
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE EMPTY TOMB FILLS OUR LIVES  

WITH PROVEN PEACE 

Second Sunday of Easter

“Peace be with you!” 

- John 20:19 
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

April 4, 2024 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
In most world religions, the alleged foundational event was experienced by only 
one person. A self-proclaimed prophet would allege he alone had some special 
encounter with God. “No really! Just trust me. It really happened.” The 
resurrection reality is so very different. In the Great Resurrection Chapter (1 
Corinthians 15), St. Paul writes an entire paragraph listing all the people to 

whom Jesus appeared after he rose, including a group of over five hundred at one time. It is like 
St. Paul is telling skeptics, “You don’t need to take my word for it. Hundreds of us saw Jesus back 
from the dead.” 

The proof of Jesus’ resurrection brought peace and strength to those early believers. They knew 
there was more to their existence than just their time on earth. They knew the reality that eternal 
life was theirs, a gift from their living Lord. It gave them incredible joy and courage. May the 
resurrection reality give us the same. 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 14 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.   

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Lucas Proeber; Organist Kristi Perry; Offering Music Josie Avery  

Acknowledgements 
The Service (narrated version) from Christian Worship. Setting Two from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, 
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 
Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern 
Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  
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The Service: Setting Two 
 
Our plan for worship today is different than what we normally do. We are going to walk through 
The Service: the set of words and actions we use when we gather for the main worship experience 
of the week. This is to help everyone better understand our worship: what we do and why we do it. 
 
“Worship” means to adore and praise God, and the highest praise a Christian can offer God is to 
proclaim what God has done for us in Christ. In public worship, ministers and people say and 
sing that God forgives our sins and the sins of the world for Jesus’ sake. Everything we do in 
worship involves us with the gospel. In turn, the gospel reminds us that worship is not about 
what we do for God, but what he has done for us. The main reason we gather together is to 
receive the gifts of God through his Word and Sacraments. 
  
To aid in receiving those gifts, all Christians follow a pattern of worship. We get a glimpse of the 
early Church’s order in Acts 2: “They continued to hold firmly to the apostles’ teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of the bread, and to the prayers.” Our worship follows a similar form. 
  
We worship in an orderly way so that everyone may hear and understand the gospel without 
being distracted. We repeat the most important gospel truths so that they are embedded in our 
minds and hearts. Variety also helps us review the many facets of the gospel. We adopt and 
adapt ancient and widespread practices of the Church to remember the gospel unity we have with 
all believers across the world and throughout time. We proclaim the message of Christ in 
language, music, art, and symbolism which touch our hearts but do not distract from the gospel. 
  
The Service can be found in this service folder and on the worship screens. If you would like to use 
today as an opportunity to further familiarize yourself with the hymnal, you can find The Service: 
Setting Two on page 172. You will need the service folder to follow along with the explanations. 
The Service begins with a hymn which often directs our attention to the focus of that day’s 
worship. The hymn brings us together as a worshiping congregation and may even brush away a 
few cobwebs from tired brains and scratchy voices. Please join to sing the opening hymn. 
 

Hymn 464 I Am Content! My Jesus Lives Again 
 

Gathering 
Worship begins with the word and sign of baptism. The word of baptism is “In the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” which was spoken over us as we were baptized with 
water. The sign is the cross we received at our baptism: “Receive the sign of the cross on the head 
and heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.” We come before God in worship 
rejoicing that we have been covered by Christ’s righteous robes. We say, “Amen,” a word of 
agreement—we believe these words and all they communicate to us.  
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During Easter, we also include an Easter greeting. This points us back to the source of baptism’s 
power: “Baptism now saves you…through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21). 
  
We relive our baptism in Confession as we drown our sinful nature and receive the life-renewing 
work of the Spirit. We confess to God and one another that we were born in sin and that we sin 
every day. With one voice, we plead for forgiveness for the sake of Jesus. The words we speak 
become so familiar that we might even be able to repeat them from memory throughout our daily 
lives. In these words we also proclaim to one another what we believe about sin and grace. 
  
