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Welcome To Worship ot (auds,

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here.
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find these things and
answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday

When assessing the seriousness of need, one factor is how widespread that need is. A
homeless individual needs food. During a famine, an entire nation needs food. It is
substantially easier to meet the needs of the former than the latter! The more
widespread a need, the greater the need.

When Jesus said, “No one can enter the kingdom of God,” he declared that the need for salvation
is universal. He rightly condemned humanity as a whole. There is no one on the face of the earth
who can make the case that they deserve God’s blessing. Yet, ages ago, God declared that all
nations would be blessed. God has declared his love for the world and promised he would save
the world. God’s gift of salvation is meant for all people.

Some interpret this to mean that all people will be saved in the end. This is not true. The gift of
salvation is meant for the world; however, it is received by faith. “Whoever believes in him...”
the Gospel says. However, the good news is that faith is also God’s gift, imparted through that
gospel.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 9 of this service folder or
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.

Copyright Information

Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New
International Version®, NIV®, Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship:
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.



The Service: Setting Three

Setting Three begins on page 188 of the hymnal.

Welcome
Hymn 613 The God of Abraham Praise
Join to sing following the first verse.
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1 The God of A-br’ham praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove,
2 The God of A-br'ham praise, at whose su-preme com-mand
3 The God of A-br’ham praise, whose all - suf - fi - cient grace

4 He by him-self has sworn; I on his oath de - pend.
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An - cient of ev-er - last-ing days and God of love.
from earth I rise and seek the joys at his right hand.
shall guide me all my pil - grim days in all my ways.
I shall, on ea-gle wings up-borne, to heav'n as - cend.
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Je - ho-vah,great I AM, by earth and heav’n con - fessed,
I all on earth for-sake, its wis - dom, fame, and pow’,
He deigns to call me friend; he calls him - self my God.
I shall be-hold his face; 1 shall his pow’r a - dore
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name for - ev - er blest.

and him my on -1ly por-tion make, my shield and tow’r.
And he shall save me to the end through Je - sus’ blood.
and sing the won-ders of his grace for - ev - er - more.

Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799, alt. Tune: Hebrew. Text and tune: Public domain
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Lord, Have Mercy CW 190
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In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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praise, letus pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
During the somber season of Lent, the Gloria and Alleluias are omitted. While our tones of praise are slightly

muted during our march to the Savior's cross, we look forward to welcoming back these joyful songs when we
celebrate our Lord's resurrection. The service continues with The Word.

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and
keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all
evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Genesis 12:1-8

The Lord promised that one of Abram’s descendants would be a gift for the world; the Lord also
gave Abram the gift of faith to believe the promise.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm of the Day 121D Keep Me as the Apple of Your Eye
Refrain
N & )
il — I T ; u— — I T
i AI I { | | 1
S o s
Keep me, keep me as the ap - ple of your eye.
H & )
Y =i 1 N | I—
Gite T T
ij%#—‘—did—ﬁ—‘—‘ T -
Hide me, hide me in the shad-ow of your wings.
Tone
0 &, — T 1 il
I ; e
O ol Il - |
SRS —8 ]

I lift up my eyes to the / mountains—
where does my help / come from?
My help comes / from the LORD,
the maker of heav- / en and earth.
He will not let your / foot slip—
he who watches over you will not / slumber;
indeed, he who watches over / Israel
will neither slum- / ber nor sleep. Refrain
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The LORD watches / over you—
the LORD is your shade at / your right hand;
the sun will not harm / you by day,
nor the / moon by night.
The LORD will keep you / from all harm—
he will watch o- / ver your life;
the LORD will watch over your coming and / going
both now and for- / evermore.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: Jane Marshall. Tune: © 1986 Choristers Guild. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading

Romans 4:1-5,13-17

Abraham’s example shows how salvation is not earned, but received as a gift through faith.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation
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Glo - ry and praise to you, Lord Je - sus Christ.
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Glo-ry and praise to you, Lord Je - sus Christ.

Pastor sings:
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and / only Son,

That whoever believes in him shall not perish but have e- / ternal life.

Refrain
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Gospel John 3:1-17
Jesus provides the gift of faith to Nicodemus by sharing the gospel of God’s love for the world.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
Children's Message
Hymn of the Day 570 God Loved the World So That He Gave

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen. AN
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Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card. v
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Prayer of the Church
Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way:

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

The final petition will end this way:

...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Special Prayers This Week:

e For Mr. Ryan Jaeger, who was called to serve as our principal, and for Mrs. Laura
Jaeger, who was called to serve as our 1*t -2" grade teacher.

e Freja’s sister

Elianna’s grandma & grandpa




Offering

Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of
thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone. It will
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering How Deep the Father’s Love for Us

Questions for Examination

Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?

Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?

Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
Am | a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?

If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today.
Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.

