
The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet 
night and peace at the last. 
Amen.

It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praise to your name,          
O Most High,

to herald your love in the morning,
your truth at the close of day.

Hymn 404 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing

Confession of Sins
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our words, in our 
deeds, and in all that we have not done. Forgive us in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Deliver and restore us, that we may rest 
in peace.

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in him we 
are forgiven. Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun, when 
we shall serve him in newness of life.
Amen.

Passion History Matthew 26:36–56
Please read the bolded portions.

36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane. He told 
his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took with 
him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and he began to be sorrowful 
and distressed. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, 
even to the point of death. Stay here, and keep watch with me.” 

39 He went a little farther, fell on his face, and prayed. He said, “My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, but 
as you will.” 40 He came to the disciples and found them sleeping. He 
said to Peter, “So, were you not able to stay awake with me for one 
hour? 41 Watch and pray, so that you do not enter into temptation. 
The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not 
possible for this cup to pass from me unless I drink it, may your will be 
done.” 43 Again he returned and found them sleeping, because their 
eyes were heavy. 44 He left them again, went away, and prayed a third 
time. He said the same words as before. 45 Then he returned to his 



disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, 
the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. 46 Rise. Let us go. Look, my betrayer is near.” 

47 While Jesus was still speaking, suddenly Judas (one of the Twelve) 
arrived. With him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, who came 
from the chief priests and elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had 
given them a sign: “The one I kiss is the man. Arrest him.” 

49 Immediately he went to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and 
kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, why are you here?” Then they 
advanced, took hold of Jesus, and arrested him. 51 Suddenly, one of the 
men with Jesus reached out his hand, drew his sword, and struck the 
servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, 
“Put your sword back into its place, because all who take the 
sword will die by the sword. 53 Do you not realize that I could call on 
my Father, and at once he would provide me with more than twelve 
legions of angels? 54 But then how would the Scriptures be fulfilled that 
say it must happen this way?”

55 At that same time Jesus said to the crowd, “Have you come out to 
arrest me with swords and clubs as if I were a robber? Day after day I 
was sitting in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. 
56 But all this has happened so that the writings of the prophets 
would be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. (EHV)

Psalm 32B How Blest Are Those
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Sermon Text Matthew 26:57–68
57 Those who had arrested Jesus led him away to Caiaphas, the high 

priest, where the experts in the law and the elders were assembled. 
58 Peter was following him at a distance and went as far as the 
courtyard of the high priest. He went inside and sat down with the 
guards to see how it would turn out.

59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false 
testimony against Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60 They 
found none, even though many false witnesses came forward. Finally 
two came forward 61 and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the 
temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’” 62 The high priest stood up 
and said to him, “Have you no answer? What is this that these men are 
testifying against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. Then the high priest 
said to him, “I place you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are 
the Christ, the Son of God!” 64 Jesus said to him, “It is as you have said. 
But I tell you, soon you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand 
of power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has spoken 
blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? See, you have just 
heard the blasphemy! 66 What do you think?” They answered, “He is 
deserving of death!” 67 Then they spit in his face and punched him. Some 
slapped him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who hit you?” (EHV)

Hymn 408 He Stood before the Court

Sermon

Connect Card and Offering

Prayer
Hear my prayer, O Lord;
listen to my cry.



Keep me as the apple of your eye;
hide me in the shadow of your wings.

In righteousness I shall see you;
when I awake, your presence will give me joy.
 
O God our Father, by your mercy and might the world turns safely into 
darkness and returns again to light. We place into your hands our 
unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, 
knowing that only what you bless will prosper. To your great love and 
protection we commit each other and all those we love, knowing that 
you alone are our sure defender; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen.

Song of Simeon
In peace, Lord, you let your servant now depart according to your 
word. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared for every people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the 
glory of your people Israel.

Let us praise the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Blessing
The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 
Spirit—bless us and keep us.
Amen.

Hymn 396 Christ, the Life of All the Living sts. 1, 5, 7
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