The minister then absolves us—he forgives our sins. The Absolution is one of the simplest forms 
of gospel proclamation in our worship. The minister forgives us not on his own, but as a servant 
of Christ whom we and the Spirit have called to speak the words of God to us. We can hear these 
words with confidence; Jesus said to his apostles on the first Easter evening night: “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. Whenever you forgives people’s sins, they are forgiven” (John 20:22-23). Again we say: 
“Amen” as a united response of belief that our sins truly are forgiven. For today, you may remain 
seated as we remember and relive our baptisms. 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Confession 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not 
loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, 
my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I 
pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



5 

Prayer often introduced Old Testament worship; the early Christians continued the custom of 
beginning their worship with a responsive prayer; we do the same. The pastor invites us to pray, 
and we respond: “Lord, have mercy.” As we gather to hear the Word and receive the sacrament, 
we ask God to keep all believers in his grace and protect us by his mercy.  
 
Both the responsive prayer and the song that follows include alternate titles: “Kyrie” is Greek for 
“Lord” and “Gloria in excelsis” is Latin for “Glory in the highest.” The ancient titles remind us 
that Christians have sung these songs for centuries. These two song texts and three others which 
we will identify later are from a set of songs called the Ordinary. The words of these five songs 
“ordinarily” repeat the most important teachings of the gospel. 
  
Glory Be to God on High combines three ancient hymns. You’ll recognize the first as the song 
the angels sang on the fields of Bethlehem. This hymn proclaims Jesus Christ as the center of 
God’s plan to save the world. We sing it often because it is worth remembering. During the more 
somber season of Lent, congregations usually omit or replace this song. During Easter and for 
other festive occasions, other hymns of praise might be utilized. 
 
Stand 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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Tune: Marty Haugen  © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 
Be seated 

 

The Word 
 
In the early church, hearing the Word and receiving the Sacrament were separated into two 
different services with a time for fellowship in between. Each service began with a greeting. The 
minister said, “The Lord be with you.” The people responded, “And also with you.”  
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We’ll see this greeting again at the beginning of the communion service. When the early 
Christians “continued to hold firmly to the apostles’ teaching,” they were eager to hear about the 
words and works of Jesus. The apostles were the Savior’s eyewitnesses. The Service follows that 
pattern: it builds to the words and works of Jesus in a reading from one of the four gospels.  
 
A unique feature of our order of service is what we call the Proper: a set of readings, prayers, 
psalms, and hymns that focus on the main truth of the day’s Gospel. As the truth in the Gospel 
changes from service to service, so does the Proper. The Gospel accounts and their Proper are 
guided by the Christian Church Year. Over the centuries, churches developed a plan to review 
Christ’s words and works every year. We divide the calendar into two parts: the Time of Christ 
and the Time of the Church. The Time of Christ runs between late November and May. It focuses 
on the main events of Jesus’ life through the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and 
Easter. It ends with the Day of Pentecost and the Sunday of the Holy Trinity. The Time of the 
Church focuses on words Jesus spoke during his ministry to guide us in our lives of faith. 
  
The Proper begins with the Prayer of the Day. The minister invites the people to bring this 
prayer to God by saying, “Let us pray.” The prayer requests the blessings that are going to be 
given in the readings and the sermon on this day. 
  
There are three readings in The Service. The First Reading is usually from the Old Testament. It 
helps us see that the words and works of Jesus were promised and applied even before he came to 
earth. In the Easter season, this reading comes from the book of Acts, as we see the resurrection 
work in the hearts and lives of the apostles. Worshipers take part in the reading by responding to 
the minister’s sentence: “The Word of the Lord.” Worshipers say with joy: “Thanks be to God.” 
  
The Book of Psalms was the hymnal of the Old Testament; it is filled with praise to God’s great 
love. The Psalm of the Day matches the Gospel’s theme and aids worshipers in taking their turn 
to declare what God has done. The Second Reading is from a New Testament letter (epistle). It 
also builds on the theme of the day’s Gospel. Again worshipers respond with thanks after hearing 
the Word of the Lord. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray.  
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. 
Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance 
of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading Acts 18:1–11 

Paul received peace from the Lord when he was reminded that God would always be with him. 
1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he found a Jew named Aquila, a 

native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius 
had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them. 3 Because he had the same 
occupation, he stayed and worked with them, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4 Every 
Sabbath he led a discussion in the synagogue, trying to persuade both Jews and Greeks. 