-+ == ===

The Sacrament

Stand
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We lift them up to the Lord.
n H L

@
Q

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

H 4

o I y
¥ b } I | | [
[ Fan WL I I ol & i |
AN V4 ] I & - -~
D) LA <

It is righttogivehim thanks and praise.

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift
of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame
us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of
your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us
from sin.

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made
his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law,
that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase
our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will
welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our
Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

12



Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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world; grant us, grant us peace.

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Be seated

Distribution
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Distribution Hymn 667 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared

Distribution Hymn 661 Draw Near and Take the Body of Your Lord
Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 523 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
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Take Home Questions

1. Inline with the theme God Provides a Gift for the World, John 3:17 says that God sent his
Son to save the world through him. Clearly God’s gift of salvation is meant for all people.
Although God reconciles the world to himself in Christ, not everyone will be saved, as the
teaching of universalism claims. What words and phrases in John 3 make clear how this
gift comes to all nations? For what reasons does that bring us joy?

2. Romans 4 points us away from the law and our works as a source of righteousness.
However, our sinful nature is wired to default back to these means. In what ways does this
inclination toward the law show itself in our own lives and in the history of mankind?

3. Paul taught the Romans about faith by using Abraham as an example. Review the events of
Abraham’s life in Genesis 12-24. (See especially chapters 12, 15, 18, and 22.) In what ways did
God’s promises play an integral role in his life? In what ways does this teach us about the
nature of faith?

4. In Romans 4:16 Paul points out that Abraham is the father of us all. In what ways can you
see yourself in Abraham? Make a list of as many promises of God as you can think of. Then
write a prayer asking the Holy Spirit to increase your faith in those promises.

15



News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:

Final Discussion on Transgenderism
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Family Fun Night this Friday! March 10 | 5:30-8:30
family | -
F l lN Our entire church and school family is invited to Family Fun Night this Friday

night, March 10, from 5:30 to 8:30. Enjoy board games, cards, open gym time,
nlght or just chatting with friends. Pizza will be served, but you are welcome to

bring snacks to share. You will also be able to browse the NPH bookfair. Hope
you will come!

Book Fair Opens This Week March 8-April 2

The Northwestern Publishing House Book Fair has books for children, teens, and
adults. There will be new releases and classics; books for men and books for
women; devotionals, biographies, and theological texts. You can page through OOK
the physical books before buying, plus save 20% over the online price. The book

fair will be set up in the Welcome Center on Wednesdays and Sundays - March FAI Rs

8-April 2. You can also shop the book fair at the Family Fun Night, March 10.

Jonah: The Grumpiest Missionary March 12 | 9:15-10:15 AM

If you were to ask a random person to tell you what Old Testament Bible story they know best,
you'd probably get about 5 common answers, one of which would almost certainly be the story
of the prophet Jonah. Some of the details of his story we know well; others, perhaps not as well.
But, outside of the two times readings from Jonah appear on Sunday mornings throughout our
three year reading cycle, have we taken time to consider not just the facts of Jonah's story, but
what those facts mean for us today? For example, in which people (or groups of people) do we
see ourselves? Is it important to know what kind of sea beast swallowed Jonah? What does Jonah
say that points people to Jesus? What's with the ending of Jonah leaving us hanging with an
unanswered question?

Starting on March 12, we will seek to answer those questions and many more as we begin a walk
through the book of Jonah during our Sunday morning Bible class hour. You will get to see what
it is like to dig into the original Hebrew text, while also mining the truths that God wishes to

16



communicate to you through the account of Jonah, who many call "The Grumpiest Missionary."
Curious why he has that title? Join us on March 12 to find out!

17



Share Jesus’ Resurrection with Kids

Volunteer for Easter for Kids on March 25. There are lots of ways you
can put your talents to work or just lend a hand. We still need leaders —5
for the Crafts, Music, Make-A-Snack, and Games stations. Position Y. _
descriptions can be found on the Ministry Table. All ideas, materials, _ , ™% MﬂK{

and funds will be provided. Helpers are also needed in many areas. -7/~ %"
You can sign up at the Ministry Table, or go to stpaulswr.org/easter- ’ ﬂ“‘ I'ER{NB{

for-kids and look for volunteer link near the bottom for the page.

NLHS Fundraiser this Afternoon March 5 | 12:00-3:00 PM

Enjoy a silent auction, soup cook-off, and a kid’s corner at Northland Lutheran High
School’s annual fundraising event, Together We Shine. Festivities begin at noon. Help determine
which soups should win the Golden Ladle, Silver Ladle, and Bronze Ladle awards. Bid on gift
baskets and other items in the silent auction. Purchase a cookbook of soup recipes including
many Ladle winners. Buy a "Local Deals Coupon Book." All proceeds will help NLHS train our
future Christian leaders.

