting

Apr. 18 ~ 3K Open House

Apr. 21 ~ Family Fun Night

y!
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