5 When Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was entirely devoted to 
preaching the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 6 But when they opposed 
Paul and slandered him, he shook out his clothes and said to them, “Your blood be on your 
own heads! I am innocent. From now on, I will go to the Gentiles!” 

7 He left that place and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshipper of 
God, whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, believed in 
the Lord, together with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians, when they heard, 
believed and were baptized. 

9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid, but keep on speaking, 
and do not be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one will lay a hand on you to harm you, 
because I have many people in this city.” 11 He stayed there a year and six months, teaching the 
word of God among them. (EHV®) 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 118A This is the Day the LORD Has Made 
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The LORD is my strength and / my defense; 
    he has become my sal- / vation. 
The LORD’s right hand is / lifted high; 
    the LORD’s right hand has done / mighty things! 
I will not / die but live, 
    and will proclaim what the / LORD has done.   Refrain 
  
I will give you thanks, for you / answered me; 
    you have become my sal- / vation. 
The stone the builders re- / jected 
    has become the / cornerstone; 
the LORD has / done this, 
    and it is marvelous / in our eyes. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass. Tune: Marty Haugen. Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Text: © 1969 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903. Tune: © 1983 GIA 
Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903. Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 719903 

 
Second Reading 1 John 1:1–4 

Jesus appeared to John; John passed his eyewitness account on to us; we are at peace and in 
fellowship with God. 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have observed and our hands have touched regarding the Word of Life— 2 the 
life appeared, and we have seen it. We testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was 
with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We are proclaiming what we have seen and heard 
also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us. Our fellowship is with the Father and his 
Son Jesus Christ. 4 We write these things to you so that our joy may be complete. (EHV®) 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The Gospel is the highlight of the Word section. In the eyewitness accounts of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, or John, we hear what Jesus has said and done to save us from sin, Satan, death, and hell. 
We stand to honor Jesus. In the Gospel Acclamation we offer our alleluias; we sing “Praise the 
Lord.” The acclamation includes a verse which sums up the day’s theme. While not all churches 
have a Children’s Message, we have one as a way to highlight the theme in a simple way. Children 
get to understand the gospel, and adults are often appreciative of the simplicity of this message. 
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Following that is the Hymn of the Day. It is chosen specifically to match the theme of the Gospel 
and is often one of the best hymns in our hymnal. We draw the practice of singing hymns from 
Martin Luther, who is considered by many to be the father of the congregational song. Hymns 
put the gospel on the voices of everyone in worship. Though some may be more difficult to sing, 
these hymns are rich in doctrinal content and are worth getting to know. 
 
Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation John 20:29 

 
Blessed are those who / have not seen 
and yet / have believed.   Refrain 

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Gospel John 20:19–31 

Jesus brings peace to the troubled hearts of his disciples by appearing to them. 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked 

doors because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, 
“Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am also 
sending you.” 22 After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not forgive 
them, they are not forgiven.” 

24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the 
mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

26 After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it into 
my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.” 

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
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29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed.” 

30 Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not 
written in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (EHV®) 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Hymn of the Day 444 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 
 
There is no sermon today, but that doesn’t mean it’s not important. After careful preparation and 
study, the servant of the Lord explains and applies one of the day’s three readings. He proclaims 
law and gospel in light of Jesus’ words and works. He exposes sin, announces forgiveness, and 
encourages our fruitful response. He shares with us the words of God that he himself believes. 
We thank God for preaching that speaks for God and touches our minds and hearts! 
  

The sermon is the last part of the Proper for the day. In prayers, psalms, hymns, readings, and 
the preached Word we have devoted ourselves to the words and works of Jesus recorded in the 
Gospel. At this point we stand to speak the Creed and confess that we believe what we have 
heard in the Word about the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Creed is the third song text of the 
historic Ordinary—it is derived from the Latin word “Credo,” which means “I believe.” Like the 
“Kyrie” and “Gloria,” the “Credo” was sung for centuries; today our custom is to speak it.  
 
Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

Fellowship 

As we noted earlier, the first Christians paused after hearing the Word, often to share a meal. 
They also offered prayers for one another. The Prayer of the Church enables us to practice 
Christian fellowship by praying for all sorts of people in all kinds of circumstances. We include 
members who are enduring trouble or enjoying special times. The prayer may have a number of 
intercessions, so worshipers are seated. 
  

The Lord calls us to be wise and generous in how we manage his gift of money. That includes our 
support of gospel ministry, both here and around the world. We plan our gifts at home and may 
even give digitally. Including the Offering in worship helps us remember that we give our 
offerings to the Lord. We also use this time to fill out Connect Cards so that spiritual leaders can 
know we have been cared for through Word and Sacrament. Music during the offering connects 
with the day’s theme. The offering is also when minister and members prepare for the Sacrament. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
Each petition of the prayer will be prayed and then concluded in this way: 
 

…Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer.  
 
The final petition of the prayer will be concluded in this way: 
 

…who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Prayers This Week 
† For Peter & Lauren Plagenz who were blessed with a baby boy, Gideon Michael  

† For Matt Brock as he awaits a call for his kidney transplant, and for his family as they prepare to 

help with his recovery   

† For Pastor Proeber as her deliberates calls to First Lutheran Church in La Crescent, MN (sole 

pastor) and to Trinity Lutheran Church in Watertown, WI (associate pastor). 

†    

†  

†  
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Offering 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message 
of Jesus. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page. 

Musical Offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sacrament 
 
The second main section of The Service begins the same way we began the Word section. The 
minister says, “The Lord be with you,” and worshipers return his greeting: “And also with you.” 
The words that follow are found in Christian orders of service already in the third century. As 
believers “continued to hold firmly to the apostles’ teaching,” they carefully imitated the actions 
of the first holy meal as the apostles remembered them. With few exceptions, we do the same. 
  

As we lift our hearts to the Lord, the minister invites us to give thanks as Jesus did. The fourth 
canticle of the Ordinary is Holy, Holy, Holy, “Sanctus” in Latin. The words lead us into God’s 
throne room as Isaiah saw it with wonder and awe. From there we go to Palm Sunday and praise 
Jesus who is coming to us in the sacrament. We sing “Hosanna”—Hebrew for, “Save us, Lord.”  

The Prayer of Thanksgiving is new to us. Martin Luther removed it since it was filled with false 
teaching, but Lutherans have since crafted prayers that are faithful to Scripture. The Prayer of 
Thanksgiving ends with the Lord’s Prayer, which was offered here since the time of the apostles. 

Stand 

 

Questions for Examination  
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness? 
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me? 
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament? 
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life? 
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?  
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.  
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Preface CW 183 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen © 1984, 1985, 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing 
sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored 
everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 
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Tune: Marty Haugen © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 
from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  

 
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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We now recall the words and actions Jesus used on the night he instituted this holy meal through 
the Words of Institution. These words of consecration, along with the distribution of the 
elements and their reception by communicants, are the critical elements of the sacrament. We 
believe that we receive the true body and blood of Christ under the bread and wine when the 
elements are consecrated, distributed, and received. 
 

With the peace of the Lord on our minds and hearts, we join in the last song of the Ordinary,      
O Christ, Lamb of God or “Agnus Dei,”— “Lamb of God” in Latin. We are not surprised that 
believers have sung these words for centuries: “have mercy on us” and “grant us your peace.”  
 

We approach the altar full of confident joy. As we receive the elements they are identified as 
Christ’s true body and blood, given and shed for the forgiveness of sins. The minister then bids us 
to “Go in peace,” believing in the blessing we have received from Christ. Hymns sung during the 
distribution may focus on the theme of the day or highlight the truths of the Supper. 

 
Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 



18 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 
Be seated 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn 456 O Sons and Daughters of the King 
 

Distribution Hymn 661 Draw Near and Take the Body of Your Lord 
 
The day’s worship comes to an end with thanksgiving, proclamation, and prayer, all of which are 
rooted in the Scriptures. Before we depart, we receive the Blessing. The Triune God confers on us 
his blessing, grace, and peace. One last time we exclaim: “Amen.” 
  

