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Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
Pick any head of state: the president, a prime minister, a king. Hopefully, they care 
about the people over whom they have  authority. But even if they care, they live and 
operate above the people. The British royals live in a palace, not a three-bedroom 
ranch. The President does not fly coach. He sits in a recliner on Air Force One. There’s 

nothing wrong with this. Those offices are worthy of high respect. The point is these rulers live 
and operate above us. If a thief is breaking into your home, call 911 and see if your governor 
shows up. Your governor doesn’t even know your name! But, cut him some slack. He is only 
human.

Jesus is not. Jesus is the King of kings, God and man in one person. He knows you intimately. 
More! He is willing to do absolutely anything necessary to serve and protect you. We see that 
this Holy Week. It begins with Jesus riding a donkey colt into Jerusalem—as the prophet 
foretold. As this week nears its end, Jesus is given a crown of thorns. He carries a cross out of 
Jerusalem and is nailed to it. Placed on his cross was this sign: “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the 
Jews.” The sign was partially right. Jesus is a king, just not of the Jews. He’s our King, infinitely 
mightier than any ruler in history, while also being infinitely humbler. King Jesus has come to 
save us. Those other heads of state can serve as blessings. But this is the greater type of king that 
we need most. 
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Palm Sunday Procession with Palms

Those who wish to join the procession gather in the Welcome Center and receive palm branches.                         
The minister will begin the service at the entry of the worship space and lead the procession.

Stand
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Dear friends in Christ, during the weeks of Lent we have been preparing to commemorate our 
Lord’s suffering, death, and resurrection. Today we come together to begin the solemn journey 
of Holy Week. Christ entered in triumph into his own city to complete his work as our Savior 
and to gain for us the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. We follow him in faith and praise 
him with joy.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord.

The pastors lead the procession as the hymn is sung. After you place your palm branch at the foot of the central 
cross, please be seated.

Hymn 412 All Glory, Laud, and Honor
1 All glory, laud, and honor 

to you, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children 

made sweet hosannas ring. 
You are the King of Israel 

and David’s royal Son,
now in the Lord’s name coming, 

our King and Blessèd One.

2 All glory, laud, and honor 
to you, Redeemer, King,

to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring.

The company of angels 
is praising you on high,

and we with all creation 
in chorus make reply.



4

3 All glory, laud, and honor 
to you, Redeemer, King,

to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring.

The people of the Hebrews 
with palms before you went;

our praise and prayer and anthems 
before you we present.

4 All glory, laud, and honor 
to you, Redeemer, King,

to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring.

To you before your passion 
they sang their hymns of praise;

to you, now high exalted, 
our melody we raise.

5 All glory, laud, and honor 
to you, Redeemer, King,

to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring.

As you received their praises, 
accept the prayers we bring,

O Source of ev’ry blessing, 
our good and gracious King.

Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; Theodulph of Orleans, c. 762–821. Text: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. 

We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your 
Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and palms in his 
path, so may we always hail him as our King and follow him with perfect confidence; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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First Reading Zechariah 9:9-10

The King God provided was promised to bring peace and rule with gentleness.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 24H Let the LORD Enter; He Is the King of Glory

The earth is the LORD’s, and every- / thing in it, 
   the world, and all who / live in it;
for he founded it / on the seas 
   and established it on the / waters.
Who may ascend the mountain / of the LORD? 
   Who may stand in his / holy place?
The one who has clean hands and a / pure heart,
   they will receive blessing from God their / Savior.    Refrain
 

Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you / ancient doors, 
   that the King of glory / may come in.
Who is this King of / glory? 
   The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in / battle.
Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you / ancient doors, 
   that the King of glory / may come in.
Who is he, this King of / glory? 
   The LORD Almighty—he is the King of / glory.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
   and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
Tune: Richard T. Proulx. Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903. Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 719903. Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Second Reading Philippians 2:5–11

Our King is greater than all; he is also humbler than all.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choir Anthem Hosanna!

Stand

Gospel Matthew 21:1–11

The King God has provided rides humbly into the royal city of Jerusalem.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 411 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
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Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way:
 
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
 
The final petition will end this way:
 
...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like 
an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering Hosanna in the Highest

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 

Special Prayers This Week
† Thanksgiving for Chick Oestreich’s successful heart surgery 
† Sharon Strehlau is having shoulder replacement surgery on Apr. 6
† We called Mr. Andrew Van Weele to serve as our principal and Mrs. Debbie Hansen to serve as our 1st-

2nd grade teacher.
† Protection for military troops in the Middle East and Ukraine
† For the families and school staff affected by the school shooting in Nashville.
†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   
†  

 

 

†



8

The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 165

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift 
of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame 
us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 
from eternal death all who believe in you.
 
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 659 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior

Distribution Hymn 534 Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus

Stand
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 414 No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet
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Take Home Questions

1. Reread the First Lesson from Zechariah, especially verse 9. Then, reread the Gospel in 
Matthew 21, especially verse 5. Read Isaiah 62:11 as well. What do you notice about 
Matthew’s quotation of Zechariah’s prophecy? For what reasons might the Holy Spirit have 
led Matthew to write what he did?