Easter for Kids Registration Open March 25 | 9:00-11:45 AM

Do your kids have cabin fever? Send them to Easter for Kids on March 25 from 9:00 to 11:45 am.
They can burn off some energy and hear about Jesus resurrection. There will be singing, a craft,
games, a snack and more. Babysitting is available for younger children, parents can stay for the
program if they want, and the whole family is invited for lunch afterwards. Register at the
Ministry Table or at stpaulswr.org/easter-for-kids.

St. Paul’s Students in NLHS Concert March 10 | 7:00 PM

Four students from St. Paul’s Lutheran School will be performing as part of a joint grade-school
band during the Lent/Easter Concert at Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) this Friday,
March 10 at 7:00 pm. NLHS students, who are members of St. Paul’s Church, will also be
performing as part of the NLHS choir and band. Come support the students as they share their
musical talents.

Handbell Festival in Watertown March 11-12

St. Paul’s is sending two handbell choirs to the WELS National Handbell Festival - our adult
group, The Joyful Ringers, and a children’s group made up of 5"-8% graders from our school.
The Festival will be held at Luther Preparatory School in Watertown, WI on March 11-12. After
practice and fellowship on Saturday, the mass choirs will present a festival concert on Sunday,
March 12 at 2:00 pm. If you are able to make the trip to Watertown, it will be an experience to
remember. You can also stream the concert at www.lps.wels.net/apps/pages/lpsvimeo.
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Hygiene Drive Ends Today

The area-wide “Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive” wraps up this Sunday. Thank you to
everyone for your donations. They will be a blessing to our local food pantry and people in our
community.

Save the Date for WELS Night at the Brewers July 7

Back for another year by popular demand, WELS Night at the Brewers is on for 2023. Save the
date and plan to join thousands of WELS members for an evening at the ballpark on Friday, July
7, to watch the Brewers take on the Cincinnati Reds. Tickets for WELS members and guests once
again are discounted up to 50% and are reserved all together in a block. Enjoy a fun-filled
evening out, catch up with old friends, and cheer on the Brewers! Individual tickets can be
purchased online at brewers.com/wels.

60th Annual LWMS Convention in LaCrosse June 22-25

This summer, one of the largest regular WELS gatherings will take places just a two hours from
here in Lacrosse, WI. Both men and women, old and young are invited to the 6oth annual
Lutheran Women's Missionary Society convention on June 22-25. During worship services you
will hear more than a thousand voices praising and singing to our Almighty God. Speakers will
inspire you with their enthusiasm for what God is accomplishing in the mission field. The
schedule also includes informative workshops and a banquet. Learn more about the featured
speakers, activities, registration, and more at 6o0.lwms.org.

Register for Taste of Missions 2023!

All WELS members can get a “taste of missions” no matter where they are around the world.
Registration is now open for Taste of Missions, a hybrid event that will be held on Saturday,
June 10. Attend in-person at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, WI or join the event
online. It will be a fun day of worship, ethnic food offerings, and family-friendly fellowship with
your brothers and sisters in Christ. Registration is just $15 per person, with children 13 and
under attending for free. Those attending in person will receive food tickets to sample ethnic
food and will have the ability to purchase additional food from the food trucks. Or attend
virtually for free! Sign up today at tasteofmissions.com/register!

Upcoming Events

Mar. 8 ~ Book Fair Opens

Mar. 13-17 ~ St. Paul’s Serving at Food Pantry
Mar. 25 ~ Easter for Kids

Mar. 27-31 ~ School Spring Break
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Calendar

March 5-12

Sunday 8:00 AM
9:15 AM

9:15 AM

9:15 AM

10:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:00 PM

Monday 4:30 PM

Tuesday 6:45 AM
9:45 AM
5:30 PM
6:30 PM

Wednesday 8:55 AM
4:00 PM
4:45 PM
6:00 PM

Thursday 7:00 AM
6:30 PM

Friday 5:30 PM
7:00 PM

Sunday 8:00 AM
9:15 AM

9:15 AM

9:15 AM

10:30 AM

2:00 PM

2:00 PM

Attendance & Offering Report

Worship

Bible Study in the cafeteria

Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
Sunday School for 3K thru 6t grade
Worship

Together We Shine at NLHS

Coed Volleyball in the gym

Choir Practice in the balcony

Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym

Unified Board Meetings

School Chapel Service

Midweek Lenten Service
Fellowship Meal in the cafeteria
Midweek Lenten Service

Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
Willing Workers in the cafeteria

Family Fun Night in the cafeteria
Lent/Easter Concert at NLHS

Worship

Bible Study in the cafeteria

Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room

Sunday School for 3K thru 6t grade

Worship

Coed Volleyball in the gym

Handbell Festival Concert at LPS in Watertown

Last Week’s Attendance: 229 O ﬂ # m %
Anticipated offerings YID: $ 621,762

Actual offerings YTD:

$ 486,891
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www.stpaulswr.org

31114th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber | 989-780-3184 | pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz | 920-689-3036 | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org