The Service has provided us with opportunities to remember our baptisms, hear the Word of God, 
and receive the Sacrament. These are the means of grace the Holy Spirit uses to call, gather, 
enlighten, and sanctify the whole Christian Church on earth. As ministers, musicians, artists, 
and worshipers, we do our best to wrap the gospel in fitting words, beautiful music, meaningful 
symbols, and lovely buildings that touch our hearts, but what is most important is that the 
gospel has been proclaimed. We came to worship for the gospel and with that gospel we depart to 
serve and witness. The closing hymn typically calls us to service or draws our eyes heavenward, 
as we wait for Jesus to take us home. 
 
Stand 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Hymn 511 Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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News & Announcements 
 

Hear about Pastor Proeber’s Calls April 7 | 9:15 AM 

Today during our Family Bible Hour, Pastor Proeber will share information about the two calls 
that he received: to serve as sole pastor to First Lutheran Church in La Crescent, MN and to 
serve as associate pastor to Trinity Lutheran Church in Watertown. Of course, his third call is 
to remain as associate pastor at our church. Come to the cafeteria around 9:15 am. to listen, ask 
questions, and express your opinions.  

What Makes You Special? April 14 | 9:15-10:15 AM 

You’ve been asked that throughout your life whether in job interviews, at team tryouts, or during 
courtship. The world would have us look inward to find the answer to that question. However, 
the Bible—and specifically the book of 1 Peter—helps remind us that our specialness does not 
come from within; it comes from the God who chose us to be his own. Beginning 
next Sunday, April 14, our Sunday Bible Study will work through the letter of 1 
Peter under the theme “As God’s Chosen People.” We will answer questions 
about what it means to be chosen by God and what the lives of God’s chosen 
people look like. First Peter is a book that is filled with plenty of applicable 
material, as well as some of the most beautiful doctrine-rich verses in the entire 
Bible. No matter what stage of life you are in, we hope you can join us in the 
cafeteria next Sunday. 

Spring Connect Group Start in One Week  

Our Spring Connect Groups will begin the week of April 14 and run for six weeks. The groups 
meet at different days, times, and places. Meetings usually take about 1-1/2 hours, take-home 
questions from the bulletin are discussed, and there is time for fellowship. See the Ministry Table 
to learn more about each group and to sign up. We can always use more hosts. If you are 
interested in hosting, please contact Pastor Proeber (pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org) or Judy 
Stensberg (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org). Connect Groups help you get to know other people as 
you grow in your faith. We hope you will join a group. 

Evening Service this Wednesday April 10 | 6:30 PM  

We are holding a Compline service this Wednesday, April 10 at 6:30 pm. 
Compline derives its name from a Latin word that means completion. This 
service is a time of quietness and rest when the day is complete. The focus 
is on peace with God as we are assured of his forgiveness through the 
Word of God and the Lord’s Supper. 



21 

Attention First Responders and Military Veterans!  

Are you looking to connect with other Christian Warriors? Bring a friend 
for a morning workshop and lunch on Saturday, April 20 at Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in New Berlin. Pastor Phil Henselin, a police 
and fire chaplain, and Pastor Justin Shrum, Navy veteran and law 
enforcement chaplain, will speak on: “Moral Injury: Resilience and 
Resolution” and “Trained for War and Peace”. This event is co-sponsored 
by Lutheran Military Support Group and Institutional Ministries 
(www.im.life). For more information and for registration, please visit 
www.LutheranMilitary.org.  

Senior Social this Wednesday April 10 | 2:00 PM 

Anyone who considers themselves a senior is invited to the monthly Senior Social. Come to the 
Resource Center this Wednesday, April 10, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. Enjoy conversation and fun 
with other senior Christians. 

Family Fun Night in April April 18 | 5:00 PM 

Family Fun Night is a chance to enjoy more time with your church and school family. People of 
all ages and stages are encouraged to bring games or to make use of the gym. You will meet 
singles, young couples, senior citizens, children, and everything in between. We will serve pizza, 
but you are welcome to bring snacks or desserts to share. Hope you can attend. 

Turn in Your Mite Box 

We are accepting mission donations for the Spring LWMS Rally through April 14. Your 
donations will be delivered to the rally. This offering will be divided among the Central Africa 
Medical Mission, the Asia One Team, and the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) 
national office. The Wisc. River Valley Spring Mission Rally will be at St. Peter in Schofield on 
April 20 from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. The featured speaker is Cathy Duncan, who has worked with 
Hindu and Muslim people in South Asia. 