2. Agree or Disagree? The crowds in Matthew 21 fully understood who Jesus was and what he 
came to do. What in the reading leads you to that answer? 

a. What is your understanding of Jesus? Who do you believe Jesus to be? What leads you 
to believe that? In what ways is that belief seen in your life?

3. The reading from Philippians 2 proclaims Jesus to be the one exalted above all the earth. 
According to these verses, why is Jesus exalted by the Father? In what ways do you see that 
humility on display in the events of Palm Sunday and the rest of Holy Week?

4. Read Psalm 24, the appointed Psalm for today, in its entirety. Does Jesus fit the description 
of the King of Glory from these verses? In what ways does Philippians 2 help us understand 
Jesus’ identity as the King of Glory? 
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
Jonah: The Grumpiest Missionary
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM.
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Today’s the deadline  

Today is the last day to put in an order for NPH books or Easter flowers. Both displays can be 
found in the Welcome Center. It is also the last day to bring in mite box donations for the LWMS 
mission rally.

Help Needed for Easter Breakfast  

Easter Breakfast has become a tradition at St. Paul’s. Volunteers are needed to set up, to clean 
up, and to serve. Donations of food are also needed.  Please see the signup sheets on the Ministry 
Table for ways you can help.

Preparing for Good Friday April 6 | 6:45 pm  

Volunteers are needed on Holy Thursday to set up the church for Good Friday. The work, which 
includes covering windows, will start right after the late service at around 6:45 pm.

Decorating for Easter April 8 | 9:00 am 

On Saturday, you can help decorate the church. The work begins at 9:00 am and includes taking 
down the Good Friday window coverings, putting up pew candles, arranging the live plants, and 
placing other decorations. There are tasks for all talents and abilities.

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Holy Thursday ~ 4:00 & 6:00 PM

Good Friday ~ 12:10 & 6:00 PM

Easter Sunday ~ 7:00 & 9:30 PM

Easter Sunday Breakfast served 8:00 to 9:30 AM
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Preschool Moms Group Starting April 15 | 10:00 AM

St. Paul’s Moms Group will be meeting for the first time on Saturday, April 15 at 10:00 am in 
room 1102. Come hear a devotion and meet some great moms who have children from infant- 
preschool age. See what we are all about including information on our meetings and the other 
monthly activities we have planned for 2023. Kids are welcome at this meeting. If you are unable 
to come to this meeting, but you are interested in future meetings, please contact Carole Melso 
(cmelso@stpaulswr.org) or Kellie Jensen (kjensen@stpaulswr.org) or call 715-421-3634 ext. 1119 
to be added to the contact list. 

3K Open House April 18 | 4:30-6:00 PM

Learn more about St. Paul’s 3-year-old kindergarten during an 
open house on Tuesday, April 18 from 4:30 to 6:00 pm. Tour the 
facility, visit the classroom, meet the teachers, and ask 
questions. Cookies and refreshments will served. Hope to see 
you there.

Help Still Needed For Before School Care
With Mrs. Proeber going on maternity leave soon, we are in need of someone to help in with 
before school care – 7:00-8:30 am on school days. This is a paid position or you can volunteer. If 
you are able to help in this way, please contact Mrs. Carole Melso at cmelso@stpaulswr.org or 
715-421-3634 ext. 1119.

Holy Week Devotionals  

Holy Week devotionals from Martin Luther College start today. You can read them online at 
mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions.

Dare to Lead April 24-25

Wish you had gone to the Leadership Conference in January? St. Mark in Green Bay is holding 
at 2-day leadership event on April 24-25. Keynotes will be on growing a healthy church in a 
hostile culture, plus there are many breakout sessions from which to choose. For more info, visit 
StMarkMinistries.com/D2L.

Mission Rally in Stratford April 15

Hear about how WELS Institutional Ministry is shining the light of God’s love in the dark places 
like prison, mental health facilities, and hospice care units. Come to the spring mission rally 
being held at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Stratford on Saturday, April 15 from 9:00-noon.
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Calendar April 2-9

Sunday       8:00 AM Palm Sunday Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Palm Sunday Worship
2:00 PM Coed Volleyball in the gym

Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice in the balcony

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Unified Board Meeting Night

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
4:00 PM Holy Thursday Worship
6:00 PM Holy Thursday Worship
6:45 PM Preparing for Good Friday

Friday 12:10 PM Good Friday Worship
6:00 PM Good Friday Worship

Saturday 9:00 AM Decorating for Easter

Sunday    7:00 AM Easter Sunday Worship
8:00 AM Easter Breakfast 
9:30 AM Easter Sunday Worship

 
Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  211
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 692,820
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 552,861

Upcoming Events
Apr. 15 ~ St. Paul’s Mom’s Group
Apr. 17 ~ Quarterly Voters’ Meeting
Apr. 18 ~ 3K Open House
Apr. 21 ~ Family Fun Night
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