Handbell Festival in Weyauwega April 13-14 

Next Saturday, our handbell choir will join others from the region for a 
day of fellowship, learning, and rehearsals at St. Peter Lutheran Church 
in Weyauwega. In addition to our adult handbells, fourteen students 
from St. Paul’s Lutheran School will be attending. Everyone will perform 
as part of one or more mass handbell choirs in the Handbell Festival 
Concert on Sunday, April 14 at 2:00 pm.  
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Host a Foreign Student for Next School Year  

Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) is looking for several families who would open their 
hearts and homes to a student who is far from home. You would receive a stipend for the 
student’s room and board, as well as new experiences, warm memories, and often lifetime 
friendships. The bonus is that NLHS is able to share Jesus with these students.  Call or email if 
you are interested in this unique opportunity: 715-359-3400 or nlhsoffice@nlhs.org. 

Join Our Walk for Life Team May 4 | 10:00 am 

One of our church members, Greg Paul, is putting together a team for the local Walk for Life on 
Saturday, May 4. This run/walk is a fundraiser for the First Choice Pregnancy Resource Center 
in Wisconsin Rapids. The course is the loop around Lake Wazeecha (about 4 miles with an 
optional 1 mile turnaround.) Whether you would like to be a part of Greg’s team or just donate, 
visit www.firstchoiceprc.org/walkforlife and click on “Sign Me Up!!” Be sure to select “Greg Paul” 
as your team. If you have any questions, please contact Greg at gregorystevenpaul@yahoo.com 
or 715-424-0449.  

Nerf War at Youth Night April 28 | 5:45 pm 

Teens in grades 8-12 are invited to the next regional WELS Youth Night on Sunday, April 28. 
Enjoy time in God’s Word, fellowship with other teens, pizza, and a Nerf war! WELS 
membership is not required, and teens are welcome to bring friends. This fun event takes place 
at Northland Lutheran High School.  To register, look for “WELS Youth Night” link under the 
“What’s Happening” tab of our website (stpaulswr.org). 

Fancy Schmancy Dinner at Camp Phillip June 1 

Camp Phillip in Wautoma will hold a Fancy Schmancy Dinner on June 1. This is an evening filled 
with generosity and giggles, all in support of a fantastic cause. Indulge in appetizers while you 
peruse the silent auction. There will be a delightful dinner with a brief program. Plus, all 
proceeds will go toward installing a mini golf course. Don't miss out — reserve your spot at 
www.campphillip.com/fancyschmancyfundraiser. 

From the Mountaintops June 25-28 

The WELS International Youth Rally will be held in Fort Collins, 
Colorado this summer.  The rally features two keynote presentations, 
group worship, many breakout sessions to choose from, and 
recreational opportunities. There is an early bird discount if you register 
by April 30, plus attendees will receive some funds from the church to 
cover expenses. If interested, please contact our Staff Minister, Randy 
Pahl (rpahl@stpaulswr.org).  
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Calendar April 7-April 14 

 
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Listening Session in the cafeteria  
 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th 
 10:30 AM Worship  
        

Monday 1:00 PM Pastor’s Circuit Meeting in Resource Center 
  

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
 6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center 
  

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service  
 2:00 PM Senior Social in the Resource Center    
 5:30 PM Handbell Practice in the balcony 
 6:30 PM Compline Service 
 7:00 PM  Bible Book Group in the Resource Center 
  

Thursday  7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
   

Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th 
 10:30 AM Worship/ K-2 Singing 
 2:00 PM Handbell Festival Concert in Weyauwega  
 

Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance: 378  
 

Next Sunday 
Theme: The Empty Tomb Fills Our Lives 

with a Meaningful Message 
Readings: Acts 3:11-20; 1 John 1:5-2:2; Luke 24:36-49 
 

Upcoming Events 
Apr. 14 Spring Connect Groups Begin 
Apr. 18 Family Fun Night 
Apr. 20 LWMS Mission Rally in Schofield 
Apr. 21 Together We Shine at NLHS 
Apr. 28 Voters’ Meeting 
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